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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Editors beg leave to mention to their 
Readers, that ſeveral things in the following 
| Preface, refer to another Work of the lame 
Author, not yet Publiſhed, „ 
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PREFACE. 


ATURAL Philoſophers have conſidered it as pro- 
per, to form connections between the Anatomy of 
the bodies of man and the brute creation; and to judge 
of the one in many caſes from the other. In conſequence 
of this relation, underſtood only by men of Science, the 
parts of the body which ſupport a bird, are called its toes; 
that part which riſes in ſome birds more, in others leſs 
perpendicularly, generally called the %, they call the 
foot 3 this with the heel above it, the leg directly follows 
and commonly is conſidered as the thigh; and in a 
word, what is indeed the thigh, is ſo much concealed, | 
as to be ſcarcely diſcernible in a living bird, and this may 
be ſaid to conſtitute a part of the body. From this we : 
may infer, that however ridiculous or abſurd it may ſeem 
to thoſe who are not connoiſſeurs, the foot of a heron, is 
as large as all its body according to the arrangement in- 
ſtituted by the Literati ; and thus a bird walks on its 
claws and not its feet. I have been led to think this ex- 
planation the more neceſſary, in order that the different 
obſervations on theſe animals in the following pages may 
be the better underſtood. Without this, explanation, | 
three-fourths of what I may be led to ſay as to birds, 
quadrupeds, &c. would, to the greater Part of my read- 
ers be unintelligible, Fes 
Vor. I. 
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It is eaſier to forgive the writers of thoſe voluminous 


works, and the huge compilations in which old books are 
laid under contribution, which are ſtuffed with long quo- 


tations, and where the dreams of the imagination and 
igncrance are preſented as immutable truths, merely 


becauſe they are ancient. But when a writer, feized with 


a mania for a certain ſcience, has not in himſelf ſuflicient 
reſources to extend its progreſs ; when, immured in his 


cabinet, he pretends to eſtabliſh principles and dictate 


laws; when he proſtitutes the valuable gifts of genius to 


propagate old errors, and to cover, with the graces of 
elocution, lies received as truths by our forefathers ; how- 


ever he may diſguiſe, twiſt, or appropriate them to him- 


ſelf, I cannot forgive him whili he thus evidently adorns. 
himſelf with the ſpoils ct others, with whatever Pains he 
may have arranged the varicus patches. 


Determined to mention only what I have ſcen or done, 


I ſhall not introduce any ching into this work not ſtrictly 


my own ; and therefore I ſhall certainly not be ar. fwera- 


| ble for the faults of my predeceſſors. 


If i in ſome places of my relation . be found 


_ diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of other mavellers, I {oall 
not go fo far as to aſſert that they have been deceived : 
I mean to depreciate no one; I chcoſe rather to luppoſe, 
on certain articles, that difference of time, or their being 
ſeen under different points of view, may have produced 
differences alſo in their relations and reſults; they are then 
merely errors or illuſions, ol the fame kind as an optical 


deception. | 

As to objects, how ever, which, having been "Y lightly 
touched on, mer di: figure the truth, my Opinion 
; (rhougt: 


E 1 1 


(though I wiſh it not to be univerſally adopted) wal ne- 5 


ver give way when J am certain of facts, and advance N 


nothing but what is ſupported by evidence. 


It is not more than a century, that a taſte for travel 
ling has prevailed i in Europe. The French particularly, 
more than any other, uſually happy in their country; and 


attached to their own native ſoil, left it with regret, and 


conſidered the abſence of a month as a ſpecies of exile; 


they contented themſelves with waiting for, and anzioul- 


ly ſwallowing, the abſurd ſtories publiſhed by prefuming 


impoſtors about remote nations, and amuſed themſelves 


with Rories of their amazing diſcoveries and incredib ble 
adventures. The exaggerating writer ſtipulated, if 1 
may ſay ſo, with the public credulity, and thought him- 
ſelf well recompenſed if he found only one half of the 


bombaſt and the wonderful contained in his work explo- 
ded. The ſciences wandered in the darkneſs of uncer- 
| tainty, and natural hiſtory was not even in its infancy. _ 


The genius of diſcoveries gradually extend d her wings, 


and the letters and the arts have given place to the ſci- 


deſire for travelling, which IL attempted to repreſs ; 5 but 


ences. A paſſin for travclling i is awakened ; that deſire, 
Rill more inſatiable, of acquiring knowledge, and com- 
paring the objects of it, has increaſed in proportion to the 


wonders produced by it: the more dangers have been re- 


moved, the more men have paſſed their ancient bounds ; : 


and what formerly appeared an inſurmountable obſtacle, 


at preſent is only a childiſh ee a thametul ſhift ia... 
conceal weakneſs and timidity. 


Having been educated more than moſt people in very os 
different principles, I always entertained a moſt ardent. 
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it was is only by yielding to its tranſports that I was able 


to moderate its violence, 


I paſſed the ſeas, as I IP to ſurvey other men, o- 


ther productions, and other elimates; I penetrated into 
ſome of the unknown deſerts of Africa; and I may ſay 


that I conquered a ſmall portion of the globe. | 
I had no thirſt after reputation; conſcious of no merit 


that entitled me to it, 1 employed. my time merely tor 
pleaſure. 


As my family ad friends thought that an 1 account of 


: my travels, and ſome particulars concerning my diſcove- 


ries in natural hiſtory, might be uſeful, I have given 


them this account and theſe particulars, ſuch as they are, 


looking for no other merit on this account, than that of 
complaiſance, and renouncing every kind of pretenſion 


to literature. the burden of which I could not endure. 5 


Some may perhaps think it ſtrange, that in prefacing 
an account of travels lately undertaken into Africa I have 


5 been obliged to return to what is long paſt, and to carry 
5 my readers to the firſt ſteps of my infancy in South A 
merica. To illuſtrate this, I muſt obſerve, that I con- 
ſidered it as proper to juſtify, by the beginning of my 
life, my manner of ſeeing, thinking, and aQing, which 
will always be agreeable to the taſte of the climate, and | 
which, judged perhaps with ſeverity, would not fail to 
diſpleaſe thoſe obſtinate minds who can never permit their 
| prejudices to be overcome, or principles and cuſtoms hi- 
therto received to be attacked, without loſing temper. 
But in whatever manner my freedom in expreſſing my 
thoughts, and even in pretending to correct the errors of | 
genius, may be conſidered, I conſider it as important to 


inform 


* 


5 


inform them, that no private diſlike, no | envy, and no 


ſecret difpleaſure, can overbalance in my mind my at- 


tachment to truth, which I cherith above all things, and: 
to which I have facrificed, i in more Inſtances * one, 5 


even my vanity. 


At the concluſion of this work I ſhall rent the 15 = 
vers of natural hiſtory, with a general deſcription of all 


the individuals, quadrupeds and birds, which 1 procured 
in my travels, and have now in my poſſeſſion. Such ani- 


mals as have not been formerly deſcribed, or were un- 
known, will be illuftrated by ſeveral Coloured Engra- 


vings, which will exhibit, a good many genera, quite 


new, and various different ſpecies. Although ſeveral au- 


thors have given drawings of and deſcribed the Giraffe, 


I have been led to give new ones, becauſe what drawings | 
I have formerly ſeen of this animal, or any deſcriptions 


J have read of it, differ moſt eſſentially, not only from 
what I obſerved about it when abroad, but from the ori- 
ginal Welt now in my cabinet. - 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HAT portion of 8 which belongs to the 
Dutch, and is under the Government of the Weſt-. 


India Company, is probably the leatt known by natura- 
liſts, although of all South America it is certainly that, 


which produces the moſt curious and remarkable pro- 
ductions of every ſort. As it is ſituated under the ſcorch- 


ing climate of the torrid zone, tive degrees north of the 
line, this country, {till enveloped by the cruit of time, 
_ conceals, if we may ſo expreſs it, the focus where nature 


forms her exceptions to thoſe general rules which the ap- 


pears to have eſtablithed. Reaching about an hundred 
_ leagues along the coalt, its breadth is almoſt unlimited, 


Here the river Surinam rolls its majeſtic ſtream: and u- 


pon its left bank, three miles from the ſea, riſes Parama- 
ribo, the principal place of this vaſt colony : the place of 
my nativity, and the-ſcene of my puerile days. Educa- 


ted by enlightened parents, who endeavoured to procure 
thoſe valuable and intereſting objects which are diſperſed 
throughout the country, I had conſtantly in my view the 


fruits of their labour, and enjoyed at my eaſe the whole 


of their curious collection. From my earlieſt days, theſe 


tender parents, who could not enjoy a moment in my ab- 


ſence, and who by their taſte were often expoled to diſ- 


tant journies, and to be long abſent at the extremities of 
the colony, took me along with them, making me a 
a ſharer in their travels, their labours, and enjoy ments. 
My firſt years were thus ſpent in the deſerts, and I was 
born nearly a ſavage. When reaſon, which in warm cli- 
mates always takes the precedence of age, began to dawn 


in my mind, my taſte ſoon diſplayed itſelf, and my pa- 


rents Gd every thing in their Power to culkirate the firſt 


efforts 


A 
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efforts of my curioſity. Under ſuch excellent inſtructors 


I daily taſted new pleaſures : I heard them converſe in a 


manner adapted to my capacity on the objects which they d 


had acquired, and on thoſe which they hoped to procure 


in future. By theſe means an abundance of ideas and 
relations was treaſured up in my mind—at firſt, in an in- 
diſtinct manner, I confeſs; but by degrees with more or- 


der and arrangement. Nature, therefore, was my firſt 


inſtructor, becauſe it was to her that my firſt views were 
directed. 


The deſire of making acqulfitions and a "TEN of imi- 5 


tation, ſpeedily added impetuoſity, and I may ſay impa- 


tience, to my entertaining puriuits. Every thing ſeem- 


ed to whiſper to my ſeli-love that I alſo thould endeavour. 


to form a cabinet of natural hiſtory. Led away, there- 


fore, by this ſeducing idea, I quickly traiterouſſy decla- 
red war againſt the weakeſt animals, and began to ſearch 


after caterpillars, butcerflies, beetles, and in a word, for 
all kinds of inſects. 


When people work for themſelves, dee: may, with 


confined means, and rude and uncultivated talents, form 
an indifferent work. But 1 apprehend they will always 
be moſt ſucceſsful, when they ſpare neither time, care, 
nor attention; and when they uſe their whole talents and 
abilities. With ſuch a diſpoſition, the almoſt infallible 
Z fizn of ſucceſs, I ſaw my beautiful collection of inſects 
daily increaſe under my hands. I placed the higheſt va- 
lue upon it, and valued it beyond meaſure. As I had 
been the ſole former of it, the reader may eaſily gueſs 
how much ſuperior 1 conſidered it to that of my parents. 


Pride, which is always blind, makes the chef-d*-ouvres of 


folly and genius proceed kand i in hand. 


Wholly occupied with my amuſements, I had never 
yet obſerved that ſome obſtacle conſtantly occurs to Pre- 
vent the ſucceſs of every undertaking. 

We had killed in one of our excurſions. a 8 ape; GT 
of that ſpecies which in the country they call Baboons. 
As ſhe carried a young one on her back, which had not 
been wounded, we carried them both along with us; and, 
when we turned to the plantation, my ape had not left > 
its mother's ſhoulders. It clung ſo cloſely to them, that 
L was forced to have the alliltance of a negro to looſe it; 


but 


J. 
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- heartily on my noble collection. 


Aention to birds. 
a a ſuchcient number, I armed myſelf with a tube 
Indian bow: in a little time I could uf. 
| teroully. 


and which years have ul repgthened. 
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bit ſcarcely was it taken from her, when, like a bird, it 


darted upon a wooden block which ſtood near us, cover- 
ed with my facher's pernke, which it embraced with its 
and we could not compel it to quit its poſiti- 

Deceived by its inſtinct, it ſtill ſuppoſed that it was 
on + th back of its mother, and under her protection. As 


it appeared to be perfectly at eaſe upon the peruke, I de- 
termined to let it remain, and to feed it there with goats 


milk. It remained in this error for three weeks; but af- 


ter that period emancipating itſelf from its own authori- 


ty, it left the ſoſtering peruke, and by its amuſing tricks 


: ſoon became the friend and the favourite of all the family. 


I had, however, without ſuſpecting it, let in a Wolf 
among my flocks. One morning, upon entering my 
chamber, the door of which 1 had been fo imprudent as 
to leave open, I jaw my unworthy pupil breaktaiting 
In the firſt tranſports 
of my paſſion, I determined to ftrangle it in my arms; 


but rage and fury ſoon yielded to pity, when I obſerved 


that its voraciouſneſs had expoſed it to the molt cruel pu- 
niſhment. In eating the beetles, it had ſwallowed ſome 


of the pins upon which they were faſtened ; and, although 
it made a thouſand efforts to throw them up, all its exer- 


tions were in vain. The torture which it underwent, 


made me forget the devaſtation it had produced; I 


thought only of affording it relief: but neither my tears, 


nor all the art of my father's faves, whom I called from 
every quarter with loud cries, could preicrve its life. 
This accident difconcerted me exceedingly, but it did not 


diſcourage me: I ſoon employed myſelt in new reſearch- 


es; and, not contented with one treaſure, I wiſhed to u- 


By a natural progretion I turned my at- 
As our flaves did not furni lh me with 
, and an 
nem very dex- 
I ſpent whole days in watching; in bort, I be- 
came a keen ſportſman. It was then remarkable, and I 


nite ſeveral. 


myſelf was ſenſible of it, that this taite was changed into 


a violent rage, which diſturbed even my hours of relt, 


I have 


* Sarbacanne is n kind of tube, through whick ſmall darts are blown 
with the mouth. 
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1 bar been charged by ſome of 1 my friends of coolneſs 
and inſenſibility ; ; and many of them have conſidered the 
ſingular journies I afterwards undertook as raſh enterpri- 


ſes. The former I readily forgive; to the latter I ſhall 
make no reply : : thoſe, however, who are at the leaſt 
pains to review the firſt purſuits of my infancy, will be 


leſs ſurpriſed at this appearance of originality ; and will 
eaſily ſee that my education, while both accounts for and . 


excuſes the cauſe of it. 


Soon after, my parents, who bad fixed, the bed * : 


their departure for Europe, and who ſought no other 
7 happineſs than that of being united to their family and 
friends, having ſettled their affairs, I embarked with _ 
them in a {hip called the Catherine, and, on the 4th of 
April 1763, ſet ſail for Holland. In the joy of my 


heart I partook, by anticipation, of all thoſe pleaſures 
and amuſements which my parents propoſed to enjoy du- 


ring the paſſage. A curiolity, very natural at my age, 


increaſed my tranſports : but this agitation, or rather de- 


lirium, did not render me inſenſible to regret. In ſo _ 


ſhort a ſpace of time I could not become ungrateful, and 

without emotion loſe ſight of that bountiful country in 
which I firſt drew breath. I often. caſt a tender look on 
thoſe happy ſhores, which were ſill becoming more and 
more diſtaut. The more they receded from me, and I 
was wafted by the winds towards the frozen climates of 

the north, a- diſmal ſadneſs. threw a damp upon my ima- 


gination, and diſſipated my conjectures as to the future, 


After a dangerous and diſagreeable paſſage, we an- 
chored in the Texel, about nine or ten in LAG n 
on the 12th of July following. e 
Being at length arrived in Europe, every ching which | 


| faw appeared ſo new to me appeared ſo very impati- 


ent, plagued people with ſo many queſtions, and every | 
object that preſented itſelf to my view appeared ſo extra- 
ordinary that I myſelf became an object of aſtoniſhment 
to all around me. My importunities, however, did not 


? always raiſe the laugh againſt me; and I made an ample _ 


return, by pertinent remarks on America, for the infor- 
mation which the people of OPS were ſo obliging as 
to give. mee. 

. Having, 
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Having ſpent ſome time in Holland we came to France, 


to the very city where my father was born, and. where 
he ſettled amidſt his family. Here I had a freſh opportu- 
nity to indulgemy taſte, in the cabinetof Mr Becœur, which 
for the ornith ology of Europe, contains the moſt nume- 


rous and belt preſerved collection I have ever yet ſeen. 
I had followed a plan in _»arinain, as to birds, which 


anſxered very well, but which poke little to the imagi- 
gination, and ſtill leſs to the eyes. The oy method I 
| had, was to preſerve their ſkins by infer ting them between 
the leaves of large books; but here a quite different fight 
awakened all my ſenſes. Beſides preſerving them, it was 


neceſſary to reſtore them to their Proper ihapes. Theſe 


two neces. »S points ditliculted me exceedingly : I deter- 
mined to ni. the them a peculiar {tudy ; and to theſe I de- 
voted my whole attention, During two years reſidence 


in Germany, and ſeven in ove ain and Allace, I made 


great havoc among the feathered tribes. To the diſtine- 
tion of ſpecics I was anxious to join alſo a thorough - 


9 


knowledge of their manners; and I was never: ogetker 
- ſatisfied with m 5 excurſious, but when l could fürprite 
the male and the female in juch a fituation as left no 
doubt of their ſex. I have often ſpent whole weeks in 
watching, to diſtinguih the ſpecies of birds, before I - 
could light on a pair, 


In about eight or nine years, therefore; by induſtry 


| and labour, and after many attempts and much devaita- 
tion, I was able not only to give to theſe animals, ſo ten- 
der and delicate, their proper ihapes ; but allo to keep 


them in that pure and perfect Kate of preſcrvation, in 


which all the merit of my collection conſiſts. By being 


accuſtomed to live with them in the fields, in the woods, 


and m their molt ſecret retreats, 1 have learned alſo 5 | 
diſtinguiſh tlte ſexes in the moiſt unqueitionable manner; 1 


A divining art, if the expreſſion may be uſed, which I do 


not pretend to conſider as a great merit, but which very 
few ornithologiſts have acquired. How often have I ob- 
ferved cabinets, curious enough in other reſpects, ſome- 
tines forced ſeparations, ſometimes monſirous and unna- 
tural alliances ! Here, ſtationed as male and female, two 
beings that had never met together; and there, a male 


and a temale clalled : as two different Ipecies, &c. 


ö | 1 increaſed 5 
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I increaſed in knowledge in this intereſting part of na- 


tural hiſtory ; but I confeſs that, inſtead of being ſatisfi- 


ed, it only convinced me of the inſufficiency of my own 

ſtrength. A more extenſive field was, however, about 
to be laid before me: opportunity ſeemed to call me to 
diſtant places, and to invite me no longer to delay. 


| Sometime in the year 1777, a favourable circumſtance. 


| having led me to Paris, like every other ſtranger who ar- 
rives for the firſt time in that capital, I paid my tribute 
of admiration to the cabinets of the curious, and the lite- 


rati. I was delighted with the beauty and var iety of the 


objects which they contained, and with the prodigious 
number of individuals of every ſpecies, which, like a for- 


ced contribution, had come from the four quarters of the 


world to be arranged methodically, as far as is poſſible, 


in a ſpace always unfortunately too confined. During A. 
reſidence of three years, I ſaw, ſtudied, and got acquaint- 
ed with all the moſt celebrated cabinets; bas. their ſuperb | 
collections ſoon diſtreſſed me: they left a vacuum in my 
mind which nothing could fill up. I no longer ſaw, in 
theſe, aſſemblages of foreign ſpoils, but general maga- 


zines, where different bein 88, ranged without choice, and 


without taſte, were bur ip prc fun, d fleep for ſcience. 
Nothing gave me ary a mfermatton as 16 their man- 


ners, their cuſtoms, aud their h. 0 lese Kiel are re things 

the moſt neceſfary bi bY Hen, Luis was res. 
which had occupied the greatelt thare of ny ar cntic.n in 
my youth. I had read, indeeo, diliiiert 


ent N TRS up UN 
natural hiſtory, but filled with ce ntradicticnus 7 10 dilguſting 


that informed taſte muſt loſe much by pe: ruſing them. 
Above all, I had itudicd, with the utmoſt caernels, 


- thoſe immortal maſterpieces, dedicated to the ute of po- 


- ſterity by one of the greateſt matters who have ſollowed 


the ſame enquiries. I ever y day burnt freſh incenſe at 
the feet of his Hatue: but the mi. agie of his elo quence did 
not ſo ſar ſeduce me as to make me admire the {li lights of 


his imagination; ; and I could not forgive in che philoſo- 
pher the exaggerations of the poct. 


Beſides, and above all, I was con tan ly tur ning my 


attention towards thoſe parts cf the earth which, bs Lyn 
never yet been eee might, by opening a ſtore of 
new e Wa to recti y | that 1 ad already acqui- 


red. 


12 INTRODUCTION. 
red. I conſidered as ſupremely fortunate the mortal who 
ſhould have the courage to inveſtigate at its ſource; and 
in this reſpect the interior parts of Africa appeared to me 
2 Peru. It was a country as yet untouched by the natu- 
raliſt. Full of theſe ideas, I perſuaded myſelf that the 2 
ardour of zeal might make up for any defect in genius +? 
and that, by being an accurate obſerver, one might der 1 
come a great enough writer. My enthufiaſm led me to 
ſuppoſe that I was the privileged perſon for whom this 
_ enterpriſe was reſerved. I readely liſtened to its gratifying 5 
5 ſuggeſtions, and from that have become wholly devoted to 
it. I could not be diverted from theſe purſuits by any 
i I bonds of friendſhip or affection; and having given no 
1 | Lint of my intentions to any one, I ſet out from F 
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birds alſo pointed out, in an admirable ſeries, a double 
view of n ature and art, united to ſubdue the eſlects of cli- 
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1 1 


VOYAGE TO THE CAPE, 


NXIOUS to put my propoſed ſcheme into execution, 
[ went to Holland, where I ſaw the principal cities 
of that republic, and ſurveyed their curiotities. When 


1 reached Amſterdam, I found treaſures, of which I had 
before formed no conception. I was received with the 
greateſt politeneſs by all the learned, and I had free ac- 


ceſs to all their cabinets. But what chieily. raiſed my ad - 
miration was that of Mr Ten minck, treuſurer to the Eaſt 


India Company. In his d adlig! htſul colicctiun T obſerved. 


many valuable objects winch J had never teen in France. 
Every thing in it to me appeue d very rare, and in a ſtate 


ot the higheſt preſervation. is noble place for breeding 


mate. There the enraptured eye may admire alive the 


molt beautiful and leaſt known individuals of every ſpe- 


cies; and there may be ſeen, by the ailiduous care be- 
owed upon them, birds the moſt diſtant and the moſt 
remote from one another, multiply and propagate, as 
if they lived in their own native countries. This ſig ht, 
Va. 3 — . acknowledges 
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| I <ckioleIve; fill ſerved to redouble my ardour ; and 


completely tortified me againſt every obſtacle, and a- 
gainſt all thoſe dangers which [ was determined to en- 


Counter. 


Having ſoon formed a very intimate ſriendſhip with 


Mr Temminck, he thewed me every mark of civility and 


kindneſs. As he had it in his power, more than any o- 


ther perſon elſe, to favour my deſign, I did not heſitate | 
to inform him of it. Being ſo much like his own pur- 
ſuits, he highly approved ot itz and directed me to thoſe _ 
means which I ought to proſecute in order to ſucceed, 
He himſelf gr udged no care nor labour. I was fortu- 
nate enough to get permiſſion to take a paſſage tor the 
Cape in one of che Eaſt-India Company's veſſels. The 
time of my departure was ſettled upon: and I procured 


from my reſpectable friend very warm recommendations; 
had it not been for which, by a ſingular fatality, as will 
be ſeen hereafter, I fhould have been without doubt ex- 


poſed to the moſt cruel and embarraſling diliculties 


Matters being thus far concluded, I employed my iyſzlf 
unremittingly, in making the neceſſary preparations for 


this grand enterpriſe. When I had got every thing rea- 


dy, that I thought likely to be of ſervice to me in the 


interior parts of Nile bade ſarewel to my friends, and 


to Europe; and, proceeding in a boat which came to re- 


ceive me, was conducted to the Yexel aboard of the Zed. 


Weoltemaade*, a veſſel deſtined for Ceylon, but which was 
to touch at the Cape of Good Hope. The wind being 
unſzyourable for quitting the Texel, we were obliged to 
wait eight days. In that time, I learned that our veſfel 
was an ex-voto of the Eaſt- India Company, in conmemos 
ration of a brave action performed by an inhabitant of the 
Cape, named IVoltemaade, who in the time of a dreadful 


ſtorm had been able, togethe er with his horſe, to ſave tour- 


teen ſeamen which belorged to a veſſel ſhip-wrecked in Ta- 


ble Bay; but that he himſelf, fell the victim of his gene- 
. Tous efforts, and perithed in his laſt attempt, owing to 


S 


his own faligue, and that of his horſe, added to the 


weight of the man) unfortunate men who, ruſhed upon 
him, apprehenſive that the veſſel might fink before he 
could be able to return again. A more particular ac- 


count 
Ihe Captain' 5 name was 8— . 
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count of this very affecting cataſtrophe will be found in 


Dr Sparrman's Voyage to the Cape. — 
Finding the wind at length favourable, we ſet ſail, at 


eleven o'clock in the morning, on the 19th of December 
1781, the very day preceding that on which the Engliſh | 
commenced hoſtilities againſt the Dutch. Had we re- 


mained twenty-four hours longer, the Company would 


not have ſuffered us to depart ; "Whi ch would have difcon= 
certed me very unſeaſonably, and might have probably 
ruined my plan, and even my hopes. By means of 


cloudy weather and a thick fog, we were enabled to paſs . 


Þ through the Channel unobſerved by the Englith, and we 


got to the open ſea, plowing the waves in perfect ſeèuri- 


ty, never ſuſpecting that the flames of war had burſt forth 


in every quarter around us. Sailing ſometimes at a quick 
pace, and ſometimes more ſlowly, we followed the Her- 
curys another of the Company's veſſels which was follow- 


ing the fame track, and which was commanded by our 
commodore. Thus far nothing remarkable happened in 


our voyage; but we were ſpeedily to feel our part of the 


: general convullion. Senſible that in a paſſage of three, 


four, and perhaps fix months, I thould experience many 


| heavy and dull hours, I had the precaution to provide 
my ſelf with a few books before I ſet out. Among the 
| books of tr avels, and works on natural hiſtory, I had the 
relation of M. De la Caille, which I read for amuſement 
in preference to any other; but I recolle& that, having 


one day lighted upon a pallage very antiphilanthropic, 


and full of fanaticiim, I immediately threw away tile 
book in a rage, reſolving to peruſe it no longer. The 


paſſage is as tollows : : The cuſtom of going out to hunt 


run a- way negroes, and thoſe who turn plunderers, as 
« we hunt ſavage animals, has nothing in it that can of- 
fend the delicacy of an European. The moment when 


* men, ufetul in ſociety, abandon their ſituations, either 


from a ſpirit of libertiniſm or of avarice, they degrade | 
„ themſelves below brutes, and deſerve the moſt rigorous 


© treatment.” Ruminating afterwards on the humane, 


mild, and liberal character, which has every where been 


beltowed upon this learned man, I again took up the 


book, and found theſe reflections: “ Laying prejudice 


8 alide, which ot the two 1s preſerable —lie who cultivates 
B 2 3 . the 
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„ the arts, and invents exceptions contrary to the les of 


„nature; or he who, contented with the neceſſaries of 


« life, regulates his conduct aceording to the maxims of 
4 rict and ſcrupulous juſtice?” I then recollected that 
the abbe De la Caille had been carried from letters and 
the ſciences, before he had time to put the finiſhmg hand 
to Eis Journal; and I attributed to the barbarous igno- 
rance of the editor that inſamous paragraph, which could 
in no other manner have fallen from the pen of a clergy- 
man, a philoſopher, and a man of letters. | 


On February 1, 1731, when three degrees to the 
north of the line, we were informed at day-break, that a 


ſail was diſcernible in the barons The Mercury: was 
then a great way a-head out of ſight, and we were total- 
ly becalmed. In vain we ap applied to our ſpy- glaſſes; nor 
could we diftinguith, until nine in the morning, that it 


vas only a veſfel of ſmall fize. Some ſuppoſed it to be 


French; cthers afterted that it was Engliſh: each reaſoned 
according to his own manner, and formed various ſuppo- 
- ſitions, till its ne arcr approach ihould diſcover the truth. 
Some hours thereaſter we obſerved that it was towed a- 
long by two boats, and that it was approaching us by 
means of the oars. Concluding that it was a veſſel in 
_ diſtreſs, approaching to beg aſſiltance, we permitted it co 

come up to us without interruption. About three in the 
afternoon, finding it cloſe by us, we diſplayed our co- 


hours, and fired a gun; but we were very much aſto- 
nithed to receive a thot in our top, which was immedi- 


_ ately followed by a whole broadiide ; the privateer at the 
ſame time hoiſted the Engliſh flag. In vain ſhould I endea- 
vour to deſcribe the ſtupefaction and aſtonithment of all 
the crew upon this anforeſcen event. In the veſſel there 
Was not perhaps a lingie man who had ever been in an 


action. The captain and the officers, accuſtomed to pro 


ſecute their voyage in profound peace, had never Pad | 
command in ſimilar circumſtances; one may therefore 
_ eaſily figure what muſt have been the amazement of theſe 
Poor people, unexpectedly attacked in this manner, and 
without having even time to make any preparation, or e- 


ven to barricade the quarter deck. Terror, and above all, 


_ contuſion, were viſihle on their countenances. The offi. 
cers roared out as loud as they could; ; While the ſoldiers, | 
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all recruits, none of whom had ever fired a muſquet, knew 


not what anſwer to make, or whom. to obey; in mort, at 
ſeven in the evening, we had not burnt a ſingle grain of 
powder. The privateer, in the mean while, kept up a 
cConſtant fire; and, commanding us to ſtrike, threatened 
to ſink us if we reliſled any further. Our captain, vio- 
lently agitated, continually cried out that he had no au- 
thority to ſurrender at diſcretion ; and that it would be 
necetlary for that purpoſe to enquite at the Mercury, the 


captain of which was his commodore. The Poor man 


had loſt his ſenfes altogether. 8 | 
A freth breeze, as if miraculouſly, : at jengrh ſpringing : 


up, the Mercury made up to us, and enquired at our 


captain why he did not fire. The latter anſwered that he 
waited for the orders of his ſuperior-officer, and that it 
Was the cominodore's duty to give the fignal for battle; 
an excuſe quite ridiculous from the mouth of 4 /caman; | 
attacked by a ſmall veſſel that mounted ſixteen eight 
pounders, while he had no leſs than thirty-two of a lar- 
ger bore, ſeveral ſwivels, and three hundred men above 
the ſhip's compliment. 


As the Mercury began to fra” we did the 7 OY ike 


wiſe; and, though the former was berwixt us and the 5 
FEngliſh, we Rill continued to diſcharge our broadſides. 
Our people; ſupported by this diſorder, had all got in- 


toxicated : ſome ran backwards and forwards, not know- 


ing whither they went; ſome itaggered and joſtled againſt 
each other; cried, wept, and 1wore, or ran to conceal 
_ themſelves in ſome ſecret corner. The chaplain himſelf, 
With the view no doubt of ro ulng his courage, had no 
fcruple in proceeding; to the ſame exceſs, I ſaw him with 


a lanthorn in his hand deſcend to the fore magazine, in 


which were upwards of ten tons of gunpowder deltined f 
for Ceylon, and without the ſmalleſt precaution bring up 


a {ulliciency to make cartridges; for it is to be remem- 


bered that none were ready prepared, nor was there Ser 


a thought occurred of making ſuch a proviſion. 


Having baffled all our manceuvres, and bored us on 


every ſide, the privateer ſtood away from us about eleven 
at night; and, though it ſoon got to a great diltance, we 
ſtill continned to fire. What a glorious moment for pol- 


troons! With what alertneſs they went about, and trod 
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the deck with a firm ſep; ; railing their voices, nod chat- | 
lenging an enemy that no longer heard them! Their fear 
however was not complete! -allay ed, and nobody ventu- 
red to retire to reſt. Following the example ſet me, 1 
ſpent all the night in the open air, ſtretched out upon a bag 

between two rows of muſkets; but I was conſtantly dif- 
turbed by the roaring of the ſentinels, who were always | 
| hannted by the noiſe of the Engliſh cannon; one may from | 
9 this eatily form a notion of the diſorder which feigned 
1 ä d: uring this encounter. Next morning, when the gunners 
£78 went to clean the guns, they found ſome of them ſtuffed 
to the mouth, and containing three charges, one above 
another, with as many bullets, In many of the mulkets 
the balls were undermoſt: and I am fully convinced that, 
withont the aſſiſtance of the Mercury, we thould have 
heen tak: en; Portes mately however, we eſcaped, with a 
he arty: right, Nothing elſe but the phantom Terror 
could have throw n officers into ſuch a conſternation, as 
to ſuffer themſelves to be cannonaded for four hours to- q 


gether, without venturing to return a ſingle ſhot. The 
Pn, alith mult certanily have believed that we had no guns, 
or that thoſe; which they ſaw were only wood. The 
ſmalleſt reſiſtance on our part would have forced them 
ſoon to ſheer off, and donbtilefs they would have retire d 
faiter than they advanced. 
I cannot conelude this Kate h; which is well 1 the 
humourous pencil of Calot, without mentioning one cir- 
cumſtance more, which raiſes a ſmile even yet whilit I 
wiite, Running up and down. from the poop to the 
quarter deck, and from the quarter deck to the cabin 
(for, having no commilton in the ſhip, it was neither 
my br ovince to give nor receive orders), I noticed the 
keeper of the Com pany 's papers faithiully ſeated near the 
myſterious box, and in readineſs to heave it out at the 
V. indow on the ſn: Meft appearance of danger. This man 
alt leaſt was at his ſtation, but fear had fixed him there 
much more than duty. The former Las got ſuch entire 
5 polleſſion of bis fenſes : © Vaillant, cricd he,“ Vaillant, 
it is quite over! Alas, my friend, we are ruined, we are 
undone!” I uſed every mean in my power to raiſe his 
ſpirits, and to make him change his air, that he might 
allume another countenance. In che mean while a bullet 
| CUNS.. 
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came whizzing through the cabin, with a terrible noiſe; 
and the poor man fell ſquat down motionleſs, like an un- 
wieldy maſs. Not knowing the cauſe, I imagined he was 


dead; but he raiied himſelf up by degrees, fetching {e- 


veral heavy ſighs from the bottom ol his breaſt. At this 
part of the ſcene, which was very affecting, I could no 
longer retain my gravity, and I retired to give jul vent 


to joud burits of. 5 uUphter. | 
It was truly f. Gametul that men, formed by thiir con- 


tien their age, and their experience, to behave with 
3 7 * 


bravery and hon our, ſhould fail in T0 humbling 4 man- 


ner, at a time when in a lingle minute they miglit t have 
Ciliipated every alarm, and made the trifling privateer 
which barafied us appear as nothing, whilſt, on the cther 
hand, children ſcarcely of age to haul in a cable, ſhewed 
a thoufand procfs of zeal, courage, and intrepidity ? 
What principa! Iy raifed my mdignation, and yet diverted. 
me at the. ſame- ti ne, Was, UI. it the morning fallowing 

they were fully perſuaded they had ſunk the Engliſh veſ- 


© 


ſel, becauſe it was not to be teen. I could not without 


murmuring hear the reciprocal compliments they paid 


one 1 00 account of the gallaut manner in which 


they had defended their veſlel the preceding evening. 


As for me, being fully pertuaded that the enemy had 
not got a fingle hot, I could not help being a little pleas 
fant; on the occafion; and told the chief Pilot, Van. 


Groenen, that he behaved worſe than any of the reſt, in 


the time of the action, and chat he then thewed the great- 
eit ſhare of pride and vanity. The failors ſmiled in their 


ſleeves, and the pilot noticed it; but as the greater part 


of them could not in conſcience ſtand up in his defence, it 
behoved him to be contented with the worthy teltmony 
of his own ſelf-love. To crown Be aur, Engelt regt, 
the zur geon, v ho during the whole action had lain inagin 
the hold, was appointed, by virtue of Ine Allie; 0 keep & - 


Journal of this glorious tranlaction. I made tree to rally 
the writer, as I had done the others; but it was out of 


his power to be revenged, as I was fortunate enough to 
be in good health. This however was not my fituation - 


with the pilot; he made himſelf ample amends for my 


diveriion, by rendering my tuation as unpleatant as he 


could dur! ing the reſt ol the pallaget but Luckily it was 


of » or ae — — 9. e 


not 


r 
4 WW 2 re HSE s 


a SIE 


— 
- 2 

8 . r 
” 


_— 
— 


: 
4 


. : 
: 
* 2 54 
; 7 
1 * 5 
1 Jt 
Ty 
{8 : 4 
| IQ 
5 19s) 
1 4 a 
4 . 1 
1 
. $3 
-. 1 * 
1 
i. 5 
! 
4 | ! 
. 1. 
8 „ { l 
. BS. 
J * 
1 Fr " 
b} i 
4 ' 
* . 
: , 
+4 4 
« iu 
+ it. 
f [2 k 
* . 
: iT 
; " 
I A | 
' 
1. 1 
. 
: 
' 
iii 
oF | * 
. : 4 1 
: 
1 
4 : 
' ; 
is x* 1 
1 1 y Y 
' 1» 
2 
1 21% 
4 
* x 
: * ] 
4 3s F'? 
N 
[ 
* . 
= 
" 
+ x4 
* 4 
£ & 
* 
by v. 
ö 3 
| Wu 
ö * de 
i 15 
" : 
4 4 
5 
1 * 
4 7 
. 
* — 
j 174 
n 1 
415 
» 
: . N 
4 : 
. 
, 
1 . 
* 4 \ 
7 1 
$4] 
17 
* 
1 . 
4 * 
f £ 
4 
— 1 
| 1 
1 
= 7 
; 
: 
& » ' 
# 
1 
* * 
* 
** 
* 
* 
„ 


. 

2 17 

$ 5 
* J 1 

, : 

'T i 
\ 4 

: 


46 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


not of long duration ; and aſter this uncommon adven- | 


ture we proſecuted our voyage very happily, as we had 


always a fair wind. After a pallage of three months 


and ten days we ſaw the mountains of the Cape, which 


by means of the fineneſs of the weather made at that time 


a delightful appearance, I took a drawing of them; and 


the ſame day, at three in the RILEF ROO, - we anchored i in 
Table Bay. > 
Mr Staring, the port- tab, diy bearded us, 


| and confirmed the accounts we had heard of war being 


declared which the colony had been intormed of by 


a French frigate. The morning following I went on 
ſhore, and took the firlt opportunity to pay my reſpects 
to thoſe gentlemen to whom I had been recommended, 
and to deliver my letters. I was received with great po- 
liteneſs, and even with diſtinction. Mr Boers the fiſcal, 
and Mr Hacker, ſhewed me every potlible mark of friend: ; 
ſhip; and I was convinced that I was not indebted for _ 


them to that common politeneſs, which in other places 
ſubſtitutes unmeaning grimace for the noble deſire of o- 


bliging a fellow- creature, and which is only a perfidious 
| ſcheme uied to deceive the more readily the credulous 
| ſincerity of a ſtranger. They gave me all the ſervices 
_ which my recommendations, and their diltinguiſhed rank, 


gave mie room to expect. I relied upon them; for I was 
couvinced that I had to do with Dutchmen. . 
I was anxious-to get acquainted in this new country, 


to which I ſound mytelt tranſported as if in a dream. 
Every thing appeared in my view in the moſt ſtriking 


manner; and 1 already meaſured with my eyes choſe im- 
menſe delarts into which I was about to penetrate, 
Cape Town ſtands on the declivity of the Table and 


Lion Hills, It forms an amphitheatre, reaching as far 
as the borders of the ſea. The ftreets; though broad, are 
inconvenient, becauſe they are ill paved. The houſes, _ 


which are almoſt w nan built in an uniform manner, are 
beautiful and wide; but they are covered with reeds, to 


prevent thoſe accidents whichheavy roofs in time the of hur- 
ricanes might oecaſion. The interior part of theſe hou- 
ſes affords no marks of frivolous luxury; all the furniture 
is in a noble and {imple taſte: no tapeſtries are ever ſeen 
in them: a fe Painting Aa mirrors are their chief or- 
ann 5 
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naments. The entrance to the city by the favars of the 


fort affords a noble proſpect, eſpecially as the greater part 


of the fine buildings have been erected there. On one 
ſide ſtands the Company's garden, in its full extent; on 


the other the lountains, the ſtreams of which run down: 
from the Table Fill through an oper ling, which is obſer- 
vable {rom the city and from all te hargour. This wa- 


ter is fine, and abundantiy ſupplies the "conſumption of 


the inhabitants, as Well as ſuch vetlels as touch at the 


Cape. 


The men ſeemed to me to be in 80 well made, 


and the women pretty. I was amazed to ſee the latter 
dreſs with as much attention to the minutiæ of elegance 
as the ladies in France; but they have neither their man- 
ners nor their graces. As the children are always ſuck- 


led by female faves, the lamiliarity which takes place 


between them has a great etc upon their manners and 
education. That of the men is ſtill leſs attended to; - it 
we except the children of the great people, who are ſent 
to Europe for education. There are no other teachers | 


of youth but writing-maſters at the Cape. 


The ladies in general play on the harpſichord ; this is 
their only accomplit ſhment. They are fond of ſinging, 


and particularly ſo of dancing; for this reaſon ſeveral 


balls every week are common. The officers of the ſhips 


which touch here, and which lie ſome time in the roads, 


often given them an opportunity of indulging in this 


pleaſure. When J arrived, the governor g 


generaily gave 


a public ball every month, and the chief people of the 
town followed his example. 
J was amazed to find neither a coffee- houſe nor a ta- | 
k Vern, in a place where ſo many ſtrangers arrive; but one 
may get lodgings in every private houſe. The uſual. 


charge jor bed and board is a dollar a day; which is 


high enough, when we conſider the moderate price of the 
productions of the ccuntry. While I reſided here, but- 
chers meat was very cheap. I have ſeen thirteen pounds 


of mutton fold for about ſixpence ſterling, an ox for 


twelve or fifteen rixdollars* ten quarters of corn for 


fourteen or fifteen, and thus in proportion for other ar- 
ticles. During /the war the price of every article was 


raiſed 


® 4 rixdollar | is about three Rillings and 1 nine pence ſterling. 
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raiſed exorbitantly ; and towards the conclaſion of it for- 
ty-five rixdollars were given for a mean bag cf potatoes, 
and above two ſhillings ſterling for a ſmall cabbage. The 
charge of board, however, was not advanced. | 
There are plenty of fifth at the Cape. Among thoke 
moſt valued, the principal are the rooman, a red fiſh. 
found in the bay of Falſo; and the e which has no 
ſcales, and which is 8 on the rocks bordering the 
ſea ; the /leenbraſen, the lompneus, and lome others. "Theſe 
fine fiſh make a conſpicuous figure at every good table. 
| Oyiters are a great rarity here, and there are none found 
any where but in the bay of F abs, Eels are {till more 
ſcarce. Crayfilh I never ſaw; but the People cat fea- ears, 
which they call Me Zauſen. | 
In order to procure, Fun, one mult go many leagues | 
up from the Cape. The uſual kinds are the fleenbock, 
the duyler, the reeloct, the gry/ſbock, the bontebock, and all 
the different torts of antelopes, concerning Which 1 {nall_ 
ſpeak more at length in my deſcription of quadrupeds. 
Hares, eſpecially that ſmall kind called the down hare, 
are found here in great plenty, but they have not the fla- 
vour of our hares. | 
There are partridges alſo of Iifferent forth, ſmaller or 
hin: and more or leſs delicious than the European, 
found here; but the quail and the fnipe do not material- 
lu differ from” ours. e are never ſeen here but in 
their paſſage. 
Notwithſtanding what the ba of the Caps: may 
fay, I am ready to think that our fruits tranſplanted thi- 
ther have greatly degenerated. The grapes alone ap- 
Peared to me to be delicious; cherries are rare and bad; 
pears and apples are very little better, and ſoon ſpoil. | 
| The citrons, however, and the oran, ges, eſpecially the 
kind called naretyes, are excellent: the figs are delicate 
and wholeſome ; but the ſmall banana, or piſang, has a 
bad taſte. Is it not wonderful that in ſo fine a country, 
and under fo fine a ſky, if we except a few diſmal days, 
no indigenous fruits are to be found? Aſparagus and 
artichokes are not produced ut the Cape, but all 'the o- 
ther articles of our kitchen-gardens in Europe ſeem now 
to be naturalized: they might be found here the whole 
year, did not the: louth- call wind, Which is Fern for 
| three 
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hee onthe. dry the earth in hah 2 manner as.to ren- 
der it unfit for every kind of cultivation; it blows ſo fu- 
riouſly, that it is nececeſfury, i in order to preſerve plants, 


to incloſe all the beds of a garden with cloſe paliſades 
made of young elms. 


The ſame method is followed 
with young trees; which, notwithſtanding theſe precau- 
tions, never forout out branches on the windward fide z 
and always incline to the other, which gives them a diſ- 
mal look: in general, they are very difficult to rear. 

1 have often witneſſed the ravages committed by this 
wind. In ſo ſhort a ſpace as twenty. four hours the beſt 
ſtocked gar dens look as if dug up, and ſwept. This wind 


continues from January to April at this extreme point of 
Africa, and reaches even a great way into, the country. 


During my travels, it has ſometimes thrown over all my 
carriages; and no other alternative has been leſt me but 
to faſten them to large buthes, to prevent: them from. 


being thrown over toply turvy. 


At the Cape the lorerunner of this wind: is a Amal 
white cloud, which at--firit 
the Table Hill, on the fide adjacent tothe Devil's- Hill. 


The air then begins to turn cooler; in a ictle the cloud 


increaſes, and expands till it becomes ſo large as to cover 
all the top of the mountain: it is the 1 A. bre erbial {az ing 

that the mountain has put on its ere. The clo ud, heey er, 
proceeds rapidly, on and hovers over the eich: one Sada 


then ſuppoſe it was about to be laid under water and 


and buried by a deluge; bus in proportion as it advances 


to the bottom oft the mountain, it evaporates, and ap- 
pears to be reduced to nothing. The heavens remain 
calm and ſerene, without any interruption; and the moun-— 


tain only, for a very little, has a gloomy aſpect, while it 
is deprived 7 chat veil of the enliyc ening preſence of the 


ſun. 


I have con 8 — mornings in examining this 
0 phenomenon, without being able to fathom the cauſe of 
it; ſome time after, when J viſited the Bay of Falſo, on 
the oppolite fide of the mountain, I have often had the 
3 to ſee its commencement and progreſs. 'The 
wind at firſt announces itſelf very weakly, carrying flow- 


_ If along with it a fort of fog, which appears to be de- 
tached trom the ſurface of the ſea. This being collected 


attaches itſelf to the top of 


to gether | 
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together, becomes condenſed by the Table Hill towards 


the ſouth, an obſtacle which oppoſes it in its progreſs ; 
and in order to overcome it, gradually rolling over itſelf, 


it aſcends by its efforts to the top, and diſplays to the 


town that white cloud w hich announces the wind, which 


has already. blown tor ſeveral hours, in the harbour and 


its neignvourhcod, towards the face oi the Table Hill. | 
This kind of ſtorm generally laits three days: ſome- 
times. it continues, without remitlion, for a much longer 


time; often, alſo, it ſtops ſuddenhy; ; and during the three 
5 months when it is preva tent, if it happens to ccale ſeveral 
times in this way, it is a ſure 1 indication that great ck 
neſs will be the conſequence. 


Although this wind is not ſo very dangerous for ſhip- 


ping, there have been ſeveral inſtances of its proving 
hurtful to a great many. When it is very impetuous, 
- prudence, the fear of accident, occations their ſtcering ſor 
the open ſea z but when it collects no fog, it is not per- | 


O 


ceptible! in the town, and blows only in the road. It is 


therefore the collecting of the jog, which, procceding 
forward with great velocity, occations theſe terrible hur- 


ricanes. It is very often 1mpotlible to paſs the ſtreets; 
and, although the care and attention with which doors 
and windows are kept ſhut is very great, the duſt pene- 


trates even into trunks and cheſts of drawers. But, 


whatever inconvenience attends this wind, it ſtill is of 


great advantages to the town; it delivers it from mephitic 


Japcurs, occaſioned by the filth Which is naturally col- 
lected on the banks or the fea, by that which the inhabi- 
tants throw into it, and ſtill more by the blocdy remnants: 


which the Company's butchers (wh a make no uſe of either 


the heads, feet, or inteſtines of che animals they kill) 
thiow away, and leave at the doors of their ſhops; where, 
being gathered into heaps, they ſoon corru; pt infeck the 
1 . ind. the inhabitants, and Hengthen thoſe epidemical 
_ diſeaſes too frequent at the Cape in the ſeaſon when the 
ſouth-eaſt wind has not been prevalent. Ie molt dan- 
gerous and. terrible complaint here is the fore throat. 
People of the ſtouteſt conſtitutions often fall a ſacrifice to 
it in the three or four days: it is fo very violent, that 


the h ve barely time to counteract its eilects by the aid 
of medicine. 


| xt. as. . SF 


was unknown ; and ſince the Dutch have had poſſeſſion 
of the Cape, it has been within a hair's breath of deſtruc- 
tion. The firſt time it appeared, more than two-thirds 
of the inhabitants died. Its ravages, however, were {till 
more fatal among the Hottentots; it appeared that this 
malady attacked them ſooner than others ; 1 preſent 
they are very ſubject to it. 
As this diſeaſe was 1 at the Can by ſome 
European veſſels, the Company's ſurgeons are always 


tance of two miles around, have dry Weather, and a ſky 
Perfectly ſerene. Sometimes they fall over all the ſpace 
contained berween Table Bay and the Bay of Fallo, to 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 25 


The ſmall pox is another ſcourge in all the colonies 


here. Till the arrival of the Europeans, this diſtemper 


O 


ſent to examine with the utmoſt care ſuch ſhips as anchor 
in the roads. On the ſmalleſt appearance of infection, the 

- crew are ſtrictly prohibited from having any communica- 

tion with the town or inhabitants; and an embargo is laid 

on the goods, no part of which, however trifling, is ſuf- 


fered to be brought on ſhore. Were it found out that a 


captain had concealed this diſorder aboard his ſhip, he 
and his officers would be immediately degraded, and con- 
demned to pay a very ſevere fine, if the veſſel belonged 
to the Company. I include here the etre; becauſe, as 
each of them is conſidered to be anſwerable for that part 
of the veſſel which concerns him, it would be impoſſible 
to conceal the infection unleſs with the knowledge and 
general conſent of the crew. Did the ſhip belong to any 
foreign power, confiſcation would be inevitable, 
The wet ſeaſon generally ſets in towards the end of 
April: and the rains are more plentiful and frequent in 


the town than any where elſe in the neighbourhood z 


which may be owing to the following reaſon :!— — At 
the Cape the north wind has the ſame effect with the ſouth ; 


welt in France: it carries the clouds along with it, which, 


paſſing over the town, are topped by their im pale Again 5 


the Table, Devil, and Lyon Hills. Conſtant rains prevail 
then at the Cape; whilſt the adjoining places, to the diſ- 


the eaſt of that enormous ch: ain of mountains which reach- 
es to the ver 


coaſt is clear 010 perfectly free from clouds. This is but 


a [aint | ours of what happens on the Coromandel and 


extremity of Africa; whilſt the eaſtern 
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| Malabar coaſts ; except that this phenomenon. is more 
ſurpriſing here, becauſe it is nearer, and much more ob- 
ſervable. Indeed, if two perſons ſet out for the Bay of 


Falſo, he who travels by the eaſtern ſide of the mountain, 


carries his umbrella with him, to defend him from the 


rain; but he who goes by the weſt __ takes it to {nel : 


ber him from the ſun beams. 

Strangers are uſually well received at the Cape by 
thoſe who are in the Company's ſervice, and by ſome 

other private people; but the Engliſh are adored, either 

becauſe of the ſimilarity between the manners of the two 

nations, or their very much aflecting to be generous. It 


is an unqueſtionable fact, that, immediately upon their 


| arrival, every One is more anxious than another to offer 


them lodging. In leſs than eight days every thing be- 
comes Engltth in the houſe upon which they have fixed 
their choice; and the maſter, the miſtreſs, and even the 
children, fron” copy their manners. At table, for in- 


ſtance, the knife is employed 1or the office of the ſork. 


Of any nation, the French are the leait reſpected; the 
citizens, particularly, cannct bear them ; ard this hatred 
is often carried ſuch a length, that I have heard the in- 


habitants ſay, they had n uch rather be captured by the 


Engliſh, than be indebted for their ſafety to the arms of 


the French nation. Such converſation I at firſt locked 
upon as exaggeration ; and thought, on the contrary, 


that theſe people formed to themſelves an illuſion at plea» 


ſure, to diminith in their own view the merit of thoſe 
ſervices which France then did them, and to get rid pri- 
vately of the burden laid on them by gratitude. Eowe- 
ver this may be, I am Kill cf the mind that the French 
would have had the greateft cauſe to complain of this co- 


lony, had not ſome perſons of diſtinction, whole prudence _ 


checked the murmurs of the populace, made jome re- 


| compence for the injuſtice of this enmity, by thoſe obli- 


| Sing ſervices and etlential aids wich the circumilances 
_ of the time made a part of their duty. Thele worthy 


men were not forgot by the French minifiry, who ho- 
noured one of them with a letter of tl auks jrom his 0. 


vereign. Who is there who has not Bad opportunity to 
praiſe the noble and diſintereſted behaviour of Mr Boers, 


the tical? and who is there who will not always cheriſh 


the 


” LA etors L 
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the remembrance of it in his mind? For my part, I pay 
him the pureſt and the molt ſincere homagez ; and may this 
truth, which I cannot conceal, preſerve the remembrance 


of his name as much as LT know it will offerd his mo- 
. | 


DEPARTURE FOR SALDANHA BAY. 


Ur e of the rupture between Fenn 
and Holland, which had got to the Cape before 
our arrival-——and the ſtill more poſitive intelligence 
brought by us, that the enemy were exerting themſelves 
with the greatelt vigilance made ns apprehenſive that 


we ſhould ſoon have a vil it from them. Government 


therefore conſidering that no time onght. to be loſt, and 
that the ſhips which were anchored in Table Bay ſhould 
immediately take ſhelter in that of Saldanha, where they 
might be in greater ſafety from the Engliſh, an order 
was given for that purpoſe to all the captains. As this 
event appeared favourable to my deſigus; I propoſed to 
depart with the fleet; and Mr Vangenep, who had the 
"command of the Mildelburg, having been kind enough 
to offer me the beſt accommodation his veſſel afforded, 
-and every nner neceftar ö to enable me to be benefit- 
ed from my intended reſ-arches, as ſoon as we ſhould 
reach the Bay, I 1 1 eg his friendſhip with equal rea- 
dineſs and thankſulnels. Ordering my Dag tage, there- 
fore, to be embarked, we ſer fail on the 10th of May, in 
company with other { our veliels ; 3 and next morning an- 
chored in Saldanha Bay. | 5 
This bay extends in an oblique ee 8 the 
right of its mouth, about ſeven or eight leagues ; and on 

the left ſide of the entrance there is a ſmall creek, called 
Hoes Bay, in which ten or twelve ſhips of war might 
anchor on an excellent bottom: veſſels of a leſs burden 
might penetrate much farther, and even to the little iſle 
of Schagpen Eo land, which would afford them very good 
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ſhelter. The water found in this bay is inferior, indeed, 
to that of the Cape, but during the bad monſoons it 
changes i its nature, and becomes excellent. The peaſants 


in the neighbourheod furniſh ſuch ſhips as remain in the 
Bay with proviſions of every ſort, at a much lower rate 
than they could be procured at in the town; ſo that a 


veſſel from Europe, outward bound, if hindered by the 


| ſouth-eaſt wind, which is unfavourable for making Table 
Bay, may eafily gain that of Saldanha, and be certain 
of finding there every ſort of refreſhment in great plenty. 
Near to this place the Company have a polt of a few 
men, commanded by a corporal; who, the moment he 


perceives a veſſel in the entrance of the Bay ſends an ex- 
preſs over land, to give intelligence to the governor, 
"5/7 T DS cachalet*, which 1s a kind of whale which the 


Dutch call noord kaaper, is always to be ſeen in great a- 
bundance ſporting in the baſon. I have often fired balls 
at them, when they erected their bodies upright above 
the ſurface of the water, but I never thought that they . 


made the ſmalleſt impreſſion. We found an amazin 
| aum ber of rabbits in the ſmall iſle of Schaapen Eyland: 


it became a warren to us, and v Was an ; Excellent retreat 


| for the ſeamen. 


There 1s 8 af: game of every kind in the 
| _ neighbourhood. —The chief kinds are ſmall antelopes, 


and all thoſe which I have already mentioned. Partrid- 


ges and hares are met with here alſo; but the difficulty 


of continually aſcending or deſcending among the ſands 
with which this place is bordered, makes it a very fatigue- 


ing and laborious talk to purſue them. Panthers are ve- 


ry general here, but they are not ſo fierce as thoſe of o- 
ther parts of Africa; becauſe, getting a ready ſupply of 


food in the game, they are never pinched by- hunger. 


A few days after my arrival, the commander of the 


n r r e Ns 3 e 
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ſoldiers who were on this ſtation having invited me to go 3 


out on a hunting party with him, we ſet out next morn- 
ing. Though we ſaw great plenty of game, we catched 
none; but about evening, having accidentally ſeparated, 
as if providence wilted to TOES me ſoon acquainted ma . 
| |  thole 


* The ee was generally known under the name of the ſper= 
maceti whale, till Mr Pennant very properly Mae — 


| by e its name from the Bache T. 


. oerts enretes? ; "or, * 


to bark, running continually about it. Imagining that the 


antelope had taken refuge chit: I ran up to it, expecting 


to be able to kilhit; my 'preſer ice and voice ſeemed greatly 


to increaſe the courage of my dog. I expected every 
moment that the antelope would appear; but, vexed at 


not ſecing it come out, I penetrated into the very heart 


ef the thicket, beating on every fide with my gun, to 


clear away the branc hes which intercepted my paſſage. 
Bat what words can expreſs the ſtupor and terror which 


freze the very blood in my veins, when, having come to 
the centre of the buih, 1 ſaw, Laing me full in the face, 
a fierce and monſtrous panther: its attitude after per- 
dceiving me, its Haring eye-balls fixed upon me, its nk 
ſtretched out, its jaws half extended, and its hollow 
roaring, all ſeemed to forebode my deſtrution.: I in- 


"O 


deed already conceived that I was devoured ; but the cool 
courage of my dog preſerved my like. By keeping the 
animal at bay, and making him heitate between rage : 
and fear, I got time to return quietly to the borders f 
the thicket; whiltt my admirable dog kept cloſe by his 
matter, determined no doul X to periſh along with him, 
When I got to F ground, I made towards the public 
road with all expedition, looking behind me every now 
and then. = Pans ſeveral reports of a muſket at a diſ- 
"tance fired, at certain intervals, concluded that they 
came ae my companion, who was in queſt of me. As 
it was now night 1 had no anxicty to rejoin him, and 
pernutied bim to fire on at his N ; he however ar- 
rived, though very late. His aitonilament at ſeeing me 


2 


perfectly ſale and ſound, was only equalled by his joy; 


for he acknowledged that, from the manner in which my . 
dog barked, he thought J had been engaged with an 
hyæna, or a tyger; and that, not heuring me return 


an auſwer when he lired his gun, he ſuppoſed that I 


was torn to pieces. This adventure, which 1 recounted 
to lim very particularly made us both laugh very hear- 


e „„ tily; 
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thoſe dangers which I had come ſo far in queſt of, I re- 
ceived, for the firſt time, a leſſon J little looked for and 
which I am convinced would have made more than one 
brave citizen thudder.—The thots which I had fired here 
and there having awaked a {mall antelope, my dog ſet out 
in purſuit of it; and, ſtopping by a very large buſh, began 
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tily; but what he mentioned to me reſpecting the courſ, „ 
I ought to have taken in this rencontre, mide me regret 
exceedingly that I did not fire upon the animal. As 1 
Vas but a novice in the country of theſe ferocious ani- 
mals, this was the firſt I had ever beheld ſo near-me, and 
| 8 was altogether a ſtranger to the manner I ſhould pro- 
eed with a panther. In this way I amuied my leiſure 
its; and Prepared myſelf inſenfibly tor full nad] 
difficulties. 5 
We went frequently to the Iſle of 8 to Kin 
rabbits. In one of theſe expeditions, which had former- 
ly afforded us much pleaſure, we had a very narrow eſ- 
cape from deſtruction. A whale roſe very ſuddenly near 


_ cloſe by us, that fearing left, when it di 


—— ͤ— *ooSos 


our boat, and frightened us a good dealy It was ſo 


ſhould overſet the boat, and fink it by its enori 


have eſcaped death. 


This kind of als is commonty. from gut to eighty 0 
| feet i in length, and ſometimes more. It frequently emer- 
ges from the ſea with half its body; and when this huge 
body falls back = it oecaſions a noiſe as loud as a 
Cannon report. 5 8 
One evening, at 3 our ll wot a ſhock: which 
made her reel in ſo remarkable a manner, that, igno- 
rant of the cauſe, we got up from table with great 
haſte, and ran upon deck. The alarm was ſoon general 
throughout the crew. Vangenep ſuppoſed that we had 
driven on our anchors, and that we were ſtriking on 
ſome rock; but obſerving, by the ſituation of the other 
ſhips, that we had not ſtirred from our place, it was con- 
cluded that there muſt have been ſome other cauſe of that 
extraordinary motion, and our conſternation was re- 
doubled. Having attempted in vain to find out the _ 
_ cauſe, we at length obſerved a whale, which, ſpringing 
vw before us, had, in diving again, paſſed between our 

. two 


d again, it 
Tous weight, 
the ſailors caſt themſelves into the ſea; but the man A 
the helm turned round the boat fo expeditiouſly, that we 
got clear of the monſter. This fiſh, which darted more 
than twelve feet above the water, beſprinkled us all when 
it dived; and our boat got ſuch a violent ſhock, that it 
was very near overſet. Had it not been for the good 
management of our Naar not a fingle ſoul of us would . 
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two O cables; which eroſſed one another. As the animal 
happened to be impeded by its tail, which is very broad, 
the violent efforts it made to looſe itſelf had thaken, and 15 
even at this time ſhook, our veſſel. The people imme- 
diately got into the boats, and ſeized their harpoons; but 
the darkneſs of the night unfortunately prevented them 
from taking the neceſſary manœuvres to kill it; and the 
inſtant when the boats were approaching, it got diſen- 
£ tangled. Every perſon was vexed at this diſappointment. 
For my part, I regretted it much, until fate enabled me 
afterwards to get one into my power. When the danger 
Was over, we again fat down to table; and, as a falſe 
alarm is always followed by the livelicſt joy, we enter= 
_ tained ourſelves in joking one another, and in reciprocally 
painting the different appearances which fear had on each | 
_ of the gueſts, ſparing none. 
The vigilance of Vangenep, and the alacrity with which 1 
he gave his orders on this occaſion, were to me an in- 

flallible evidence that he was himſelf under great uneaſi- 
YL neſs; but he ſuffered nothing to appear: 1o true is it 
that the coolneſs of a commander conceals danger, and 

| ſupports thoſe who are under him. Such ſhould be the 
behaviour of a good ſea officer, even to the laſt moment. 
The apprehenſion ſoon becomes general, when the crew 
notice any marks of terror viſible in the countenance of 
their captain. I then recollected the example which I 
| had ſeen of this, in crofling the Line, when we ſhame- 

fully permitted ourſelves to be cannonaded by a paultry 
| ner 5 

At the Worth of Saldanha Bay have: is alſo a ſmall 
le 4 in fight, called Dafjen Eylond, or the Ille of Marmots. 
I do not recolle& if any of theſe animals were ever got 
here at any former period, but | ſaw none. There is a 
tradition known by all travellers informing; that a Daniſh 
_ ſhip, being hindered by adverſe winds from entering the 
roads at the Cape, took ſhelter in this bay; and that, 
after continuing here ſome tice, the captain died, when 
his crew interred him in this little land, and creed a 
| tomb to his memory. 

As often as I paſſed this iſle, on the way to gelegen 
= | Eyland, my ears were allailed * a bollow lound "had 
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[ | had in it ſomething very difmal and frightſul. Having 
= ſpoken of it to my captain, he told me that, if I was 
1 anxious, or if it would afford me the leaſt atisfaction, he 
| would land there, eſpecially as he himſelf was anxious to 
ſee the Daniſh tomb. The next morning therefore he 
ave orders to this effect, and we ſet out. 
The nearer we approached, this hollow noiſe (till more” 
attracted our curioſity, and the ſea breaking with great 
force upon the rocks which conſtitute a rampart round | 
this iſle, till increaſed the murmuring ſound, the cauſe 
of which we had not been able to find out. ü 
Having at length arrived, we were forced to wade : 
G - through the water; as the farf was ſo great that the boat 
could not come near enough the thore, where we were 
conſtantly covered wich the ſpray: but, having at length 
clambered up the rocks, with a good deal of difficulty 
and danger, we ſaw inch a ſpectacle as never, perhaps, 
appeared to mortal eye. There ſuddenly aroſe from the 
whole ſurſace of the ffland an impenetrable cloud, which 
ſormed, about forty feet above our hcads, an immenſe. | 
canopy, Or rather a {ky, confiſting of birds of every ſpe- F 
cies, and of all colours: eormorants, ſea- galls, ſea-ſwal- 
lows, pelicans, and I imagine all the winged tribe of this 
part of Africa, were here aſſembled. All their voices | 
mixed together, and modified according to their diflerent 
| ſpecies, occaſioned ſuch a horrid muſic, that I was al- 
molt conſtantly obliged to cover my head, to fave it from 
being torn to pieces, and to give a little eaſe to my cars. 
The alarm which we occationed was ſo much the more 
general among theſe inconceivable legions of birds, a 
_ we chiefly gave diſturbance to the temales who were then 
fitting. They had neſts, eggs, and young to deſend. 
TI hey were like a parcel of ſurious harpies let looſe among 
| us; and their cries almoſt deafened us. They often flew 
| fo very near us, that they flapped, their wings in our 


f faces; and although we fired our guns repeatedly, we 
1 5 could not frighten them: it ſeemed impollible to diſ. 
1 pete this cloud. We could not ſtir a fingle ſtep without 
cCruthing either their eggs or their young, ſo that the P 
[81 earth was completely overſpread with them. . 
— Taube caverns and holes of the rocks were -offelled by 
N Pbocæ and worſer, a ſort of ſea calves and ſea lions. 
10 | Ss © Among 
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Among others, we killed one of the morſe, which was of 


an aſtoniſhing ſize. 


The leſſer crevices anſwered as Place of retreat hs 5 
penguins, which ſwarm here more than the other kinds. 
This bird, which is about two feet long, does not carry 


its body in the ſame way with others; it ſtands erect on 
its two feet, which gives it an appearance of gravity, ſo 


much the more ridiculous, as the wings, on which there 
are no feathers, hang careleſsly down on each fide : it 
never makes uſe of them but in ſwimming. As we came 
nearer to the middle of the iſland, we met a vaſt number 
of troops of them. Keeping firm and perpendicular on 
their legs, theſe animals never put themſelves to any trou- 
ble to let us paſs; they rather more cloſely ſurrounded 
the mauſoleum, and appeared as if reſolved to prevent us 
from coming near it. All the neighbeurhood was entire- 
ly ſurrounded with them. Nature had done more for the 
Plain tomb of the poor Daniſh captain, than what the ima- 
gination of poets goes far in ſearch of, and what the chi- 
ſel of our artiſts performs at a vaſt expence: the hideous 
| owl, however well ſculptured in our churches, has not 
half fo dead and melancholy an air as the penguin. The 
doleful cries of this animal, together with thoſe of the fea 


_ calf, left on my mind a kind of gloom, which inclined 


me very much for the tender ſenſations of ſadneſs and 
grief. I ſettled my eyes ſor ſome time on this laſt aſy- 
lum of an unfortunate traveller, and honoured his re- 
mains with the tribute of a ſigh. This monument, 7 7 


ſed no doubt in haſte, afforded nothing remarkable: 


was of an oblong ſhape, three feet high, and built, SD 
out any mortar, of pieces of the ck ſurrounding the 


iſland. I ſhould have been pleaſed to ſearch the interior 


part of this torab, as it perhaps held, together with the 


diſmal remains of the captain, che hiſtory of his death, 


or ſome information about his family and country. Had 
I been by myſelf I ſhould have preſumed to diſturb his aſh- 
es; but before Dutch failors I was very much upon my 
guard not even to propoſe it. Reſpect for the dead is a- 
mong them carried to the utmoſt height. With an un- 
pleaſant eye they would have ſeen ine lay my hands upon 
this ſolitary and peaceful tomb; and, as they are ſuper- 
Aion to an extreme, if any accident had afterwards 
buappened 
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ll happened the ſhip, they would no doubt have aſcribed 
ll the cauſe of it to me. I therefore prudently kept quiet, 
but, on leaving the. iſland, I reſerved to myſelf in my ; 
WM _ own mind a richt of ſome day returning thither. 
We loaded our boat with animals of various kinds 
which we had caught. The Penguins were not neglected; 
and we extracted abundance Ok. Oil from. them tor our 


; la in U D8. ; 1 : 
it The ſailors al gathered a vaſt nb of eggs, which 1 
18 ſupplied us for ſeveral days with food that we found to B 


be delicious, and which relizy va us very ſeafonably from vs 
being obliged to feed upon tle dry and too uniform {hip 
| proviſions, WE 
I ſhall only add to this digreſſion, which 1 was led to 
conſider us intereſting, a few words as to the ſea lion and 
the ſea calf, Many authors have mentioned them under 
..denominations ſo very different, and with deſcriptions ſo 
falfe, that nothing can indeed be collected from them. 
As to the firſt of theſe moniters, I can only ſay, that 1 
never ſaw any of thoſe trunks half a foo“ long, which, as 
we are aſſured, hang down from the upper jaw of the 
male. As to the ſecond, to which the Dutch have given 
this name, it is the ſame anime with that ſhewn three or 
four years ago in one of the {hops of the Paſair-Royal, 
and which the people who exhibited it called a ſea iger; 
while another of the ſame ſpecies was ſhewn, a few doors 
diſtant, under a different deſignation. It was in this 
manner that, fifteen years ago, "the ſimple credulous Pa- 
Titans, who would not have ſtirred a lingle ſtep to ſee a 
camel, ran in crowds to the fair of St Germain, to ſtare 
with amazement at the gangan, Which was nothing elſe 
but a camel, thewn by an impoſtor under that name. 
Such im politions are leſs ludicrous, as they deſerve to be 
condemned. They have the effec to propagate igno- 
= rance among the lazy inhabitants of the banks of the. 
49 Seine, who, when they give away their money to gratit 7 
1 their vain curiolity, ought allo to take care that 1t contri- ” 
RE bute towards their inſtruction. | 
We had only been three months in this bay, and 4 bad 
already become acquainted with all its environs. I had 
been fo very attentive to my chief object, that even in that 
7 ſhort time I bad got together a large and valuable col- | 
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legion of birds, ſhells, inſets, madrepores, &c. Bur 

an unlucky event, which happened ſoon after, had near- 

ly tripped me of all the fruits of my labour, my reſearch- 

es, and fatiguing excurſions. 

By an expreſs which reached us over land from the 

EZ Governor, we learned that Mr Suffrein, after the le 
of St Jago, had come to the Cape, and that anoth 
French ſquadron was heurly to be expected. This ex- 
prefs brought orders at fame time to the Held. HMollemaude, 
the vellel by which I had come from Europe, to ſet out 
immediately for Ceylon, for which place the was bound. 
B My poor: old captain“ therefore ſet fail, early in Auguſt. 

Ibis unfortunate thip purſued me where ever I went ; 
and I imagine it was written in the book of Fate, that 
| Þ ſhe thould not leave me till I was ruined. When I con- 
« © fidered our ridiculous engagement with the privateer, I 
> [8 plainly foreſaw that the Held-IPFoltemaade would be no 
„ #F ſooner obſerved by the Engliſh, than taken; which in- 
[ [1 deed afterwards was the role, Scarcely had the begun 
3 to ſet ont on her voyage, when ſhe ſell in with commo- 
> dore Johnitone's i i to which the was an eaſy. 
i || prey. This capture was the means of all our following 
- misfortunes. By means ot the th. ime! i impruder ce of 
a 
, 


the crew, Johnſton e, bab ing obtuned the information he 


wilhed for, advaue cad directly towards. us, and appe cared 
3 at the mouch of the bay under E iench ba rs. Every 
s perſon thought that the veflels we aw were the combined 
5 fleet which we expected: but a cutter, which vas a little 
a KD way ahead, having haiſted an Englith flag, fired a broad- 
e WM lideat Us, and this was followed by a general dliſcharge, 
e from all the other ſhips. Being inte rior in numbers, our 
>, | people could not maintain the conii ct, no other reſource 
e KK was therefore left us but to our. cables, and to run 
5. the veſſels aſhore. We all, therefore, left them; AE ©: 
o | every one ſtudied his own 8 by flight. Diſcrder and 
„ [RR confuſion having oon .0vcriproad every RE the un- 
Hs j lucky veſſels were gin en up to. the e reads pilla ge; 
every one attempted to carry off w hat be! liked belt. Our 
d captain ſet fire to his ſhip, but the I. neliſh arrived time 
d enough to prevent the reſt from bing run athore and 
at HW burat. The dread of being purſued, taken, Or killed by 
1 8 the 
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| the enemy, made the ſailors, with the utmoſt expedition, 
1 _ purſue their way to the Cape. Having twenty leagues 
ol ſand to traverſe, before they could get to the town, 
1 many of them were however diſcouraged. Theſe wretch- | 
iz ed people had ſo overloaded themſelves, that they were 
_ obliged to leave the half of their effects upon the road. 
They were ſeen ſpread around, and the different roads 
which they had taken were covered with them. I was 
unluckily out on a hunting party at the time; but having 
| heard the noiſe of the guns, I naturally ſuppoſed that ſome _ 
entertainment was given by our {quadron ; and I hattened ! 
back to ſhare in it. When I came to the downs, what 
a fight preſented itſelf to my view! The Mildelburg blew 
up, and in an inſtant the ſea and {ky were filled with 
burning fragments. Thus had | the piercing mortifica- 
tion to ſee my collections, my fortune, my projects, and 
all my hopes, aſcend to the middle regions, and evapo- 
rate into ſmoke. 

The Engliſh, however, Ai continued their fire to- 
wards the Downs, and purſued thoſe ſtragglers Whom 
avarice had kept too long aboard of the thips. Of five {| 

priſoners, in our ſhip, tour threw themſelves into the wa- 
ter, on ſecing their country's flag, and ſwam ſafe to their 
own fleet; the fifth preferred gong on ſhore with our 
people. Obſerving him upon the Downs, about ten or 
twelve paces {rom the place where ] Rood, I immediate- 
ly recognized him; and as I interrogated him in his own 
language, in the belt way 1 could, as to the dreadful cataſ- 
trophe which had happened, a caunon bullet which carried 
away his head, prevented me from receiving a reply. 
Another bullet, from the ſame broadtide, did the fame 
execution with a large dog, which feemed to be looking 
after its maſter, and which was running up towards me 
with a wild and terrified look, i'be effects which theſe 
two bullets produced making me apprehenſive of a third, 
I inſtantly left my ſtation, and fought thelter on the other x 
ſide of the Downs. | | 
The reader may eaſily conceive what my us muſt | 
have been after this adventure. Suppoling that I did 
not inclune io go to the Cape to aſk pecuniary aſſiſtance, 
and to add to the number ct the unhappy victims who 
| bad ſraged from the fire aud the ſword of the enemy, | 
| inſenſible n 
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have run any riſque, ſince no advantage was to be 


expected from it; without title, without rank, and with- 


out commiſſion; alone, abſent from my friends, who in 


imagination appeared before me; two thouſand miles 
from my wife, my children, and my adopted country; 
in wild regions, without the hopes of getting even a calm 
and ſecure retreat; having no other reſources but my 
muſquet, ten ducats in my pocket, and the thin dreſs _ 
which I then had on me—what courſe could I follow, 
and what could I expect was to be the conſequence ? All 
theſe ideas ruſhed into my mind at once, and I perceived 
the tears trickle along my cheeks. In this miſerable fi- 
tuation I rurned my eyes to the ſhore; but I there ob- 
ſerved that the conquerors, who were following the fugi- 
tives, would have my life in their hands, and by a ſingle 
diſcharge of their muſkets liberate me from all my miſe- 
Ties. That moment, therefore, I conceived a barbarous 
with, and for the firſt time found my heart ſteeled with 
%%% ( C pe 
Soon however regaining the uſe of my reaſon, and re- 
flecting upon my youth, which afforded me a conſoling 
ſupport in my own ſtrength, I at laſt reſolved, and be- 
gan to be ſomewhat eaſier as to my fate. „„ 


It occurred to me that a planter, whom I had fre- 


quently ſeen in my excurſions, and who lived only about 
fur leagues diſtant, would perhaps permit me to reſide at 
his houſe till T ſhould procure aſſiſtance from my family in 
Europe. I went therefore, to his ſolitary dwellin g, and 
entreated his friendſhip, whilſt my misfortune was paint- 
ed in my countenance. Upon hearing my requeſt, the 


tender-hearted Slab-r ſtretched out his arms, and, takin 


me by the hand, introduced me to his family. Next 
morning 1 followed the example of the | 
low, whoſe neſt has been deſtroyed by ſome ruthleſs hand; 
and, not without regret, began to form a new collection. 
In a few days after we learned from the Cape, that all 
the Captains had been broke, except Vangenep, the only 
one who had blown up his thip ; by which great exploit L 
was almoſt completely ruined, _ Ee” 


When they departed fur the bay, 
Vol. I. 


inſenſible to this ſcene of horror, in which I ſhould not 


preſerv ing ſwal- | 


| c they were all 3 5 
ed to blow up their ſhips, if they ſhould be attacked in a 
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fituation where they could not defend heh elves s and. 
they had got a Hoefer, or ſmall veſſel, which drew little 

water, and which could get up into the bay much farther 
than any other, to anſwer as a general magazine, where 


S 


they might keep the ropes, ſails, and rigging, of all the 
fleet. This part of the order was exernted ; ; and if the 


captain of the Hocler had ſet fire to it, as he was expreſs- 


ly ordered, he would have thrown the Englith into con- 

fuſion, and probably obliged them to abandon our ſhips, 
for want of ropes neceſſary to carry them along with 
them. As it was much nearer the bottom of the bay 


than the reſt of the ſhips, whilſt the Engliſh were keep- 


ing up ua conſtant fire, and ſeizing the veilels, he had 


0 


much more time than was required to blow up his veflel. 
He not only neglected to take any ſteps for this purpoſe; 
but he left the veſſel, in order to ſave himfelt, upon the 
appearance of a cutter which came to attack him: he 
did not even think of putting fire to it; and, by a contra- 
_ diction almoſt inconceivable, and which ſeems nearly a- 
kin to madneſs, he burnt and reduced to aſhes a fine 


houſe, ſituated at the extremity of the bay, in a place 


where the water was ſo inallow that even boats could 
ſcarcely come near it. On this account he was purſued 
by Mr Heufke, the proprietor, who was {atisfica 1 ON we 
captain would at leaſt be obliged to pay his damages, 
Vangenep was the only captain who, when we arri fred 
in the bay, above all things, ſeriouily began to take ſuch. 
ſteps as were indi! pentibly neceſſary for execu ting with ri- 
gour the general orders given to all. We hai fille 
every corner of our veſſel with tow dipped in oil, with 
faggots, pitch, and combuſtible ſubſtances of every kind. 
His brother captains were therefore more blume worthy, 


as their being three months idle in this bay had aiforde 


| ſufficient leiftire to be in readineſs, We arrived here on 
the 11th of May; and it was about the middle of eee 
when this diſaſter befel us. RE 


The officers and ſailors ho belonged to our vellcls; who 


had run tothe town in a tumultuous manner , Toon circulae © 

| lated the news of our misfortune, The fiſcal: linding that 

I did not return with the reſt, and hearing no ticings, made 

every poſſible enquiry, and at length found the retreat 
L had Mage choice of. as toon aller! Pad me a vilit; ; 

and | 
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and I fincerely regretted that J had fo ſoon loſt the con- 


fidence with which he had inſpired me. I informed him 


of the diſmal ſituation to which I found myſelf reduced 


by the general miſhap, and of the dreadful diſtreſs into 


which 1 was thrown by the loſs of every thing that I poſe 


ſeſled in the world. I told him the reſolution J had ta- 


ken to remain with honeſt Slaber until I ſhould receive. 
letters from ray relations; and of doing what I could in 
the mean while to repair the loſs of my collections, ang 


to renew my reſearches in natural hiſtory. Mr Boer 
heard me very calmly, and without interrupting me.— 


But why cannot I here be -rpetuate, in golden letters, Bs : 
tender reproaches, and the preſſing invitations which he 
tendered me to follow him? Without aſſuming any con- 
ſequence, without haughtineſs, or the impertinent verbo- 


ſity of our European patrons, but with that open and 
rea! goodneſs of heart which looks on mankind with the 


eye of benevolence, and always conſiders thoſe whom it 
protects as meriting kindnets —* Sir,“ ſaid he, when I had 
concluded my apology, © always kecp in mind that yu 


have been recommended to me. The moment I ſee you 


oppreiſed by misfortunes, is alſo the time, when I, in my 
turn, ought to deſerve the confidence of thoſe ir Jad who 


have relied upon me: I will therefore never betray them. 


My houle, my t table, 2 and every Alkane I can afford you, 
are at your ſervice. Take courage; make new prepara- 
tions; return to your origin al ſcheme; ; and do not deer 


to begin your intended ware by Wanne for precarious 


accounts from Europe. I will farniſh you with every 
thing neceſſary for all 515 exigencies. Accept wy offer 


—1 muſt and I will have it to be 0. 


It was in ſuch affecting language that this man of ſen⸗ 

fibility addreſſed me. To refuſe would nave hurt him 
too much; and I accepted his kind offer. To this gene- 
rous 8 therefore, I was indebted for the invaluable 


advantage of being able to ſet about my preparations for 


this expedition, to which I had long looked forward with 

delight, and to make ready for the ruinous expence with 

| which it was probable it would be attended. I cannot 
| look back upon his kindneſs without pleaſure ; and I muſt 
always entertain a grateful remembrance of it. With 
Emilar lenlations J recal to mind what Mr Hacker, the 
5 2 Ucutenant- 


p — " 


- 
— a 


* 


"4 
— 


2 


— — . 7 
9 . 1 
— 


© owt... od 


8 2 A ²⅛ XA 


os 
A; 
5 
15 


* 


—— 
* 


bs TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


lieutenant- governor, did for me, at the different times 
when I went to the Cape; and I mult alſo return thanks 
to Mr Gordon, the commander of the troops, for the 
| ſervices he had in his power to render me, and in which 
he was not deficient. His curious obſervations publiſned 
in Holland by Allaman, are valued; and I confeſs thas 
I am particularly obliged to him for a number of valua- 
ble details, which I would have perhaps forgot, had it 
not been for the inſtructions and advices he gave me be- 
fore I ſet out for the interior parts of the SATs into 
Which he himſelf had made ſome journeys. 


I aſked leave to ſpend two or three weeks more at 


Saldanha, in order that I might repair, if poſſible, part 
of that loſs which the Englith had occaſioned me. As 
I knew not whether I ſhould afterwards have an oppor- 
tunity of reviſiting that fatal ſpot, I wiſhed at leaſt to 

get ſuch objects as I was well aſſured I could not find in 
any other place. I knew the ground ſo well, and I had 


paſſed over it in ſo many directions, that, I may almoſt, 


| ay, 1 had only to lay my hand upon them; for, before 
the tragical accident which happened our veſſels, J pur- 
chaſed a horſe, and engaged a Hottentot, who conducted 
me to the moſt private receſſes. My hoſt kimſelf, as well 
as his two ſons, aſſiſted me greatly in my reſearches: on 

tlie leaſt ſign, they anticipated my wiſhes ; and I might 
have almoſt ſaid that they were under my command. I 


never beheld theſe worthy people without aſtoniſhment, 


mixed with admiration. Beſides theſe, the good Slaber 
had allo three daughters, whoſe perſons and figure were 
really very agreeable. All the family made a noble ap- 
pearance; they were all of them ſix feet ih. 5 


I improved to the utmoſt of my power, the two weeks 


granted me by friendſhip, with ſo much difficulty; and 


all my time was divided between ſhells, plants, and hunt- 


ing: the latter, above all, which was my ruling paſſion, 
_ continually expoſed me to the greateſt dangers ; and ac- 
_ quired me a reputation for courage, which was circulated 
at leaſt ten leagues round about, 


Having one evening returned very early, 1 found 


Waiting for me at our houſe one of the inhabitants, named 
Smit, a perſon with whom I was not acquainted. He 
dad come to requeſt our * alliance againſt a panther, 


Which, 
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- which, having for ſome time taken up its abode in that 
canton, carried off regularly, every night, ſome of the 


catile ; and, as his propoſal was very agreeable, I readily 


conſented to it. Happy at having an opportunity of 
hunting this animal methodically, I truſted I ſhould be 


able to revenge myſelf for the terror which one of the 


ſame ipectes nad occaliuned 70 me in 1 Saldanha Bay, be- 


fore mentioned. 
Having reſolved to ſet out next morni ing, we engaged 


| fome young men in the net: Zhbourhood to join us. Re- 


mar bing that they did not agree with a good grace, I 


attempted to make the molt timid aſhamed; and this 


ave a kind of ſpur to the reſt. When about to ſet out, 
e colle cted all the dogs we could find; each armed him- 
f:1f cap-a- Pie! ; and, when pr operly equipped, we all fe- 
purated, as if we h: id been about to give an aſſault. To 


get a few hours reſt, and make ready for the fatigues of 
the following day, I threw myſelf on my bed; but im- 
patience and pleaſure prevented. me trom cloſing my 
eye lids. By day-break I reached the plain, with my 
eſcort, where Smit and a few friends were waiting for 


us. We amounted in all to eighteen hunters; our pack 


of dogs was of the ſrme number: : and we were told that 


2 panther; had carried vil 4 theep e the might pre- 


ceding. 
I had loaded: one of the barrels of my gun with very 


large thot, and the other with ſmall ballets ; beſides this, 


I had a carabine loaded with balls, which was carried by 


my Hottentot, who. followed me. The country being 
ver F open, we obſerved only a few detached buthes ketw 5 


and there; but we were forced to examine very cautiouſ- 


If all thoſe which we found in our road. 


Having ſearched more than an hour, we found the 


ſheep, only one half of which had been devoured 5 the 


panther; and we were now convinced, by this mark, that 


the animal was not far diſtant „and that it could nan eſ.- 
cave us. A few minutes after, indeed, our dogs, which 


till then had done nothing but range thr ough che fields 


without any order, collected themſelves all of a ſudden 
and, preſling together, ruſhed forwards two hundred 


paces jrom us, to a very large buſh, where they began 


with all cheir might to howl and bark. 
2 " Diſalounting 
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. Diſmouniting from my horſe, and running towards the 
_ buſh, I ſtationed myſelf upon a ſmail eminence, at the 
diftance of fifty paces ; but looking behind me, I obſer» 
ved diſmay painted in the countenances of all my com- 
panions. One of my hoſt's ſons, John Slaber, a coloſſus 
flix feet high, came, however, and ſtood cloſe by me; 
and ſaid that he would rather loſe his life than deſert me. 
By his diſordered looks, and the palpitation of his heart, 
* ene that the poor youth depended little on his 
dyn courage, and J obſerved that he had need of ſome. 
reſolute perſon to revive his drooping ſpirits. Whatever 
| - His terror might have been, I am of opinion that he 
thought himſelf in more ſafety near me, than in the midſt 
|. of his daſtardly companions, whom we perceived ſtraggling 
| through the field, and keeping at a very reſpectful diltance, 
I) hey had all cautioned me, in caſe I thould get near 
enough to the animal to be heard, that I ought not to 
cry /aa, ſaa, becauſe theſe words would make the tiger 
furious; and that he would ſpring upon the perſon who 
had pronounced them ſooner than upon any of the reſt: 
but as I was in the open field, and in a ſpot where I could 
not be embarraſſed, I repeatly cried out /aa, ſaa, both to 
encourage the dogs, and to drive the animal from its 
hold; but all my efforts were in vain : the animal was as | 
| much terrified as the dogs ; the former not daring to 
come forth; nor the latter to enter the buſh. Among 
the dogs, however, I perceived ſome maſtiffs, on which 
I might have depended, had their ſtrength been equal to 
1 their courage. My bitch alone, the leaſt in the pack, al- 
| ways appeared at the head of the reſt; and alone pene= 
| trated a little way into the buſh. As he knew my voice, 
ſhe was a good deal animated, and on that account be - : | 
came much kiercer. ö 
Mean while, the tiger ſet up a terrible . 55 | 
I imagined every moment that I ſaw him ſpringing for- 
ward. The dogs, on. the ſmalleſt motion which he made, 
_ retreated precipitately ; and ſcampared away as faſt as [ 
1 their legs could earry them. Some muiket ſhots, howe- 
Fer, fired at random, at length determined the animal; 
5 he inſtantly leaped up: and this ſudden apparition was a 
e fignal for every body to decamp. John Slaber himſelf, 
EA who, formed like a Hercules, might have grappled with 
TR! POE | the 5 
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che animal, and ſtrangled him in his arms in an inſtant? 


became confuſed ; and, being overcome with terror, fled | 


towards the reſt, and abandoned me to my fate. I was 
therefore left without any attendant except my Hotten- 


tot; and the tiger, to gain another buſh, paſſed at the _ 
diſtance of fifty paces, which gave us an opportunity of 


ſaluting him i in his Pang with three ene of our 
+ mulkets. | 


He wok ſhelter in a buſh ck fmalter, and nekchoy 15 | 


| high nor ſo thick as that which he had quitted. I ob- 


ſerved ſome traces of blood, which gave me reaſon to 


think I had wounded him; and the redoubled fury of 
the. dogs convinced me that my conjecture was right. 


Some of my people then approached me; but the great» 
er part of them had entirely diſappeared. 


We haraſſed the animal for above an hour, and lied: 


more than forty ſhots into the buſh, till at laſt being wea- 
Tied, and loſing all patience at this ſport, which produ- 
ced nothing, I mounted my horſe, and with with great 
precaution went to the ſide oppolite to the dogs; think- _ 
ing that, while his attention was engaged in defending 
himſelf from them, I might eaſily ſurpriſe him behind. 
The event ſhewed that I was not deceived: I ſoon ſaw 
him ſquatted down, and making uſe of his fore paws to 
defend himſelf from my little bitch; for ſhe came ſo near 
him, conſtantly barking, as almoſt to be within his reach. 
After taking a proper aim, I ditcharged my carabine, | 
which I immediately dropped, in order chat 1 might lay 
hold of my double-barrelled fuzee, which I carried at the 
bow of my ſaddle. This precaution, however, was un- 
_ neceſſary ; the animal did not appear; and, after I had 
fired, I ſaw nothing more of him. "Though I was ſure 
that I had hit him, it would have been very imprudent 


| to penetrate immediately into the thicket. Not hearing 


him, I imagined that he was dangerouſly weunded ; and 

calling out to ſuch of my brother ſportſmen as were 
collected together“ My friends,” ſaid I, * let us all 

% advance towards him, in a cloſe line afrout' if he is a- 
a live ſtill, and makes his appearance, cur pieces, diſchar- 


„ ped at once, mull deſtroy him. ke Dara en de” 


run?“ On hearing theſe words, they all anſwered with 
one voice; ; but their anſwer was in che e In 


hort, 
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ſhort, nobody reliſned my propoltl. Fired with indigna- b 


tion at their timidity, “ Friend,“ ſaid I to my Hotten- 


tot, who was as much animated as his maſter, the ani- 
e mal muſt either be dead, or extremely ill. Get on 


& horſeback, come forward in the fame manner as I did, 
„ and endeavour to diicover what fituation he is in: 


leave me to guard the entrance; and, if he att tempts 
to eſcape, | expect I ſhall be able to diipatch him. 
ç We may finiſh the buſinels, without the aid of theſe - 


t poltroons.?? No ſooner had he entered, than he called 
out to me, that he taw the tiger extending at his length, 
without any ſeeming motian; and that he imagined he 
was dead. In order that he might be certain of it, iche 


fired another ſhot; upon which [ ran up, my whole bo- 
dy being agitated with gladneſs and exulcation, while my 


courageous Hottentot ſhared in my tranſports. Our 
| ſtrength being cdoubled with joy, we dragged the ani- 


mal to the open plain; and, when diſplayed to view, he 
appeared to be of an enormous fie. I then began to 
take his dimenſions with the utmoſt exactneſs: I turned 
him over and over again, in every direction; and exa- 
mined him with the greatett attention. 1 reviewed him 


With a kind of pride. This was my firſt attempt; and 


the tiger, which was a male ons, happened to be prodi- | 


giouily large. From the tip of his muzzle, to thę extre- 
mity of his tail, he meaſured ſeven feet two inches; and 
in circumference two feet ten. In him I ſaw all che cha- 


racters of the panther, fo well deicribed by Buffon; but 
in the ettle ements here he is only known by the name of 


the tiger. This appellation has become prevalent z 
though there are no real tigers in all this part of Africa, 


and though there is a very great difference between theſe 
two animals. The Hottentots call him garoy gas} that : 


is to lay, the ſpotted lion. 


In the ſettlements near the Cape, the panther i in gene- ; 
ral, is much more dreaded than the hon. The latter ne- 
ver makes his approach without giving warning by terri- 
ble roarings. He hintſelt gives the ſignal for defence; as 
if he ſhewed greater cohfidence in his ſtrength, or ale 
bis attack in a more noble manner. On the contrary, 
the other unites treachery to ferocity; he approaches al- 
Ways without making any noile, glides along with great 
, 
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Lerterlty, takes every advantage, and, ſpringing upon 
his prey, carries it off before any one ſuſpects he is near. 


Afterwards I had frequent opportunities of ſeeing ſe- 


veral of theſe animals; as well as of another ſpecies, cal - 
led by the Dutch luyhar, or leopard of the French; and 


a third ſpecies, ſmaller ſtill, called the cat tyger, and by 


Buffon the los, of theſe T ſhall ſpeak hereafter. 


After finiſhing my obſervations on my panther, and 
having drawn a figure oh, him, we began to take off his 


tſkin;z and my timid companions gradually approached, 
when they perceived us quietly at work. The reader 


may eaſily conceive how much they were aſhamed, and 
what marks of confuſion were diſplayed in each of their 


countenances. Ought they not to have biuſhed before a 
ſtranger, who, engaged for the firſt time with a ferocious 


animal, had remained firm, and ſhewn more courage than 


they, though all of them had been born and educated, | 
as one may ſay, amidſt the monſters of Africa? . 


When I had flayed the animal, my Hottentot wrapped 


himſelf up in the ſkin; and, af ſaluting my bold fel. 
low hunters, we returned to our lodgings. 


We marched in triumph, attended by freed: dogs, - 


whoſe maſters had firſt diſappeared ; but they would 
not come near us. The tiger's ſkin ſtruck them with 
great awe; and when my Hottentot, to territy them more, 
turned round, making a kind of motion towards them, 
they run back with as much ſpeed as if the tiger had been 


at their heels; which afforded a good deal of diverſion. 
The particulars of this expedition were ſoon ſpread a» 


broad. Throughout the whole country I was ſaid to be 


a man of courage; and even thoſe who had ſupported _ 


me ſo nolly began to be of the ſame mind. A planter, 
with whom I was not acquaint, and who lived at the 


diſtance of four leagues, requeſted me to aſſiſt his fon to 


deſtroy a panther, which had committed ſeveral depre- 
dations in the neighbourhood. = 


After experiencing ſo much danger i in my 6rft attempt, 


| I was not very fond of engaging in a ſecond. I there- 
fore begged leave to be excuſed ; being determined never 
more to expoſe myſelf to the hazard of becoming a Vice 
tim to ſuch baſe deſertion. Go,” ſaid I to the meſ- 
lenger, 6 tell your maſter that L did not come to this 
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8. country in order to exterminate the race of the tigers, 
„ ſhould be very ill repaid for my ſervices, ſince none 


e but poltroons would derive benefit from them. I 
e chance expoſe me to ſuch rencounters, 1 can combat 
alone; I want none of your aſſiſtance, and I will lend 
« mine to nobody.” Succeſs had thus inſtigated my 
pride, and I ſuppoſed that I was at leait another Theſeus. 


J had, with great impropriety, contounded people of 


whom IJ was ignorant, with thoſe who had given me 10 
much cauſe to find fault with their conduct. This invi- 


tation had come from a perſon named Louis Karſte, with 


_ whom I had afterwards an opportunity of being ac- 

quainted; and I repented that I had entertained ſo much 
Prejudice againſt his children. They convinced me that 
they were incapable of behaving in a cowardly manner 
in the momeiit cf danger; and 5 have my ſelf witnel! fled 
the effects of their intrepidity. 
The period to which kad confined myſelf, when 'E 
left Mr Boers, was now ne: arly ſpent ; the proper ſenſon 
for proſecuting my journey into the interior parts of the 
country was falt approaching; and I had many things 
to get ready, I therefore bade my good friend Slaber 


adieu, and all his family, whom I left with much regret. 


Being delivered from all my cares, enbarrailments, and 
uneatinels, 1 looked towards Sal. lanha Bay for the laſt 


time, and ce on my "ay | back to the 89988 


RETURN PROM SALDANHA BAY o THE carz. 


R Boers was looking for me; ad immediately 5 


upon my arrival, I took up my lodging in his 


houſe, where I got every thing that could flatter my 
' wiſhes, and that friendly attention which the inſolent 
pride of the rich ſells at ſo dear a rate in other coun- 
tries. He anticipated me with reſpect to the prepa- 
rations neceſſary kor my r. and begged that roul 
Nou | 
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would now begin to think of them. Upon this oc- 
caſion I formed a more intimate connection with Mr 
Gordon, the commander of the troops, who thought my 
intended enterpriſe rather too hazardous ; eſpecially at a 

time when the Caffres were at war with the Dutch plan- 
ters, and conſequently with the Hottentots : and, though. 
he approved of my plan, he did not conceal the dangers 
to which 1 thould be expoſed in the execution of. it. 
What he related concerring the riſks which he had run 
in attempting a like proyjed, ferved only to redouble my 
ardour : and I ſappoſed that 1 would be proof againſt all 
| thoſe misfortunes, which he took delight in exhibiting 
to my view; and which, I man coufeſs, were far from 
being flattering. 


! As my people were occnp1! ied | in making ready my bag- 
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bz gage, L examined, with; articular attention, the city and 0 
== its neighbourhood. | | 4 
MT repeatedly viſited the Table and Lion Mountains. Y 
7 4 Though the former, as {© om the bay, ſeems to reach 9 
to the city, L found, boweve, that it was above a league kk 
from it. e \ 
er 2" The foot of this” mountain is oyorſpread with a great 9 
number of broken piece es of rock; which appear to have [| 
} nat one time formed a part of it, and to have been afters 4 
t Wards broken off: the baſe conbits f p wi oa Aite, nd | 

to the very ſun, mit it ſecs to be alternately, compuled 

of horizontal ſtrata of granite ond Sarth,” By he nica- 

| ſirement given by M. de la Caille, it riſes three thou— 


fand fix hundred feet above the level of the feu. A per- 
ſon cannot aſcend it but by the deer fillure, through 
which thoſe ſtreams flow that ſupply the fountains of the | 
town with water; and even this route is very ditficult, 
eſpecially towards the top, where the fiffure becomes 
much narrower, and riſes almoſt perpendicularly. It is 
neceſſary to clamber above two hours, before one can 
* N reach the ſummit; where there is a very extenſive plain, 


s full of enormous rocks, heaped together in con fuſion, and 
y [|Þ& incerſperſed with different kinds of ſhrubs. They reſem-— 
it | ble the ruins of an immenſe city, Time and conſpiring 
„elements ſeem to have deltroyed their projecting parts, 
- | which gives them a very circular appearance. I have 
1 leen lome r, of quartz as round as thoſe pebvles 


da if re 
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| which are frequently found on the ſand by the banks of 
rivers. 


Near the middle of the plain there is a muddy lake, 
from which thoſe ſtreams which reach the Cape flow 
through the fiſſure already mentioned. It is from three 
to four hundred paces round: near it I killed a great 
number of ſnipes. I could not find whether this water 
vas produced by a ſpring, or by the fogs and the rains; 
but 1 found that the mountain was interſected by a num- 
ber of fiſſures, which, like ſo many aqueducts, in differ- 
_ ent places diſtribute the water from this baſon, and ferti- 
lize the plantations ſcattered here and there at ſome dit 
tance near its bottom. | 
Vultures of that ſpecies called perchnopteros frequent 
| che Table Mountain; but the ſouth-eaſt wind frequently 
 obliges them to quit the mountain: and it ſometimes 
blows with ſuch fury, that it throws them down into the 
ſtreets of the Cape, where they are killed with ſticks. A 
kind of baboen apes, which the Dutch call bawtrans, are 
found here alſo. It is known by every body that they 
are great thieves. They diſperſe themſelves over the dif- 
ferent plantations, and climb the garden walls, in order 
to ſteal fruit; but not with that preparation and fine or- 
der which Kolben has made the ſubject of a ridiculous 
and childiſh tale. When the ſky is ſerene and pure, che 
Piquet Mountains, which are thirty leagues diſtant, may 
be ſeen from the top of the Table Mountain: notwith- 
ſtanding this diſtance, they e to e the height 
| of the latter 
When people who for the firſt time viſe this mountain, 
are engaged in the hollow ſiſſure of which I have ſpoken, 
they imagine themſelves attacked by a ſhower of rain: 
though the weather be fine, it really rains to them. 
This proceeds from the particles of water, which, drop- 
ping conſtantly from the rocks above, and falling upon 
thoſe below, are broken by their fall, and converted into 
2 kind of rain, which becomes the ner the nearer one 
comes to the bottom of the mountain. This rain is al- 
ways more abundant in the morning than at any other 
time of the day. The cauſe of this may be eaſily ex- 
Plained by the coolueſs and dews of the night. 
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In this hollow, at the diſtance of about one- third of 


its height from the top, there is a beautiful caſcade, 
where the water falls over a very broad rock. The in- 


habitants of the town ſometimes walk as far as this 
fall; and, thongh the way 1s vaitly rugged, even the la- 


dies indulge themſelves with a ſight of this charming and 


pictureſque ſcene, from a mg POT. of view which 
begins 1 in this ſpot. 
It is very remarkable, that, ! in the hot countries, the 


{laves make fires, in ev cry place where they are at work, 
Which ſerve to light their pipes, and to cook or warm 
their victuals. Thoſe of the Cape, who are ſent to cut 
wood for the uſe of their maſters? families, ſometimes go 
in ſearch of it to the back of the Table Mountain. In 


the evening, when they give over their labour, if they 


forget to put out theſe fires, they inſenſibly communicate 


themſelves to the dry graſs and roots in the neighbour- 
hood. The flames then ſpread rapidly on all ſides and 


ſoon reach deep valleys, where all the wood, both dry 
and green, without exception, blazesforth withſurpriſing ſu- 
ry; having the appearance of ſo many ſmall volcanocs, 
connected together by ſtrings of fire. The flames riſe in 


clouds of different ſhades, according as the caverns have 


a greater or leſs depth; night comes on; and the city, 
the road, and the whole neighbourhood, enjoy a ſpecta- 
cle ſo much the more magnificent, as they are not igno- 
rant of the cauſe of it; and the people are therefore 
quite free from that great terror which ſuch a phenome- 


non would otherwiſe occaſion: for the extent and height 


of this conflagration give to the mountain a more dread- 


ful appearance than the lava does to Veſuvius, when it 


burſts forth with the utmolt fury. Lnever but once ſaw 
this majeſtic illumination; and I can ſay that it afforded 
me very great pleaſure. All the inventions that could 
be made for the direction of ſhips, at the diſtance of 
twenty leagues at ſea, would fall thort of this Pharos, 
accidentally kindled by ſome ſmall buthes, which a neg⸗ ” 


ligent negro has allowed to take fire. 


It is not poſſible to reach the DeviPs Mountain by the 


Table Mountain, though it is a part which has been ſe- 


parated from it at the ſummit, either by earthquakes, or 


v7 tragments falling ſucceſſively; ; but one mar 17 get 
Vor. I. E ww 
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to the Lion Mountain, which, like the other, is a part of 
the Table alſo. It is however impructicable to reach its 
ſummit without a rope, by which one may clamber up, 

thiugh not without a good deal of difficulty. From this 
eminence ſignals are made to ihips at fea. There is al- 
ways ſlationed here a perſon in the Company's ſervice, 
whoſe buſineſs is, tor every veſſel that he ſees, to fire a 
cannon ; and, by a ſignal agrecd on, the town inſtantly 
knows wheth zer the thip comes from Europe or India: 
but the ſame man, after he has diltinguithed the veſſel's 
flag, is obliged to repair to the town, and give informa- 
tion of it 40 government.“ This employment is both la- 
borious and cruel; for it treq ently happens that the 
poor wretch malt deſcend and go up in this manner four 
or five times a day, which oppreſſes him with fatigue : 
like many other things, it may be looked upon as a {ault 
in the adminiſtration, againſt which every body's eyes 
Are cloſed.” The perſon „hom 1 la, told me very cool- 
ly, that little notice was taken of this butineſs: and I 
could eafily credit him; for he was in a molt de 15 rable 
ſituation. Though ouly thirty-five years of age, his 
knees and legs were become 10 itt that he could not 
> alk without great Pain. | 
I paid a viſit likewiſe to the ae eſtate of 8 
tia, behind the Table Hill. Hardly one tenth part of 
the wine is produced by this vineyard, that 1s fold under 
its name. It belonged at that time to Mr Clocte. It is 
ſaid by ſome that the firſt plants were brought thichier 
from Burgundy, others from Madeira, and {ome from 

Perſia. Let this be as it may, certain it is, that this 

Wine is delicious when drank at the Cape; that it loles 
much by tranſportation ; and that after five years it is 
not worth any thing. When arrived, a dwmi-buam, that 
is, about twenty bottles, was fold from thirty-five to for- 
ty 3 ; when 1 7 8 ted it was worth more than an 
= hund re | 5 5 5 
I here is another vineyard cloſe to Conſtants tia, called 
| the Lefer Conlanitas but it is only within thete ſeven 
Fears that it has begun to be as much eſteemed as the 

| former. It has even ſometimes happened, at the Compa- 
ny's ſales, that the e of it has been fold for a lar- 
ger ſum than that of the other. As it is Icharated from 
| the 
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the other only by a plain hedge, it is probable that fors | 
% merly there was no difference between the wines but in 
. the manner of their preparation. 
: All the ſpace contained between the Bay of Falfo and 
5 - the Lable Bay, abounds with country ſeats and beautiful 
K plantations, the owners of which confine themſelves to 
the cultivation of pulſe, fruits, and, above all, of vines. 
/ The moſt eſteemed, and thoſe which come neareſt to the 
* | wines of Con tantia, are thoſe of Becker and Hendrick. 
4 At the Cape, the wine merchants can prepare them in 
_ ſich a manner as to ſell them for real Conſtantia wine. 
| Beſides theſe ſweet wines, other ſettlements, ſuch as the 
G | : Pearl, Stet! «C? U ©<, and Dr apefretn, produce tome Kin. 1 ot 
© WF. - ſack; which are valued very high. Here a wine is alſo . 
+ | | made that comes near to Nota, to vhich that name 15 
3 given, and which I have found as good in every reſpect. 
Thoſe who g go to the Cape to purchaſe any of it, in or- 
[ der to be well ſerved, mut apply to the planters them- 
KM fclves; for the merchants are cheats, v0, knowing that 
bf there i is no guard, Imoke tt i cafks with ſulphur, ai nd 108 
is | 5 
i them up with fpirits, to make them keep 0 15 eng as poll 
2 ble, in caſe they cannot get quit of them. 
: The. common wine of the col atry feldom a: es at 
% the tables of genteel pegple; thoſe gener Aly « Iranks are 
520 red wines, from Bo ardeans ; ; and thoſe import _ in tho 
= Dutch veſlels are abvays pre! fared to the F 13 55 wines, 
2: Ong Only. in ill-conditioned caſs, in which they ne- 
a ver kee 5 1 
15 The 0 ice of their wine at an average, is a florin tha 
| b tile: it however varies according to cireumitances ; I 


es © . 
have ſeen it at three florins, and ſom times at twelve 


ſous. | | 
The beer bowed at the Cape is not much etcemel ; 
oy that of Europe is highly valued, and a great quanti- 
y of it is conſumed. The price of it varies between 
bee and. twenty four ſous the bottle. There is, in 
general, a great ſale for every kind of liquor. 
When one enters a houſe they are always preſented | 
with a /i, that is to ſay, a glaſs of rack or gin, or ra- 
ther of French brandy: | in, however, is the liquor moſt 
uied in the morning. Before they ſit down to table, eti- 
quette makes it necelfary all that they mould! be oifered 
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2 bob, or a little white wine, in which wormwood or a- 
loes have been infuſed, in order to excite an appetite. 
At table, people drink beer or wine indiſeriminately. 
When the deſert is completed, the ladies riſe up, and re- 
tire to a neighbouring apartment, or to the landing place 
of the ſtairs. Pipes, tobacco, and more wine, are then 
brought for the gentlemen z whilſt the ladies are regaled 
with coffee, Rkeniih or Moſelle wine ſweetened with ſu- 
gar, and other cordials. This done, they form parties at 
play; and, when a lucky or intereſting ſtroke is made, it 
BS: always the ſignal, or a pretence, tor a e extra- 
ordinary. 
In moſt families this is the common manner of living 
: with this difference, that thoſe who are not rich uſe 1 | 
of the country only. The vanity of the inhabitants in 
this reſpect is very ridiculous however, While paſſing a- 
long the ſtreet with Mr Boers, one day, he made me 
oblerve a man who was fitting on the ſtair before his 
houſe; and who, ſeeing us near enough to be underſtood, 
call? 4 out to his ſlave, with as loud a voice as he could, 
to bring him ſome red wine. The fiſcal then aſſured me, 
b that this man had not one drop of it in his poſſeſſion, 
1 and that he had not perhaps drank of it ten times all his 
= life. On this account, when we had advanced a little 
1 further, I turned round, and obſerved that his ſervant 
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18 | was pouring out beer to him, 
( 4 The Hout Bay, or Wood Bay, gets its name from che 
1 bruſh wood which is found there: it produces no large | 


trees, but only ſhrubs and buſhes. This bay, which is 
ſmall, and expoſed to the welt winds, is ſurrounded with 
rocks. Veſſels ſeldom ſeek ſhelter in it, except when o- 
vertaken ſuddenly by ſoul weather, and cannot pothbly 
reach any other place. It lies two ate to the . 

| weſt of the Cape. | 
The Bay of Falſo, ſituated ſouth: eaſt of the Cape, is 
three leagues diſtant from it; but one muſt go over a 
ſpace equal to four, in order to arrive at the anchoring- 
ground: the way to it is almoſt impaſſable. This ſpaci- 
ous bay is capable of affording an aſylum to a great num 
ber of veſſels: it is here that thoſe ſeek ſhelter which hap- 

: . to be in 1 able 1 when the welt wind begins to 
: blow ; 


vo 


i- 


with foreign vs lels. When 

ſends them to the to WL to be retold ; and ſom: 

finds means to cupote ot them at live times their original 
| price. 


hood of which it is found To 
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blow; and, for a: contrary. re al. n, when the ſouth cat. 
beg: ns, theſe veſllets retnn to thew former ſtation. 
The commander at tlie Bay of Fälſo has the rank of 
an under merebanle his talaty 1s molke, ate; but 1 15 s PCH 


brings him a great deal by the trade whic ch 
ie purchaſes the 


1 
} 
1 


times he 


2 
1 
6 
* 
* 
\ 


There are a great number of warehouſes cloſe to the 
ſhore of the bay, mW [1:Ct} proviſio ons, for the uie ot the 
Eaſt-India Company's ſhips, are depolited. A 


by 
— 

2 
8} 


beuutikul hoſpital has 8 Beer built here for the 
crews, and a commodicus houſ2 for the gove ernor, * 


generally comes hither and ſpends a lew days While ile 


ilnips are lying in the bay. ROW :merce draws hither: alfo 


a great number of in, dividuals from the Car be, who fur- 
with lod: gings for the = Ig Wk lit the Litter Are here, 
the bay 1 is extremely lively: but as ſoon as > ſear n 


allo us them to we igh their anchors, it _ be COMES. 


Aa 8 8 every one goes away z and its only ithabi- 
tants are a company | ot the garriſon, who are relieved. 
BEET Y - Wo months. The Vencts Which arrive then, and 


have need of proviſions, are in_a ſad ſituation; for it 


frequently happens that the warchouſes have been ſo 
much drained, that they are obliged to bring from tlie 


town in curts whatever theie new comers are in need of: 
and the carriage of thera. generally coſts a very extrava- 
galt Price E. E ie hire of 6 altry cart 1s rom tWenty to 
tlurty dollars a day; I have even known fifty paid for 


1 


02 


Cf 


one: and ft is to be loticed, ac Ohe Tabus 15 ail they 


ean make in a * | 
The -fineſt fith are caught 8 14 particul; z ly he 
romum, that gives its name to a; rock in the neighbours. 
[© great abundance. Oyllers 

are Bihod UP den allo, but they are extremely ſcarce; 
I muit not forget to mention, that in the fields be- 
tween the Day 7x Falfo and the Cape Town, but purti- 
cularly 1 in ches environs Of Conitantia and of NMiuze-lan; ws | 


that. charming tree is found, called u . blaaderen*. 
EYE be hy: char at the time when Dr "Sparrman Was! it 
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the Cape, this tree was not ſo abundant as at preſent; 


tor the planters having obſerved that it grew up very 


faſt, formed conſiderable plantations of it, which are 
now very uſeful to them for tewel. I remarked that this 
tree was not to be found in any other place of the colo- 
ny, not even in the Nimiqua land, from which Mr Sparr- 
man is miſtaken in ſuppoſing that it was brought. I can 
aflirm that it does not grow there; and 1 never ſaw it in 
any of the other cantons through which I travelled. For 
this reaſon I am ready to think that it was carried from 


ſome other part of Africa, or of the world; though M. 
Sonnerat, i in his laſt voyage to the Indies, aſſures us that 


it is the only tree originally to be met with at the Cape, 


It would ſeem that this naturalit had never ſeen the mi- 


moſa nilotica, which is very common there, as well as ma- 
ny, other ſpecies of much greater value. 


The plantations ot Stellemboſeh, Drageſtein, Frinf 5 Fa 
Hoeck, the Pearl, and Hottentot Holland, are different 


cantons, which lie between the Cape and that great chain 
of mountains perceived on the eaſt. "oy: furniſh all the . 
8 Ott ers with wine and fruits. | 
HSiellemboſel is à little village to which ſeveral af the in- 
-bobitants at the Cape have retired, and where they cul- 
tivate their land themſelves, T hes? is here a church, a 
_ minilter, and a /and-rof?, or bailiff, who has the rank of 
an under merchant. He is a kind of filcal, who judges 


in the firit inſtance ; but he cannot impoſe any fine above 


the Jum of fifty rix-dollars: when the affair is more, it 


nuſt be carried before the proper fiſcal. 
The Franiche-Hoeck, or French Corner, 3 in an 


: opening of che mountains between Stellemboſch and 
 Prapeltein, It was thus named irom ſome refugees who 


went thither to cultivate the ground, about the end of 


| the lall century. Ihe toil of it is good, and it produces 


plenty cf corn and wine. — The beit bread of all the colo- 


nies is eat here; but this is not owing to the corn being 
better than in any other place; it is becauſe the French 
method introduced by the emigrants has been ſince preſer- 


ved without alteration from tather to jon. This is all 


that remains cf the remembrance of their ancient and 


cruel country. In this canton i met with only one eld 


man who ſpoke French: ſcme Lamilics, however, till 


retain 


C 


retain their primitive names, ad write them 25 they | 
were written formerly. I have known here Malherbes, 


Dutoits, Retifs, Cochers, and ſeveral others, whoſe names 


are familiar in France. They may likewite be dittin- 


uith.d from the other planters, who are generally all 


"Tar by their br OWN air, and their dark con:plexion and 


{kin. 


obſerved from 'tabie Bay. They are interſperſed here 
and there with farms, which are excellent for producing 


corn. All theſe hills, when ſown, pretent a noble view _ 

to the town in the time of harveil ; and, on account of 
their fertility, they have been called the granary of the 
colony. The back part of thele hills is allo covered with 
corn tarms; ; and this ſpecies of cultivation extends to a 
great diſtance. The plantations near the Cape are ge- 
nerally very valuable, on account of the facility with 
which pulſe, fruits, eggs, milk, and all other proviſions 


ablolutely neceilary, can be traniported thicher, as there 


is always a certain and quick {ale for them-—this is an 
advantage which the other inhabitants do not potlets, be- 

caule they are ſo diſtant. 5 
The inhabitants for twelve miles around the Cape, no 
longer make ule of Hottentots, as they chooſe rather to 


buy negroes, who are not 1o lazy, and on whoſe {ſervices 
they can have more dependance. The Hottentots, natu- 


rally careleſs and inconllant, often run aw ay w hen th ey 
expect ſevere labour, and leave their maſters in great em- 


barraſſment. the negroes deiert allo, with the vain hope 


of procuring their liberty 3 but they are ſoon taken. On 
ſuch occalions they are put into the hands of che bailiff 
of the canton; the proprietor claims them, and, on pay- 
ing a {mall fee, they are feſtored, after receiving a ſlight 
correction; tor there is nct a country in the world where 
Haves are e uſed with ſo great uumanity as at the c k 
ED 6 


Hottentot Holland has this name, bocuulh this canton, 
Which was Originally inhabited by the Hottentots, was 
flirli cultivated by the Dutch. It yields abundance of 
pulie, fruit, and corn. Svellembojch bounds it on the 
nor ch, a chain of mountains on the eaſt, the bay of Fal- 
ſo on the welt, and on the ſouth ſome mountains where 
there are ltill ſome inhabitants to be met with. 
Tyger Hills are the firit chain of mountains ind hills : 
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'The Moſambique AN and thoſe of nec 
are conſidered to be the beſt labourers and the mot: 
fectionate to their maſters, Vhen they land. at the Cane. 
they gencrally coit from an hundred and twenty to an 
h. indred and. fifty dollars each. lie Indians are more 
particularly ſought after, tor ſerving in the houſe and in 
tlie town. " Malays ar 3 o ſeen here, who are the moſt 
intelligent, and, at the ſanie time „ th de molt dange- 
rous of flaves. Fo ail. Te nate their m. rafter or miltrels, 18 
in their eyes but an ordinary attempt; and, in the tive 
years which 1 reſided in Africa, 1 have ſeen this crime 
often repeated. They march to the ſcatold with the ut- 
. molt calmneſs and indifference. I heard one of cheſe 
wretches tell Mr Boers, that he was Happ 5y in having 
committed his crime; that he was w 5 aware to what 
kind of death he would be condemned but that he ar- 
dently withed to ſee his life brought to a concluſion. by 
it, as he would then ſoon return to his own country. 1 
am amazed that ſo ſtrong prejudice is not the cauſe of 
ſtill greater misfortunes. ED 5 
At the Cape itſelf, the Creole ſlaves are me 1590 va- 
-hued: they always fetch double what is given for the reſt; 
and when they hive been taught any trade, their price 
| becomes exorbitant. A cook, for example, colts from 
eight io twelve hundred rix-dollars, and chers in Pro- 
portion to their talents. Pegs are all properly clothed ; 
but they go barefooted, as a mark of iv ery. hat in⸗ 
ſolent ſet of domeſtics 8 feotmen, are not to be teen 
at the Cape; for pride and luxury have not vet introdu— 
ced thoſe ie ile and contemptible attendants, who in Eu- 
rode infeſt the antichambers of the rich, and who in the ar - 
behaviour thew every mark of impertinence. 

When a ranger arrives at the Cape, he is aſton: ty: PR 
to ſee a multitude of ſlaves as white us Europe. ins; but 
this aſtoniſhment ceaſes when it is known that the young 
| egreſſes, 11 they are in the leaſt handione, have each a 
ſoldier of the garriſon, with whom they may go and ſpeid 
every Sunday in whatever manner they chooſe. Seif-in- _ 
tereſt makes the maſters wink at the irregularity of their 
Daves, becauſe they have the proſpect of reaping conſide- 
55 Zable Profit f {rom chis licentious connection, : 


: But 
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But there are ſome negreſſes, however, who are law- 


fully married, and negroes eſtabliſhed in buſineſs, who 
form one body with the citizens. Theſe are men, who, 


on account of their ſervices, or from ſome other motives, 


have been made free. The facility with which they ob- 
tained their liberty formerly, gave riſe to a multitude of 
_ abules; becauſe theſe people, when they grew old and 
infirm, or when they found themſelves deſtitute of re- 
' ſources, and unfit to gain a livelizood, became . 
bonds and public depredators. 5 | 
_ Theſe criminals whom the Batavian government often 
| ſend to the Cape, in order to get quit of them, preſerve 


among theic ſlaves a particular ditorder, which will al- 


ways diitreſs them. Thoſe people, called Bouginees, are 
Malays, all fiſhermen and harbourers of thieves: with 
reſpec to the latter article, their reputation is ſo well e- 

Rablithed, that ſearch is always made in the firſt place 
among them, when a ſlave is nct to be tound, or when any - 


property has been ſtolen, 


It is but ſeldom that a maſter here puniſhes his faves N 
| himſelf; he commonly commits them into the hands of 


the fiſcal, who orders ſach corteQions as they have deſer- 


ved to be inflicted upon them. If a maſter, however, 
who chooſes to punith his ſlave, treats him with cruelty, 
_ the latter may lodge a complaint; and if lie can after- 
wards bring certain proof of his being again uſed in the 
ſame manner, the fiſcal obliges the proprietor to ſell him. 
Should he ſeverely wound or kill him, he would be {ub- 

| jected to bodily puniſhment, or be baniſhed to the iſle of 


Raben. Theſe wite regulations certainly do the Dutch 
government great credit; but how many means are there 
to ſhun them? 


The iſle of Ren ande at ide Hans of two lengues 5 
in the ſea, oppoſite to Table Bay, and in view of the ci- 


ty. This iſland, which has its name from the great num- 


ber of ſea-dogs found near it, is entirely flat, and of very 
ſmall extent. It is the Hicetre of the Cape. It is under 
the care of a corporal, who has the tnle of commander; 
and the unfortunate wretches who are confined in it muſt 
daily deliver a certain quantity of limeſtone, which they dig 


from quarries. The reſt of their time js employed in tith- 


ing, or in cultivating mall Sardeus, for which they re- 
1 | ceive | 
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ceive tobacco and ſome other indulgences. One cannot 


ſee without aſtoniſhment in what a vigorcus manner 


_ greens of every kind grow here: can! lowers above 01 
attain to a monitrous ſize: and, though reared amid 


ſand, their delicacy itil] ſurpaſſes their bulk. Small vio- 


let tigs, of an exquilite flavour, grow Hors alſo. The 
wells of this ſpot ſupply its inhabitants with water as good 
us that at the Cape this is a very remarkable phenorme- 


non in an iſland fo ſmall, and nearly level with the ſea. 
I have obſerved here a great number of black ſerpents 


5 four feet long, but theſe are not of the venomons kind: 
many pat reridg es, and a ſtill greater number of qu: zils, 
are likewiſe found in this ifland. I have lometimes Ku- 
led fifty or ſixty of theſe birds in one morning. 


It is proper here to mention an © ſervation connected 


with n. atural hiſtory. The q nails of the ite of Roben 


and thoſe of the Cape are quite the ſame ſpecies, without 


any difference which could render my ailertion even du- 
bious; yet the quails of ihe Cape are merely | birds of paſ- 
ſage. This fact is well eitabli lhed ; and though the dii- 
tan ce from the iſle of Roben to the continent is only two 


leagues, it is equally certain that the quails there never 


- Pats to any other pl: ace. They are always egually plen- 
titul and found in every ſeaſon. If 1 likewile add that 


the quails ot E urope are of the exact fame ſpecies as theſe, 


muſt we not infer that the former do not paſs the ſea, as 
has been hitherto pretended? Some travellers aflert as a 
truth, that they have obſerved them at ſea : but this does 


not decide the queſtion; for, at the diitance of more than 


ſixty leagues from the coalt, I have ſhot ſtarlings, chaf- 
finches, linnets, and an owl. All theſe birds, which, as 
is well known, never pars the ſea, had been undoudtedly 
driven from their courſe by ſome violent ſtorm or hurri- 
cane; and I thall always believe that the caſe was the 

ſame with thoſe qnails which have been found at ſea, un- 
til this eg in the natural hiſtor * of birds be better 
5 cleured up. | 


J am the more inclined to diſcredir the idea that ds 
croſs the ſea, becauſe they may pats by land to Atrica, 
and return by the fame way. It is not improbable that if 
thoſe of the itle of Roben dare not venture to croſs that 
| {mall e of ſea which ſeparates them from the auch 
ä . | | mus 


go cf 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 59 


much leg will they dare to hazard a paſſage incomparably 


more conſiderable. The quay is a very heavy bird; and 
the ſmallneſs of its wings, in proportion to the weight of 


its body, is nowiſe ſuited to a 10 "JUS and continued night. 
There 1s ſcarcely a ſportſman who does not know by: ex- 
perience e that, hen he ſprings a quai] three or fur times 
ſucceſſively, it is impoſſible tor it to fly any more; and 


that, ſpent "with fatigne, it permits itſelf to be taken by 
the hand. This is the caſe . ich oy 1 1 birds ol this 


2 er with the quail «hich ! is common to Furope 5 
and Africa, there is alio found at the Cape a much imal- 
ler bird, which they likewiſe call a quail, but very inp ro- 


perly; for it has only three toes on each fo" t, and all dis 


rected ſorwards; a mark ſufficient ro convince us that 
they ought not to be contounded. M, as in His 
Voyage to India, deſciibes a bird of the lame kind d, winc] 


4 


he calls the 7hree-!oed quail, M. Besfontaines mentions 
alſo, in Eis Voy a ZE LO the Coalts on * u bary, a like ip e 
cies approaching near to that of the Cape, of which it 18 
dbubtleſs a variety. I am Aeg ainted with two others 


much larger, one of the ijian of Ceylon, and the other 


of Java: I {hai! give a deſcription of them; and 1 hink: 


it will be nece HATY, to make a new genus of tliem, to ſerm 


the link of connection between the quail and the Frenc] 


field duck, to which it has à great reſemblance in 5 


confor mation ol its toes; Govervment [> nds ann Aly 2 
detachment to the ifle of Roben, to kill fea cows and pen- 


guins, from which au oil is extracted, particularly from 


the latter: they furniſh a great deal. There is a fmall 


creek at the point of Roben ' where a veſſel might find 


ſhelter, if the touth-caſt winds thould inder her fron: ma- 


king the roads at the 52 be. 


When I left Eutope to travel brorgh Africa, it was 
no part of my pl: mn to ks any notice of the manners 
and cultoms oi e inhabiran ats of the Cape, much leſs 


reſpecting the political, ci Vis, and military forms ef its 


government. This is 2 ſubject, Jconfeſs, which engaged 
the leaſt ſhare of my attention, and which I ſhould give 
an account of with the createlt rcluctance, even were 1 


intereſted in doing it. + have 1 my own realons tor acting 


with this relerve, almoſt in the tame manner as the reader | 


may 
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may have his for being curious; and neither the reader 


nor I has any occaſion to know them. However, from 
Kolben's reveries we may collect certain facts, which a 
relſidence of ten years at the Cape Town gave him an op- 
portunity of obſerving. In this point he has not impoſed 
ſo much on the public as may be imagined. His work, 


perhaps, contains truths which do not exiſt at this day, 


and which have been conſidered as fabulous. But man- 
ners, characters, faſhions, laws, and even empires, change 
i the revolutions of time, and aſſume numberleſs varia- 
tions. They reſemble the features of a countenance disfi- 
gured by old age, which has no affinity to the portrait 
drawn from it when in the bloom of youth. | 


This is not the caſe with what this ſedentary traveller 


| has hardily advanced as to the Hottentots and their religi- 
_ ous ceremonies, It what he deſcribes ever exiſted, the 
ſpirit of philoſophy, which imperiouſly hovers over Eu- 
rope, mutt have a little cooled the ſcorching air of the 
African regions; for I obſerved there no trace of religi- 
on, nothing even that approached the idea of an avenging 
and rewarding ſpirit. I lived long enough with and a- 
mong them, in the very heart of their peaceful deſerts; | 
with theſe hardy people I have accompliſhed journeys to 
very remote parts of the country: but no where did I 
| Perceive any thing like religion, any trace of what he 
tells us reſpecting their legitlation and their funerals, or 
of their cuſtoms at the birth of their male children; and 
= nothing, in ſhort, of what he is pleaſed to mention anent 
| hs ridiculous and dulgaſting ceremony of their marrĩa · 


S. 
Kolben's 3 at the 8 is not yet out 5 a 


f It is a well known fa& that he never left the town : 
and yet he writes with all the confidence of an eye wit- 
neſs. It is however beyond doubt, that, after an abode 
of ten years, having failed to accomplith what he was 

commiſſioned to do, he found it much eaſier and more 
convenient to collect all the tiplers of the colony; who, 
treating him with deriſion, whilſt they were drinking his 
wine, dictated memoirs to him from tavern to tavern; 
tried who could relate to him the moſt abſurd and ridi- 
| culous anecdotes j ; and entertained him wich information 
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till they had empticd his bottles. It is in this manner 


that new diſcoveries are made, and thus is the * 
ol che human mind extended ! | 


JOURNEY TO THE EAST OF THE CAPE, THROUGH THE 
COUNTRY OF NATAL AND. THAT, OF. CAFFRARIA, 


 AVING now finiſhed the ditkerent reparations for 
my journey, L ordered the whole ſcattered provi- 
ſions to be gathered together. They were indeed ſome- 


thing conſiderable; for in that firſt heat which carries the 
imagination beyond the ordinary bounds, I neither knew 


nor had ſet myſelf any bounds. On the contrary, deter- 
mined to proceed as far and as long as I poſſibly could, 


I knew not whether I ſhould ever have it in my power 5 


to return ; but I wiſhed above all to guard againſt the diſ- 

agreeable diſappointment of being obliged to ſtop, through 
the want of things abſolutely requiſite. Even to articles, 
therefore, the utility of which did not ſeem to have a 


direct object, I omitted nothing that might be neceſſary | 


to my preſervation in unforeſeen circumſtances ; and 1 
was always afraid that I ſhould hare gecalion to res 
proach myſelf with fome prejudicial neglect, The three 
months which I ſpent at the Cape and its environs after 
I returned from Saldanha Bay, were not more than ſubs | 
ficient to forward all theſe preparations. 
TI had deſired that two large four-wheeled waggons | 
mould be conſtructed, which were covered with double 
fail-cloth ; and five large boxes, which exactly fitted the 
bottom of one of theſe carriages, and which could be o- 
pened without being diſplaced : over theſe was a large 
mattreſs, upon which I propoſed to ſleep during my 


journey, in caſe want of time or any other circumſtance 
thould prevent me from erecting tents. 


This mattreſs 
rolled back upon the other box, and it was there that T 


| rommonly fixed a cabinet or cheſt of drawers appointed 


— 


— 


S —— 
ene — 


62 
to receive inſects, butterflies, and ſuch other tender ob- 
jects as needed great care and attention. 
| Having ſo completely ſucceeded in the preparing of 


this box; my collections were kept there ſo well, and 
they arrived in ſuch good caſe, that, for the benefit of 
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naturaliſts who ſtudy this branch, and who may be inci- 


ted to undertake a like j Journey, I thall, with great Plea- 
ſure, give a deſcription of its form. It was about two 
feet and a half in height, eighteen inches in depth, and 


as much in breadth, It was divided into compartments 


lengthwiſe, each containing a drawer, which roſe only 
three inches from the bottom. Theſe drawers placed 
thus vertically drew upwards, and were open below, fo 
_ that, if violent jolts (and of theſe we had a good many) 
happened to miſplace any of the inſects from their frames, 
chey fell to the bottom of the box into the empty ſpace of 
three inches, which I had reſerved, and couid in no wiſe 


Hurt thoſe that remained firm: a coat of virgin wax, two 
or three lines in thickneſs, melted with linſeed oil, and 


applicd to the bottom of the box, ſtopped its pot es, and 
2 all deſtructive vermin were kept at a diſtance by its ſmell, 


This firſt waggon, which carried almoſt my whole ar- 


5 5 fenal, we named the maſter woggon. Ihe compartments 
of one of the five boxes already deſcribed were filled 


with large ſquare bottles, each containing five er fix 


pounds of gunpowder. This was placed there only for 
immediate uſe, and to ſupply the wants of the moment. 
Several ſmall barrels compoſed my general magazine; 
and, to preſerve them from fire or moiſture, I ralled” 
them up in ſheeps? ſkins newly flayed. This covering, 


when thoroughly dry, was abſolutely impenetrable. Rec- 


| Koning every thing, 1 could depend upon four or five 

hundred pounds of gunpowder, and two thouſand, at 
leaſt, of lead and tin, either unwrought or formed into 
| ſhot and bullets. Of ſixteen muſquets I had twelve in 


one carriage: one of theſe, intended for large animals, 
ſuch as the rhinoceros, the elephant, and the hippopota- 


mus, carried a ball that weighed a quarter of a pound. 


Beſides theſe, I was provided with ſeveral pairs of dou- 
ble-barrelled piſtols, a large ſcymeter, and a poniard. 
The ſecond waggon exhibited in caricature the moſt cu- 


rious . Perhaps ever len; but on chat account 
; it 
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it was no leſs valuable to me. It was my kitchen. What 


delicious and peaceable repaſts did I enjoy! and how | 
dear to my heart the remembrance of my charming and 


domeſtic life {till is! Whenever I am preſent at thoſe din- 
ners of ceremony and conſtraint, where languor common» 


ly preſides, the diſguſt which they occaſion conveys me 


ſuddenly back to the gentle noiſe of our haltings, and 
preſents to my imagination the molt lively and variegated | 
picture of my good Hottentots Fee in preparing a 


dinner for their friend. | | 
My kitchen utenſils were very ncolfiderable. 1 had 


= gridiron, a frying. pan, two large kettles, a cauldron 
aA 0 china plates and dithes, coffee pots, tea- pots, cups, 
bowls, and ſome boilers. Theſe were almoſt all the ar— 


ticles which compoſed my houtchold furniture. 
HBeſides theſe, for my own perſon, 1 had provided my- 
ſelf with all kinds of linen, a great quantity of white and 


_ candied ſogar, collce, tea, and ſome pounds: of choco- 
ie,, 


As 1 imaginedi it would be needful for me to ſopply the | 


Hottentots who accompanied me with tobacco and ſtrong 5 
liquors, I provided an ample abundance of the firſt arti- 
cle, and three caſks of the latter. I carried with me al- 
ſo a large ſtock of glaſs ware, toys, and other curioſities, 
20 exchange with the natives as occaſion might require, 
or to gain their friend{hip. To all theſe things belong- 
ing to my caravan, 1 mult till add a large and a ſmall 
tent, inſtruments requiſite for repairing ny waggons, and 


for melting lead; a jack for railing burdens, a quantity 
of nails, iron in bars and in. {mall pieces; pins, thread, 


needles, diſtilled liquors, &c. &c. Such was the cargo 
of my two carriages, which might weigh each nearly a- 
bout two tons. I mult not here omit to ſpeak of my 
| drefling box, which afforded me great amuſement. No- 
thing could equal the altonithment with which it filled 


the ſavaces in the remote parts of the country. I always 


made uie of it in their preſence ; and their converſation 
on this ſubje& has oftener than once prolonged my toilet, 
and procured me a very agreeable recreation. 


My train was compoſed of thirty oxen; twenty for m 7 ö 


tui carriages, and ten more to reheve 1 three hun- 
Sw ters, nine dogs, and five Hottentots ; but 1 afterwards 


. | couliderably | 
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conſiderably increaſed the number of my animals and at- 
tendants. That of the latter amounted ſometimes to for- 
ty. It increaſed or diminithed according to the heat of 
my kitchen; for in the heart of the African deſarts, as in 
more poliſhed countries, one meets with abundance of 
agreeable paraſites, whoſe countenances are ſeldom tin- 
ged with a bluſh: theſe, however, without being very _ 
troubleſome, were not altogcther uſeleſs to me, and they | 
did not diſappear when the cloth was taken fl. 
My intended journey being known throughout all the = 
Cape Town, when the time of my departure approached, 
I was ſtrongly ſolicited by ſeveral people who wiſhed to 
accompany me. Every one ſtrove who ſhould firlt offer 
his ſervices: but theſe gentlemen and I reaſoned in a 
manner very different. They thought that their propo- 
ſals would afford me much joy; and they could never 
believe that I meant to depart alone: Such an idea ap- 
peared to them to be altogether ridiculous; whilſt I, on. | 
the contrary, conſidered it as very judicial and prudent. ” 
I had been informed that, of all the expeditions govern- 
ment had ſet on foot, for making diſcoveries in the inte- 
rior parts of Africa, not one had ſucceeded. 1 knew al- 
ſo that a diverſity of humours and characters could never 
57 conduce to the fame end: in a word, that concord ſo requi- 
BH fite in a hazardous and new enterpriſe could not be main- 
FW | tained amongmen, where felf-love would make theniflatter 
themſelves with gaining an equal ſhare in the honour of 
its ſucceſs. After thele reflections, I was not inclined to 
expoſe myſelf to the ritk of loſing the expence of my jour- 
ney, and the fruits which I hoped to derive from it. 1 wiſh- 
| ed to ſet out alone, and to be entire maſter of myſelf : I 
therefore kept firm to my purpoſe ; and, rejecting all theſe 
offers, cut ſhort every propoſal of the kind that was made 
to me. When my equipage was quite ready, I bade my 
friends farewel, and on the 18th of December 1781, at 
nine in the morning, I departed, eſcorting my convoy, 
myſelf on horſeback. I did not intend to make a long 
march. According to the plan which I had laid down, 
1 directed my courſe towards Hottentot Holland ; and 
towards evening, halted at the bottom of thoſe moun- 
- kains by which it is ee on the call ide of the 8 
1 eing 
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Being then quite abandoned to myſelf, and not expec- 
ting any ſupport or aſſiſtance but from my own arm, I 
returned, as | may ſay, to man's primitive ſtate; and, 


for the firit time in my lite, breathed the delicious and 
pure air of liberty. 


I was now under the neceſſity of ſubj⸗ Ring my opera- 
tions, as well as my people, to ſome ſort of order; for 
every thing depended on my commencement. Without 


| being a deep philoſopher, I had ſufficient acquaintance 


with marikind to know that thoſe who with to be obeyed, 


muſt preſcribe laws ; and that, unleſs they are Ready and 
vigilant over their actions, they can never flatter them- 


fever with being able to govern thoſe who are under 


them. I had to fear, every moment, that I ſhould be 
abandoned by my attendants, or that my weakneſs would 


lead them into diiowler. Without affectution, therefore, IL 
purſued a prudent courſe, which I always followed after- 


Wards; and no circumdamce whatever made me relax, 
even tor a ſingle day, in my uleful ſeverity. 


Scarcely had we halted, when I gave orders for the N 


cattle to be unyoked in my prelence; and 1 ſent my oxen 
to feed, under the care of two of my people, in whom I had 
perceived uncommon punctuality and intelligence. With 


the relt, I reviewed my carriages and feds... in order to 


ſee that nothing was out of. order: J even examined the 
wheels and the harneſs: and I gave to each his employ» 


ment; and addreſſed them all, in a ſhort ſpeech, as to 


the different occupations which would afterwards be af- 
ſigned to them. This procedure immediately filled them 
with the idea that I was a careful and prudent man, and 
that the leaſt neglect in their ſervice could not eſcape nie. 


After this ceremony, I mounted my horſe, and went to 


reconnoitre the road on the mountain, which we were to 


travel next day On my return, I found my oxen in ex- 
cellent condition, and a large fire burning, which I had 


ordered to be kindled. Having made a flight ſupper on 


the proviſions age we had brought from the town, we 


went to reſt; | in my carriage, and my Hottentots un- 
der the canopy of heaven. 


Next morning we yoked our oxen before day, and 


made ourlelves ready for attempting the mountain; but 
we could not reach the top of it without being in great 


SS: NN danger 
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| danger of breaking our carriages, and laming our oxen, 
The road is cut out even, on the hack part of it; but it 
is ſo ſteep, and fo rough with ſplinters of rock, that I am 
_ ſurpriſed government ſhould have ſo much nevletted the 
only route by which the inhabitants of theſe cantons can 
go to the Cape. From the top of the hill there is a no- 
ble and mott extenſive view, including all the plantations 
that lie ſcattered throughout In immenſe _ incloſed 7 
by a chain of other hills and the ſea. 5 
Me xere under the neceſſity of unyoking our oxen 
here, to let them take breath, and to give them ſome 
hours reſt. As I was uneaſy about the deſcent, and an- 
xious to know the ſafeſt method of getting to the plain 
country, I made ule of this {ſnort interval in taking a ſur- 
vey of the neighbourhood. Having remarked that a gra- 
dual and gentle deſcent on the back of the mountain 
would lead us, ſafely, to that delightful country, I was 
quite freed from my difficulty; and returning ſpeedily to 
my caravan, we ſet out again on our march. The road, 
was indeed, very convenient for our carriages, and did 
not in any degree impede their motion: we therefore de- 
ſcended, with a pleaſure and eaſe equal to the pain and 
_ unhappineſs which we had experienced on the other ſide. 
As ſavage animals ſeldom appear in theſe cantons, having 
nothing to dread, and no precautions to take, we proſe- 
cuted our march till ten at night, and arrived at the ri- 
ver Palmit, which is fo called by the Dutch, becauſe of 
= the great quantity of reeds that grow upon its banks. 
On getcing up next morning, we looked for our oxen, 
MEE "ng in vain; they had all diſappeared : unaccuſtomed as 
RA pet to lie down beſide our carriages during the night, : 
Ny 211-8 they hadWiſperſed themſelves on every ſide. My people, 
however, went in ſearch of them; but it was a conſide- 
ble time before they could get them gathered together, 
and we were not in a ſtate to depart before nine. About 
eleven, diſcovering a plantation about fifty paces from 
me, I proceeded towards it; when the proprietor who 
had no doubt ſeen my caravan, came up to meet me. 
So ſoon as he obſerved me, he made himſelf known; and 
J found that he was the ſame perſon who, at the Cape, | 
had ſold me my maſter «vaggon, and the five pair of oxen 
which drew it. I could not help ſtepping on this oc- 
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eafinn, and accepting a Kaner from him, which he of. 
fer in the moit prefling manner: I yielded to his 


entreaties, elpecially, when he acknowledged to me, that, 
having learned at the Cape the day of my departure, and 
the road J intended to take, he had taken the (tart of me 
with his people, and made preparations to entertain me 
at his houſe, I defired that the oxen might be unyoked 
on the ipot where he had met me; and going along with 
him, was very politely received by his wife and two pret- 
ty daughters, who compoled all his family. Till the 
dinner hour, we employed our time in viewing his eſtate; 
and, during our repaſt, he did not neglect to enlarge u- 
pon the excellence of the waggon which he had ſold to 
me. TI was even forced to litten to a long hiſtory, in 
which he repeated all che good qualities of every one of 


the oxen wlüch drew it. 1 mud, indeed, do him the juſ- 


tice to ſay that he did not im pole upon me: I have ſince 


experienced, and, I muſt allow, much to Mr Smit's cre- 
dit, that theſe oxen were the belt 1 ever uſed, and the 
moſt to be truſted to; and that, in ray uncon mon tract, 
and the moit dangerous Patties, his Wagons. being: folid- 55 


* built, held out to the very laſt. 


I reliſted the entreaties of this good candle,” who . 


red me to ſpend the night with them, and departed im- 
mediately after dinner; and, after tome hours travelling, 
we croſled the river Bat” and all that canton which is 
called Cuwe-Hoeck, I was anxious to make up for the 


time I had waited at dinner; and theretore we did not 


halt till eleven at night, beſide a little pond of brackiſh i 


Water. . | 
The ſan had ſcarcely appeared 1 the korizon, 


' when we ſet forward on our journey; and, in the morn- 


ing, we ſtopped at the houle- of Francis Bathenos, who 
ſent me a loaf which 1. aſked from him, and for which 
he would have no payment. He alſo requeſted that 1 


would alight; but I declined, not wiſhing in any man- 


ner to ſpend any time in paying viſits. In this diſtrict 1 
conſtantly, met with amazing flocks of that kind of ante- 


lopes which the planters name reebock : it is as yet very 
little known: Mr Sparrman merely mentions it; and 
the name of this animal, in the French edition of his 
work, is badly tranſlated; for reebock does not ſignify 


Fed 
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red goat, but goot of the ſea ore. — The heat at noon | be- 
came ſo cxccilive, that I was under the neceſſity of ſtop- 
ping; and, as my people and cattle were taking breath 
a little, wade a ſmall trip, in which I killed one of 
theſe reebocks: it was a male; the colour, in general, 
vas a delicate grey, rather darker on the back than the 
ſides, and the belly was white: it was not abſolutely red- 
dith, nor were its horns more chan five or ſix inches long, 
Sparrman who ſays he deſcribes them merely from me- 
mory, muit have been miitaken, when he mentions them 
as being a foot long. The delcription and figure of this 
antelope will be found in my account of the African 
nadrupeds. When I returned to my people, we halt- 
ed a little while, to eat a few ſteaks from the animal 1 
had juſt killed: and, in the ſpace of ſour leagues, which we 
travelled in order to get a conventent (pot for encamp- 
ing, we ſaw near us, on all ſides, flocks of antelopes, 
bontebocks*, and bubales+, together with ſome zebras, 
cc. &c. and a good many oltriches. The variety and 
gait of theſe large flocks were very entertaining, and me- 
rit the attention of a naturaliſt. My dogs fallow ed very 
keenly all theſe different ſpecies, which cr fled each other 
as they fled, and ſometimes found themſelves all pro- 
miſcuouſty collected into one body, according as the 
dogs attacked them. This confulic on, like ſtage machi- 
nery, ſcarcely needed a moment to rectiiy; 1 c: I cd back 
my dogs, and each individual immediately returned to 
its flock, which kept at a particular dit tance from the 
reſt. This ſight will be more ealily underſtood, by keep- | 
ing in view the month of May in Holland : nothing! 18 
then to be ſeen but vait flocks of cattle, ſeparated from 
one another with a kind of ſymmetry, and which are ne- 
ver blended together. T heſe animals were ſo full of cu- 
rioſity, and ſo tame, that, if it had not been my dogs, 
1 might have killed a great many of them from my 
cCarriuge; ; but the approach of the noun put them all to | 
” flie ght. 
A certain lads equally 3 Gs to a 
| terize all animals with horns, and particularly antelopes; - 
the zebras and oltriches my kept at a Ailtaner. 1 
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As we were only four or five leagues from ſome warm 
baths, much talked of by the inhabitants of the Cape, 1 


was anxious to fee them; though I was, at ſame time, | 
afraid that my journey would be retarded. To make in 


the one way what 1 was about to loſe on the other, I ſet 


out earlier than uſual; and at ten in the morning we 


found ourſelves cloſe by them. This ſpring of warm 


mineral water, which is about thirty leagues fromthe Cape, 
is commonly held in great eſtimation. Government 
have erected a very ſpacious and convenient building here, 
for the uſe of ſuch invalids as may be anxious for bathing : 
their lodging, indeed, coſts them nothing; but theſe in- 


valids are obliged to furnith their own. e eee a 


matter not eaſily done in a country affording very few 
reſources. In this place there are two ſeparate baths, 
one for the blacks, and another for the whites, Near 


this alſo ſtands that mountain, called the Tower of Ba- 


bel, the height of which has been fo much exaggerated by 8 
Kolben it is far from being equal to that of the Table 
Mount. Around this place, the company, under the di- 


rection of a corporal, have eſtabliſhed ſeveral repoſitories, _ 
where they feed all the cattle which are de for ſup- 
: plying their ve:ſels with proviſions. 


Next morning I paſſed the river dieenbock, not ſar from — 


| which ftands a beautiful ſeat belonging to a widow named : 


Wiſſel; and after dinner, before I croſſed a' ſecond river 


called Sonder End, I ſaw in my way the Zicken-Huys, This | 


is a repoſitory or rather hoſpital for the diſeaſed oxen be- 


longing to the company: they are here ſometimes cured; 


but this eftabliſhment is attended with one convenience, 
which is that theſe animals cannot convey their infection 
to thoſe that are in health, and ſeparated from them. 
1 had determined upon travelling during the whole 
night ; ; but I was obliged to halt at nine in the evening, 
in the valley of Socte- Al Llek, as a boggy marſh blocked up 


our way: it would not have been prudent to e 5 
ourſelves in it while it was dark. 


Larly next morning I ſaw at a little Siſlanes a beauti- 
ful houſe, which was a poſt belonging to the company, 
under the command of Mr Martines. As ] was acquaint- 


ed with him, having been repeatedly in his company at 
the hical's houſe at the Cape, L paid him a viſit. Like ; 


an ; 
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all the other planters, he invited me to ſpend a few days 


with him; but my impatience te proceed on my journey 
made me reject his kind offer. About noon I paſſed near 
a {mall horde of Hottentots, who appeared to me ſo mi- 
ſerable and wretched, that I gave them a few preſents. 
IT ſaw no kind of cattle among them; they ſubſiſted ſole- 


ly upon what they could get for their work in the adja- 


cent plantations. I deſired ſeveral of them to follow me, 


and promiſed to pay them abundantly on their return; 
but I could not prevail on any of them, until ! had aſ- 


ſured them that I would give them a quantity of tobac- 
co, ſuſſicient to ſerve them on the road. They then en- 
gaged that they would be at my fe rvice.— Having ſpent 
the might at 7 ' iger-F1vec, or the tigers corner, I waited 
for my recruits till nine next morning ; but juſt as I was 
begun to deſpair of them, and to think of proſecuting my 
journey, they arrived, three in number, with their arms 


and baggage. This ſmall reinforcement gave me much 


pleaſure: they mixed with the reit; and, ſoon getting 


acquainted, I delayed my departure until che after- 
noon, reſolving in the mean time to make a little tour in 


the neighbourhood. One ef the new comers aſked liber- 
ty to follow me, aſſuring me that he was an excellent 
huntſman; but as I had brous: zut with me from Eu— 


rope that prejudice which pes ple commonly have againſt 
thoſe who ſound their own praiſes, 1 had but little con- 


fidence in the talents ct my Hottentot. 1 however or- 
dered a mulquet co be given him; and we ſet out 10 


ther. 


We ſoon obſerved ſome flocks of; antelopes, __ which 


the whole country was covered, but they always kept out 
of our reach: at laſt, after a good deal of running, my 
hunter halting all of a ſudden, called out to me, that! he 


ſaw a blaw-boct, a blue goat, ſquatted down, I inſtantly 


turned my eyes towards the place which he pointed out, 
but [ conld perceive nothing. He then begged me to re- 
main quiet, and not to ſtir, aſſuring me that he would 
ſoon put the animal in my poſſeſſion. He immediately 
made a turn round, creeping on his knees, whillt I waich= 
ed him clolely ; but I could not undęrſtand the meaning 
of this ſtratagem, which was quite new to me. The a- 

nimal roſe up ſoon alter, and began to browſe quietly, 
without 
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without removing from the place. I at firſt thought it 
was a White horſe; for from the place in which I "ood 
it ſeemed to me to be wholly of that colour, having never 
before that time ſeen an antelope of this ſpecies: but I 
was ſoon undeceived when I perceived its horns, My 
Hottentot mean while continued to drag himſelf along 
upon his belly; and drawing quickly ſufficiently near to 
take aim, fired at it, upon which it inſtantly fell. —-I was 
ſo rejoiced that I made only a fingle ſtep to the place; 
and I had the ſatisfaction to contemplate at my leilure 
the moſt curious and beautiful kind of Antelope that Af- 
rica produces. For this piece of ſervice I affured my 
Hotrentot that I would reward him very generouſly upon 
my return to our encampment. This man's intelligence, 
and the various methods he employed to ſurpriſe the ani- 
mal, made his ſervice very valuable and important: on 
this account I determined to gain him over by different 
allurements which ſeduce the Hottentots. I began by 
preſenting him with a large proviſion of tobacco; and to 
this preſent I added a little tinder, a tinder box, and one 
of my beſt knives : he immediately made uſe of the latter 
inſtrument, and began to flay the animal with the ſame 
dexterity as he had fired. The {kin I carefully roger: : 
ved. 

Mr Pennant has deſcribed this antelope under the name 
of the J antelope, and Buffon, under that of the iran. 
The latter has given the figure of a part of its horns : it 
is rare, and very little known. During my reſidenee in 
Airica, I ſaw only two of theſe antelopes, and another 
which was brought fome years before to the governor, 
when I lived at the Cape Town, Theſe, as well as mine, 
came from the valley of Socle. Melt, the only canton 

which they inhabit. I was aſſured that I ſhould ſee ſome 

of them in the country of the great Nimiquas ; but not- 
withſtanding this information, and all my refearches, I 
found myſelf diſappointed : all the ſavages affirmed that 
they were unacquainted with them. I was aſſured alſo _ 
that the female, as well as the male, had horns; but as 
to that, I can ſay nothing, ſince the three which I law 
were all of the ſame kind. 

This animal is principally of a faint blue als ;ndlþ 
ning to Srey; ; but the belly and the interior part of the 


legs, a 
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legs, throughout their whole length, are as white as 


ſnow; the head, above all, is beautifully ſpotted with 
white. 


dead the ſkin changes its colour; living or dead its ap- 
pearance to me alw ays was the ſame. The tints of that 


_ which 1 brought with me never varied. At Amſterdam, I 
| ſawanother which had been kept for more than fifteen years. 


The caſe was the ſame with regard to that belonging to the 
| governor of the Cape: it was ſtill trether than mine, but 
in other reſpects they were equal. I cannot avoid add- 


ing here, that I never ſaw this animal properly repreſent- 
ed in any of the engravings or figures which I have ſeen 


of it hitherto. In my delcription of the quadrupeds of 


Africa, I ſhall give one from a drawing which 1 made of 


this upon the ſpot, before it was ſkinned. 

The weather being cool and cloudy, we marched fix 
hours next morning in order to reach the borders of a 
very large pond which abounded with tmall tortoiſes, of 


which we caught about twenty; we broiled them all in 


the ſame manner on the coals, and found them excellent. 


They were from ſeven to eight inches long, and about 


four broad. The ſhell on the back was of a whitiſh grey 


colour, lomewhat inclining to yellow: they had a difa- 
greeable ſmell when alive; but when roaſted, | they were 


quite free of it. 
It is very ſingular that, when ts waters arc dried up 


by exceſſive heat, the tortoiſes, which always feek for 


. moiſture, bury themſelves under the earth in proportion 
as the ſurface of it becomes dry; to find them, it is then 

neceſſary to dig to a contiderable depth, in the ſpot where 
they have concealed themſelves. They generally remain 
as if aſſeep; and never awaken, or make their appearance, 
until the rainy ſeaſon has ſupplied the ponds and ſmall 


lakes with water, on the borders of which they depoſit 


their eggs, where they continue expoſed to the air; they 
are about the ſize of thoſe of a pigeon : they leave the care 


of hatching them to the heat of the ſun. Their eggs 


have a very fine taſte; the white, which the force of fire 
= "agg harden, preſerves the tranſparency: of a blueiſh 
jelly. 
| 1 know 


I did not perceive, as Dr Sparrman ſays, that this i an- 
telope reſembles blue velvet when alive, and that when 


„ 
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J know not whether this inſtinct is common to all the 
ſpecies of water tortoiſes, and whether they all employ 

the ſame means; but this I can affirm, that every time, 
during the great droughts, when I wanted to procure 
any of them, by digging | in thoſe places where there had 
been water, I was certain of finding as many as I had 


occaſion for. 


This kind of fiſhing, or whatever elſe it may be called, 
was not new to me: tor at Surinam a ſtratagem of the 
ſame kind is employed in taking two ſpecies of filh, which 
bury themſelves alſo ; one of which is called che varappe, 


and the other the gorret or the fevibavui. 


Our waggons being ſtationed on the banks of this pond, 
frightened a great many antelopes which were coming to 
drink, and prevented them from approaching us. 

The bontebocks, above all, appeared in flocks of at 
leaſt two thouſand. I am convinced that this day, in- 
cluding bubales, antelopes of all kinds, zebras, and o. 
triches, I had before my eyes at one time above four 


or five thouſand animals : of all theſe, however, I long- 
ed only for an oftrich ; but could find no way of gratily- 


ing my defire, for theſe. birds would not allow us to 
come near them. The other ſpecies, though rather ti- 
mid, were from time to time within gun- ſhot of us; but 
I was not willing to fire merely for the pleaſure of de- 
ſtroying them: we had plenty of e and an ee 


my powder was too valuable. 


Between us and Swellendam we had now 2 two ri- 
vers: Breede-Rivier, the broad river; and Klip- Ri vier, or 
the river of flints. I was very 4 of being acquaint- 
ed with this ſpot, which is the principal place of the co- 
lony : I propoſed to ſpend a few days in it, and to ſur. 


vey all theſe animals attentively at my leiſure. We ar- 
h there very early the day following. 


The moſt conſiderable of all the rivers which we had Z 


N were Diep- Rivier and Breede-Rivier. During 


the great heats, the reſt are hardly rivulets; but in the 
rainy ſeafon they are ſoon converted into impetuous tor- 
rents, which cut off all communication with the Cape | 


Town: 


I remained 1 el days at We with Mr Ryne- 5 
veld, che bailiff of the place, who treated me with much 
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legs, throughout their whole length, are as whi ite as 
ſnow; the head, above all, 1s beautifully {potted with 
White. 


1 did not perceive, as Dr Sparrman ſays, that this an- 


telope reſembles blue velvet when alive, and that when 
dead the ſkin changes its colour; living or dead its ap— 
Pearance to me alw ays was the ſame. The tints of that 
which 1 brought with me never varied. At Amſterdam, I 


Crwanothe Tx hich had been kept for morethan fifteen years. 


The cafe was the ſame with regard to that belonging to the 
governor of the Cape: it was {till trether than mine, but 
in other reſpects they were equal. 1 cannot avoid add- 


| ng here, that I never ſaw this animal properly repreſent- 
ed in any of the engravings or figures which I have ſeen 


of it hitherto. In my deſcription. of the quadrupeds of 


Africa, I ſhall give one from a drawing which made of 


this upon the ſpot, before it was ſkinned. 
The weather b. ing cool and cle udy, we ene ſix 


hours next morning in order to re: ach-the borders of a: 
very large pond which abounded with tmall tortoiſes, of 


which we caught about tw enty 3 we broiled them all in 


the ſame manner on the coals, and found them excellent. : 
They were from ſeven to eight inches long, and about 
four broad. Ihe ſhell oa the back was of a whitiſh grey 


colour, iomewhat inclining to yellow: they had a diſa- 


greeable ſmell when alive; but w hen roaſted, they were 


quite free of it. 


It is very ſingular that, when the waters Arc dried up 


by exceſſive heat, the tortoiſes, which always feek for 
moiſture, bury themſelves under the earth in proportion 
as the ſurface of it becomes dry; to find them, it is then 
neceilary to dig to a conſiderable depth, in the ſpot where 


they have concealed themielves. They generally remain 
- as if aſſeep; and never awaken, or make their appearance, 
until the rainy ſeaſon has ſupplied the ponds and ſmall 
lakes with water, on the borders of which they depoſit 
their eggs, where they continue expoſed to the air; they 
are about the ſize of thoſe of a pigeon : they leave the care 


of hatching them to the heat of the fun. Their eggs 
have a very fine taſte; the white, which the force of tire 
cannot harden, preſerves the gs exon of a blueith 
Je ye | 


I know | 
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I know not whether this inſtinct is common to all the 
ſpecies of water tortoiles, and whether they all employ 
the ſame means; but this I can affirm, that every time, 
during the great droughts, when I wanted to procure 

any of them, by digging in thoſe places where there had 
been water, I was certain of anding as 85 as I had 
occafion Me 

This kind of gung, or vhawver elſe it may be called, 

was not new to me: tor at Surinam a ſtratagem of the 
ſame kind is employed in taking two ſpecies of tith, which _ 1 
bury themſelves alſo; one of which is called the varappe, 1 
and the other the gorret or the hevikevi. | : 
Our waggons being ſtationẽd on the banks of this pond, | 1 
frightened a great many antelopes which were coming to 
drink, and prevented them from approaching us. 15 
The bontebocks, above all, appeared in flocks of at 
leaſt two thouſand. I am convinced that this day, in- 
cluding bubales, antelopes of all kinds, zebras, and oſ- 
triches, I had before my eyes at one time above four 
or five thouſand animals: of all theſe, however, I long- | 
ed only for an oltrich ; but could find no way of gratiſy- 
ing my deſire, for theſe: birds would not allow us to 
come near them. The other ſpecies, though rather ti- 
mid, were from time to time within gun - ſhot of us; but 
I was not willing to fire merely for the pleaſure of de- 
ſtroying them: we had plenty of proviſions ; : and beſides, N 
my powder was too valuable. | £ 

Between us and Swellendam we had now only two ris 
vers : Breede- Rivier, the broad river; and Klip-Ri vier, Or 
the river of flints. I was very Arn of being acquaint- 
ed with this ſpot, which is the principal place of the co- 
lony : 1 propoſed to ſpend a few days in it, and to ſur- 
vey all theſe animals attentively at my leiſure. We ar- 
rived there very early the day following. 

The moſt conſiderable of all the rivers which we had 
croſſed, were Diep- Rivier and Breede-Rivier. During 
the great heats, the reſt are hardly rivulets; but in the 
rainy feafon they are ſoon converted into impetuous tor- 
rents, Which cut off all communication with the Cape 
Town. | 

I remained ſeveral days at Selle with Mr 8 | 
veld, the arg ot the place, who treated me with much | 
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ges Over- 


politeneſs and civility. Finding my two carriag 
loaded, and too heavy, I was ſenſihle that it would be 
requilite for me to get a third. My hoſt was kind enough 
to order a two wheeled one to be conſtructed for me; and, 
when I went away, he furnithed me with a great quanti- 
ty of freſh proviſions. | 
I recruited a few more Hwa; and 1 Percha 
ſeveral oxen and goats; together with a cow, to ſupply 
me with milk; and a cock, which 1 intended to be my 
natural Sr in the morning. 
There is not a fingle naturaliſt, nor even a clown, in 
the country, who does not know that a cock crows regu- 
larly during night at the ſame hour, and that he alw ays 
proclaims the approach of day. 
Here I mult obſerve that ſome have pretended, in 
more than one public * per, to ridicule this precaution 
(which procured me pleaſure, if it did not afford me a 
reſource in the moment of neceſlity), by making me ut- 
ter abſurd ſpeeches, which agree v ery ill with the empha- 
ſis of the narrator. When they afured the public that I 
hoped to ſupply, by a cock, the place of my w atch, thould 
it happen to be deranged, they ought alio to have infor- 
med the incredulous, at leait, in what manner a cock 
can ever become a watch. In the ſame ſtyle it has been 
aid, that, meeting a lion for the firit Bure ge meaſu- 
red each other with a haughty lob, and ſuflered each o- 
„ther to paſs quietly ; ; both ſatisfied with our noble 
« countenances.”? 
But laying theſe poetical romances aſide, 5 can ay 

that my expectations in my cock were not diſappointed. 

This animal, which always rooſted either on niy tent or 
my waggon, regularly announced to me the appearance 
of aurora. He ſoon grew tame; never quitted the 

neighbourhood of my camp; and, if the want of food o- 
bliged him to go to any diſtance, he always returned on 
the approach of nignt. He was ſometimes purſued by 
{ſmall quadrupeds of the weatel or polecat kind; and 
J have teen him, half flying and half running, retreat to- 
wards us, making as loud a noiſe as he could: but on 
ſuch occaſions ſome of my people or dogs never failed to 
8⁰ ! to his alliſtance. 


An 
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An animal that rendered me more eſſential ſervices; 
which, by its uſeful preſence, ſuſpended and even diſſi- 
pated certain bitter and difagreeable reflections that oc- 

curred to my mind; which, by its ſimple and firiking 


inſtinct, ſeemed to anticipate my efforts; and which com- 


ſorted me in my languor—was an ape, of that kind ſo 


common at the Cape, under the name of bawians. As 


it was very familiar, and attached itſelf to me in a parti- 
cular manner, I made it my taſter. When we met with 
any fruit or roots with which my Hottentots were unac- 
gquainted, we never touched them until my dear Kees 
had firſt taſted them; if he reſuſed them, we judged 
them to be either Euagrecable OT dangerous, and thr ew 


them away. 


Apes EPs one peculiarity which diſti ngviſies them ; 
from all other animals, and brings them very near to 


man. They have received from nature an equal ſhare 


of greedineſs and curioſity: though deſtitute of appetite, : 
they taſte without necellity every kind of food that is of- 
fered to them; and always lay their paws upon every 


thing that they find within their reach. 


Kees poſſeſſed another quality for w hich I valued him 
ſtill more. He was my beſt guardian; and, whether by 


4 * 8 


night or by day, he immediately awoke on the leaſt ap- 
pearance of danger. By his cries, and other expreſſions | 
of fear, we were always informed of the approach of an 

enemy before my dogs could difcover it: they were ſo 
accuitomed to his voice, that they ſlept in perfect ſecuri- 
ty, and never went the rounds; on which account I was 
extremely angry, fearing that 1 ſhould no longer find 


that in. liſpenfibl e alliance which I had a right to ex- 


pect, if any diſorder or fatal accident thould deprive me 
of my faithful guardian. However, when he once gave 
the alarm, they all (topped to watch the ſignal; and on 
the ſmalle{ motion of his eyes, or thaking of his head, I 


| have ſeen them all ruſh forwards, and ſcamper away in 
that quarter to which they obſerved his looks directed. 


1 frequently carried him along with me in my hunting 


excurſions; during which he would divert himſelf in 


climbing up trees, in order to ſearch for gum, of which 
he was remarkably fond. He ſometimes dilcovered ho- 
ner in the crevices of rocks, or in hollow trees; but when 
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he could find nothing, when fatigue and exercifs had 
whetted his appetite, and when he began to be really op- 
preſſed by hunger, a ſcene took place which appeared to 
me valtly comic. When he could not meet with gum 
or honey, he ſearched for roots, and ate them with much 
reliſh; eſpecial! ly one of a particular ſpecies, which, un- 
lackily for me, I found excellent and very reſreſhing, and 
which I withed much to partake of, But kees was very 
cunning : when he found any of this root, if I was not 
near enovgh to claim my part, he made great haſte to 
devour it, having his eyes all the time directed towards 
me. By the diſtance I was from him, he judged of the 
time that he had to eat it alone; and for the moſt part 
I arrived too late. n however, when he was 
miſtaken in his calculation, and when T came upon him 
ſooncr than he expected, he immediately endeavoured to 
concealthe morſels fromme: but, by means of awellapplied 
blow, I forced him to reſtore the theft; and in my turn 
becoming maſter of the envied prey, he was obliged to 
receive laws from the ſtronger party. Kees entertained | 
no hatred or rancour ; and I eaſily made him underſtand 
how deteſtable that baſe nmel was, of which he had 
ſet me an example. 
He took a very ingenious method to tear up hath 
roots which afforded me much entertainment. He laid 
hold of the tuft of leaves with his teeth; and preſſing his 
fore paws firmly againft the earth, and pulling back» _ 
Wa ards with his head, the root commonly followed : when 
this method, which required conſiderable force, failed to 
ſucceed, he 104 the tuft as before, as cloſe to the earth 
as he cont; ; then throwing his heels over his head, tbe 
root always yielded to the jerk which he gave it. In our 
marches, when he found himſelf fatigued, he got upon 
the back of one of my dogs, which had the complaiſance 
to carry him for whole hours at a time: one only, which 
was larger and ſtronger than the reſt, ought to have fer- 
ved him for this purpoſe ; but the cunning animal well 
knew how to avoid this drudgery. The inſtant he found 
Kees on his ſhoulders, he ſtood ſtill, and let the caravan 
paſs on without ever ſtirring from the ſpot. The timo- 
rous Kees ſtill perſiſted ; but whenever he began to loſe 
gut of us, he was then forced to diſmount: and both he 


aud 
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and the dog ran with all their m1 iht to overtake us. For 
fear of being ſurpriſed, the dog dexterouſly ſulfered him 
to get betore him, and watched him wich great attention. 


In thort, he had acquired an aſcendancy « over my Whole 
pack, for which he was perhaps indebted to the ſuperio- 


rity of his inſtinct; for among animals, as well as among 
men, agurets irequently g gets the better of ſtrength. Kees 


could not endure gueits, "while at his meals: if any of the 
dogs came too near him at that time, he gave them a 


O 
hearty. ſtroke which theſe cowards never oa DM to re- 


turn, but ran of as faſt as they could. 
It ſee med to me a very ſin oular thing, and I could not 


n the reaſon, that, RE to the penn the animal 

which he moſt feared was one of his own ſpecies: whe- 

1 85 it was that he was ſenſible that his being tamed had 
deprived him of great part of lis faculties, and that fear 


had got poſſeſlion of his ſenſes; or that be was jealous, 
and dreaded a rivallhip in my friendſhip. It would have 


been very eaſy for me to catch wild. ones, and to tame 
Zit of it. I had given Kees a 


them; but I never thoug 

place in my heart, which no other after him could occu- 
py; and I ſufficiently teliified how far he might depend 

on my conttancy. Sometimes he heard others of the 

ſame ſpecies making a aoife in the mountains; and, not- 


withitanding his Let ror, he thought proper, I know not 
for what reaſon, to reply to thein. When they heard his 
voice, they approached : but, as ſoon as he perceived a- 


ny of them, he fled with horrible cries ; and, running be- 
tween our legs, implored the protection of every body, 
while his limbs mare through fear. We found it no 

caty matter to calm him; but he gradually reſumed, af- 


on ſome time, his nat ural tranquility, He was very 
much addicted to thieviug, a fault common to almoſt all 
domeſtic animals; but in Rees it was diſguiſed into a ta- 
lent, the ingenious efforts of which 1 admired. Not- 
withitanding all rhe correction beitowed upon him by my 


people, who took the matter ſeriouſly, he was never a— 


mended. He knew quite well how to untie the ropes of 


a baſket, and take out proviiions from it; and, eipecial- 
ly milk, of which he was exccedingly fond: more than 
once he has made me go without any. I often beat him 
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very ſeverely myſelf ; but, when he got from me, he did 
not make his appearance at my tent till towards night. 
I have dwelt on theſe details with great Sala e donn; 
and it they add nothing to the progreſs of human knows 
jedge, they are a great deal for my timple and ingenu- 
ous heart. They recal to my memory very agreeable a- 
muſements; hours of ſerenity and peace, and the only 
moments of my life in which 1 have known the full value 
of exiſtence. During the whole time that 1 remained at 
8wellendam, I made a ſuitable return to the tender cares 
of my hoit by the livelieſt teſtimonies of gratitude: but 
this manner of life did not ſuit my humour; and as ſoon 
as my two-wheeled waggon was completed, I packed up 
my kitchen furniture and other effects, and ſet out, with- 
out farther delay, on the 12th of January 1782, Accor- 
ding to the information I had received, I directed my 
_ courſe always along the eaſtern coaſt, keeping at a cer- 
tain diſtance from the lea, The corn farms do not reach 
further in this quarter: the moderate price of grain is 
not an equivalent for the Killeulty there 1 is in tranſport: 3 
ing it to the town, | 
Two leugnen from this Place I 8 a ſmall river, 
named 2 „Has; and after two days march we arrived at 
a wood named the wood of the Great Father, While L 
was making preparations for ſpendiag twenty-four hours 
in this wood, which 1 wiſhed to traverſe, and was count- 
ing my dogs, J found there was one amiſling, which was 
bo favourite bitch, called Ro/ziza. Her abſence embarraſ- 
| ſed me greatly: it was a real loſs, that reduced my pack 
almoſt to nothing; and deprived me of my favourite, 
vhich on her part loved me much. Having enquired of 
my people it any of them had ſeen her on the = one 
of them aſſured me that he had given her ſome food, but 
in the morning. After a fruitleſs ſearch of an hour or 
two, I made my people ſeparate, and call her on all 
| fides: I alto gave orders for ſome tulces to be fired; that 
the reports, if they reached her, might direct her what 
courſe to purſue. But as all this did not ſucceed, I or- 
dered one of my Hottentots to get on horſeback, ein 
him to return the ſame way we had come, and bring her 
back to me whatever it might colt. After four hours I 
had the pleaſure of lecing my meflenger return full gal- 


op- 
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lop, carrying before him, on the bow of his ſaddle, a 


chair and a large panier. Roſetta ran before him ; and 


| leaping upon me, almoſt oppreſſed me with her careſſes. 


My Hottentot told me that he had found her at the dif- 
tance of two leagues from the place where we ſtopped, 


ſitting upon the road, cloſe by a chair and a baſket, 


- which had got looſe from cur baggage without being no- 


ticed. I had heard many circumltances, no leſs extra- 
ordinary than this, related of the fidelity of dogs; but 1 
had never before been a witneſs to an inſtance of it. I 
_ own that the account given me by my meſſenger affected 
me ſo much, that I ihed tears. I again carefſed the 
poor animal ; and this proof of attachment which ſhe 
had given, endend her {till more to me. If ſhe had 
not been found, ſhe muſt have periſhed by nunger on the 


pot; or become a prey during night to the Grit ferocious 


animal that might have found her. As the fuſees which 
I ordered to be diſcharged on her account, had not rou-— 5 
ſed any game; and as I was likewiſe ſatisfied, from an 


ecact furvey of the foreſt, that I could not expect to bind 
any, we the next morning proceeded on our march. 


We had ſcarcely advanced four leagues, when, in croſ- 


ſng a ſmall river which takes its ſource in this foreſt, my. 
two-wheeled waggon was overturned. The reſt of the 


day was hardly fufficient for us to recover, dry, and put 


in order, my kirk en furniture and neceſſaries: a great 
part of my porcelain being broken, was left on the Por s ; 
but very fortunately I had more to replace it. Havin 

_ proceeded three leagues further, we were topped by tha 


river Duyvenochs, which at that time was not pailable. 
As this country was covered with wood, I Need my- 


ſelf with the hopes of finding pretty birds and inſects : re- 
ſolving, therefore, to wait till the river ſhould fall, I or- 


| dered 1 my tents to be erected at the edge of the foreſ +. 


while my Hottentots contiruced ſome buts. 


I was, however, very untortunate ; for the b en . 
of the neighbourhood, informed of my arrival, came with 
great eagerneſs. to pay me a vilit, and to diſturb me in my 
charming retreat. I was teazed with the long preambles 

they made to their obliging ſpeeches, in which they re- 


proached me for not {topping among them; and haraſin 


me with the offers which they repeated, under a thouland 


Litlerent 
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different forms, to prevail upon me, they mentioned; 


with great emphaſis, ſeveral curious travellers whom they 


had entertained, and particularly Dr Sparrman, a mems- | 
ber of the Swediſh Academy : but, however reipectable 
thre authority lecmed, I did not think PINS to quit OF 


I had determined - never to lodge in any Hhabitati ion, 


during the courſe of my travels, that I might be more 


at liberty, both in the day-time and in the night; and 


that I might have my people and baggage always at 
hand, in order to huſband thoſe valuable moments which 


one muſt always ſacrifice to the idle talk and ridiculous 


relations of theſe planters, who fatigue FOR with their 
tales, and exhauſt you with their queitions; but, above 
all, that I might fave my Piri tuous 1191 ors, with which 
I ſhould have been always under the neceſſity of enliven- 


ing their tedious converſations. I therefore thanked theſe 


gentlemen, who were not able to divert me from my pur- 
| poſe, ſo firm and irrevocable was my refolution. The 


conduct of Dr Sparrman was no example to me; for our 


different views muit have given us different eas: he had 
needed only day- 1 to enable him to puriue his bota- 


nical reſearches ; but as 1 frequently ſpent a part of the 
night in hunting, if I found it neceſſary, I ſhuuld have 


i att forced to abſtain from this practice, or to derange. 
my hoſts. Another motive, Which is merely perional, 


ay» ip two words, give an idea of my chat 4 er, a 


of the plan of life which it had induced me to follow: 
ſhould it have the appearance of ſelf-love, my age, the 
education I have received, my country, and the diificul- 
ties I overcame, will, I hope, eaſily plead my excuſe. 
Though I acknowledge the nic nulneſs of proper high- 
ways among polithed nations, my being accultomed to 


form them myſelf, in my youth, at Sufinam, made me 


always conſider them as a reitraint which leſſens the va- 
lue of liberty. Proud of bis origin, man thinks it an in- 


8 
dignity that people ſhould beforchand dare to number his 


ſteps. I have always carefully avoided beaten tracks; 
and never imagined myſelf wholly free, but when ſur- 
rounded by the rocks, foreſts, and deſerts of Africa. 


I was ſure of meeting with no other traces of human la- 


bour than thoſe which I left myſelf, By the freedom of 


a. 5 
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ha my will, which commanded them with unbounded ſway, 
and by my complete independence, I really ſaw in man 


the ſovereign ot all animated beings, the abſolute deſpot 


of nature. Situations which I conſidered delightful, 
might to others appear very alarming. 
notions proceed from the impreſſions I received in the 
early part of my lite; they are only the pure and natural 


ſentiments of liberty, which rejects, without diltinction, 


every thing that ſeems defirous of preſcribing its bounds. 


1 was attached to my principles by too many reaſons not 


10 adhere rigidly to chem; except in one inſtance only, 


when tl. rough policy it was abſolutely impolſible for me 
to refuſe an invitation, I never deviated ee my Fan 


during all my travels. 
I Uiitributed the employment of my time; TY the u- 


ſual order of my occupations was as follows During 


the night, when we did not travel, I ſlept in my tent, 


or e in my waggon: awakened by my cock at the break of 


day, I inſtantly got ready every thing myſelf for making 


my coffee, whilit my people were occupied in cleaning 


and taking care of my animals. On the firſt appearance 


of the ſur's rays, I took my fuſee, and ſetting out with 
my ape, we made a diligent ſearch every where around 


till the hour of ten. When I returned to my tent, I 


found it always clean and well ſwept: it was under the 


particular care of an old African, named Swanepoel 3 


who, being no longer able to follow us in our excurſions 


on foot, remained to guard the camp, in which he pre- 
ſerved great order. The furniture of my tent was not 


cumberſome; one or two chairs, a table which I em- 
ployed only for diſſecting animals, and ſome utenſils re- 


quiſite for preſerving them, formed all its ornaments. I 
then laboured from ten o'clock till noon; and during 


that interval I put in order in my drawers the inſets 
which I had caught.—The ceremony of my dinner was 


equally ſimple. I placed upon my knees a piece of 
board, covered with a cloth, upon which one diſh only 


of roaſt or broiled meat was ſerved up. After this fru- 
gal repaſt, which did not hinder me long, I returned to 


my labour, if I had any work to finiſh; and then I ſet 


out to hunt till ſunſet. On my return I lighted a can- 


dle, and 4 paſfes a few hours in committing to my journal 
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my obſervations; acquiſitions, and in ſhort all the events 
of the day. In the mean time my Hottentots collected 


My Oxen around my wagzons and tent. The goats, af 


ter they were milked, lay down here and there indiſeri- 
minate ly among my dogs. When bulineſs was finithed, 


and a large fire * kindled, as uſual, we placed ourſelves in 
a circle round it. I drank my tea; and while my peo- 


ple were ſocially ſmoking their pipes, they told tales, 


the natural humour of which frequently made me {hake 
my fides with laughter, I took great pleaſure in encou- 
raging them; and 1 in proportion as I ſhewed more frank- 


tets,. good-n nature, and attention. they were the leis ti- 
mid before we. Sometimes indeed, when in better hu- 
mour, or more favourably diſpoſed by the fight of a 
charming evening, after the fatigues of the day, I felt 


myielt hurried away by an involuntary charm, and [ 


gently yielded to the illuſion. 1 then obſerved them con- 


tending who thould ſhew moſt wit to pleaſe me; and the 


beſt ſtory- teller could judge favourably of his performance 


by the profound filence which prevailed among us. I 


know not what powerful attraction conſtantly carries me 
back to theſe peaceful ſcenes. I full behold myſelf in 
the midſt of my camp, ſurrounded by my people and a- 


nimals: a plant, a flower, a fragment of rock, ſcattered 
here and there—nothing eſcapes my memory; and this 


ſpectacle, always afeaing, every where amules and fol-. 
| lows me. 


Our converſations were ſometimes lengthened till very 


| late at night; and I mult candidly own that lively ſallies 


which greatly delighted me, frequently eſcaped from 


_ theſe clownith people, who had never been poliſhed by 


education. I put many queſtions to them; above all, 
with reſpect to Kolben, and different authors; ; and con- 
cerning their religion, their laws, and their cuſtoms : 
but they openly laughed i in my „ Sometimes, taking 


the matter in a ſerious light, I ſaw them get in a paſſi- 


on, ſhrug up their ſuoulders, and give vent to their im- 
Precations. I recollect that, endeavouring to vilify their 
faculties and intelligence, with a view to nettle them, I 
| compared them to thoſe people who, in the capital of a 

great nation like Paris, procure without labour a genteel 
lubliltence to an amazing number of Yagabonds, honour- 


ed 
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reſources of theſe cameleons, and extolled their merit 
much: but with what ſatisfaction did I perceive them 
unanimouſly prefer the {implicity of their rural and peace- 
ful life, and view theſe reſources as baſe and ſordid 


means, for a nation who boaſt of their ſuperiority over 
the people of nature ! —Worthy mortals, who have been 


painted to us as devouring your fellow-creatures, and 
whom a child however might manage! peaceful Hotten- 


tots! treat with contempt thoſe people who reduce you 
to a ſtate of flavery, and diſtinguiſh you from brutes on- 


ly by the cruelties which they withhold from chem, in 
order to beſtow them upou yon. 


My animals were fo accuſtomed to mix among us, 


that I was frequently forced to make many of them riſe 


before I could reach my tent, I had a few ſheep, which 


I ſpared as a reſource, in caſe of ſcarcity ; but L conſtant- 
ly kept ſome old ones to tame the new comers. 
The canton in which we reſided abounded with ties 


different kinds of partridges; one of which was as large 
as our pheaſant. This was our common food. We put 


twenty of them into our kettles at once, and they made 


excellent ſoup and jelly broth. We alſo met with a kind 


of antelope, of the ſize of our European goats; the ſkin 


of which was of a blackiſh brown colour, with a few 
white ſpots on the thighs. I never found any thing more 
excellent eating. I killed ſeveral of them; as welt as. of 


another ſpecics, much imailer, which 1 ſhall hereafter 
defcribe. 


My ſtay in this place had greatly meren my dalle 


tion of inſects and of curious Pirds ; and as an inhabitant 


of the neighbourhood, who was going to the Cape, came 


to offer me his ſervices, I readily accepted them, and 
begged him to deliver my {mall treaſure into the hands 
Mr Boers the fifcal. 1 kad agreed with the latter that 1 
would tend him all my novelties as often as an opportunity 
offered: by this plan, even in the commencement of my 


journey, I preterved many valuable objects from the dan- 
ger of accidents, and reſerved room for others. 


My neighbours now and then ſent me vegetables and 


Fruit 3 ; and Mr Vanwerck, who lived 1 NCarer ny camp, 


kEnowin os 


„ 
edavith the modeſt appellation of arpers. I repreſented 
to them, under a thouſand different forms, the ingenious 
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knowing that I was ſond of milk, ſent me a pailful every 

evening; which I ſhared with my people. Kees always 
perceived the approach of the perſon who brought it, e- 

P cul at a great diſtance, and 1 never failed to run to meet 
him. : 


From Swellendam, as far as Duyvetiochs, the paſtures 


are excellent; ; and the land, ſuperior to that of the Cape, 


would produce corn in abundance: but the planters cul- 


tivate no more than what is requiſite for their own con- 
ſumption ; and the only trade they carry on with the Cape 


conſiſts in cattle and ea There are ſome vineyards 
to be met with here; but, as the quality of the wine is 


not good, it is converted into vinegar or e which 


are ſold in the neighbourhood. 
On the 27th of the month, obſerving that the river had 
ſubſided a good deal, we eroſſed it without ſuſtaining any 


damage. We r alſo the river Falſe; and, after a 
march of thirteen hours, arrived at the river of Gous or 
Gourits : at the latter, however, we were ſtopped; for 
we found it impoſſible to croſs it, as it was larger than 
the Seine oppolite the king's garden at Paris. Great | 
ſtorms muſt have inundated the country through which it 
flows; for at that ſeaſon it is uſually, like the reſt, only a ri- 
vulet which may be Sally ſorded. Its banks abound with 
large thorny trees“, and with great numbers of partrid- 
ges; principally af that large ſpecies which are called 
Pheaſants by the inhabitants of the Cape. After remain- 
ing encamped three days, perceiving no decreaſe in the 
river, and being always anxious to penetrate ſtill tarther, 
I could only find one method of extricating myſelf from 
1 this embarraiiment. I determined to cauſe a large raft 
to be conſtructed; and, having cut down ſome trees, we 
employed che . of them } in making ropes. But what 
labour did this fatal operation ſubject us to! We were 
forced to unload our carriages, to take off their wheels, 


and to embark them piece by piece. All my animals 


croſſed by ſwimming ; and in ſeveral pafſages 1 reached 


the oppolite thore, with my people and effects, without 


the ſmalleſt diſorder, or the leaſt accident. This attempt, 
being attended with wonderful ſucceſs, gave me great 


oonudence reſpecting the future, and tended greatly to 
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increaſe my courage. —This operation, however, cot us 
three days continued labour; during which time J was 


under the neceflity of ſuſpending my hunting excurſions. 


TI mylelf ſet an example to the reſt, and handled the axe 
like the meaneſt ef my Hattentors: [ judged the pre- 


caution of removing a little farther eſſentially neceſſary to 


our common ſafety; for the banks of the river which we 


bad left were fo parched and barren, that all my oxen 


mult have died of hunger. 


Our carriages being again mounted, and well loaded, 
we purſued our journey , and travelled fourteen le eagues in 


two days, when we found ourſelves oppolite Maſſel- Baie, 
or Muſcle Bay, which m charts is called the Bay of Saint 
Blaiſe. It is very diificult for ſhips here to come near 


the coaſt, on account of the {ſharp rocks that border it, 


the baſes of which extend a great way into the ſea; but 

on the northern {ide there is a ſmall beach, where 3 
may land wich great eaſe. The environs of this country 

are interſperſed with excellent plantations, which might 
be a great reſource tor ſhips that come hither to water: 
a ſalubrious ſpring, about a thouſand paces diſtant from 
the ſea, would ſupply them with plenty of water. While 
we abode in this bay, we found no want of oyiters. We 


frequently filhed with a line, and this method alone pro- 


cured us a great number of excellent fiſh ; what we could 
not conſume, I ordered to be falted, Every night we 
were alarmed with the cries of h). "RNAs, which ſeemed to 
be very furious animals: our oxen were much diſturbed _ 
by them; but by means of large fires, with which we 
ſurrounded our camp, they were N i; om attemp- 


ting to come near us. 
1 found, at the diſtance of a league, a Kalz conlift- 


ing of four huts, in which was a Hottentot family. not 
exceeding twenty- -five or thirty perſons, to whom I gave 
a ſmall quantity of tobacco in exchange for ſome mats, 

which I was very Sia to procure. This diſcovery gave 
me great pleaſure, goth on account of the profit which I 


derived from it, as well as of the agreeable ſurpriſe it oc- 


caſioned. I took much pleaſure in contemplating them, 


for a long time, in their peaceful occupations. They 


poſſeſſed five milch cows, and a ſmall flock of ſheep. In 
the ſeaſon for N che men diltributed themſelves _ 
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: among the neighbouring plantations, where by their in- - 
duſtry they gained enough to procure themſelves tobac- 

co, and to render their fituation more comfortable. They 
aſſured me that, in the large woods with which the ſides 
of all the mountains in this e country are epvered, elephants 

and buffaloes were ſometimes to be found. Upon this 
intelligence I inſtantly began to ſearch the mountains and 
Foreſts; but my labour was fruitleſs, for neither J nor 
my people could meet with any of them. I law, indeed, 
the prints of the feet of elephants, but they had been 
made long before; from which I gueſſed, What was af 
terwards told me, that if chance at any time brings one 
of theſe animal: into this country, the inhabitants aſſem- 
„ble, _ g it to betake itſelf to 8 if they cannot 
deſtroy . 

9 6 let Muſcle Bay on the th at five in the morning, 
and at two in the afternoon croſſed a river called lin- 


Brat; it has its ſource in a wood, riſing on a ridge of 


mountains, which in this place is only a league diſtant 
from the ſea. Next 1 we arrived at a Jar ge river, 
of the ſame name, which is no more than three leagues 
from the former. The flowing of the tide renders the 
water of this river brackith : to croſs it without danger, 
we were obliged to wait for the ebb- tide; and during that” -- 
interval I procured ſeveral ſea-fowls, which were very. 
abundant in this canton, I ſound here thouſands of pe- 
licans and flamingoes ; the deep rolſe-colour of the one, 
_ ard the dull white of the other, exhibited a contraſt quite 
new and curious. 
On our quitting the river, we had to ifrend a ſteep 
and rugged mountain, which at firit frightened me not a 
little; but by the help of patience, care, and time, we 
left it behind us. When we had entirely reached its top, | 
we were well repaid for all our fatigue, by the noble view 
which opened on our ſight ; we had here an opportunity 
of admiring the moſt beautiful country in the world. At 
a diſtance we perceived that chain of mountains, covered 
with lofty foreſts, which bounded our proſpect towards 
the well ; and under us we beheld an extenſive valley, a- 
dorned with agreeable hills, variegated in an infinite 
number of ſhapes, and which extend as far as the ſea in an 
undulating manner. Enamclled meads, and the moſt 


ED To bl beautiful 


' TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 87 


beautiful paſtüres, ſtill added to this ſcene of magnifi- 


cence, with which I was truly enchanted. This country 


bears the name of Auteniqua ; which, in the Hottentot 


idiom, ſignifies a man loaded with honey. One indeed | 
cannot proceed a ſtep here without ſeeing a thouſand 
ſwarms of bees: the flowers on which they feed fpring 


o 


up in myriads; the mixed odours which exhale from 
them, and which yield a delightful gratification to the 
ſmell—their colours, their variety, and the cool and 
pure air which one breathes—all attract your attention, 
and ſuſpend your courſe. Nature has made theſe en- 


chanting regions like a fairy land. The calices of all 


| theſe flowers abound with excellent juices, from which 
the bees compoſe their honey : =, d2polit it every where 

around, in hollow rocks and trees. My people were very 
deſirous of topping ſome time in this delightful retreat, 


but I was afraid it would be to them 1 og Capua was to 
Annibal's ſoldiers. Without loſs of time, therefore, I 
gave orders for purſuing our journey, and haitened to- 


wards the river Wet- Els, ſo called from the woods that 5 
grow on its banks. From the large brackith river to this 


5 place, we bad travelled only ſeven leagnes. 
On the gth, we croiled ſeveral ſmaii rivulets, which, 


| How ing down from the hills, run into che ſea through an 
hundred diiſerent channels. „„ : 
All the ſtreams of theſe rivulets kave the amber _ 
of Madeira wine, and I found that their taſte was ferru- 
ginous; but I did not take time to examine whether this. 


taite and colour aroſe from their flowt! ng through fome 


mine in their way, or from the roots and leaves of trees 
which they water, and carry along with them. The laſt 


polt belonging to the Company was not far diſtant from 


this place, and we arrived at it after a quick march of 


three hours. I was now about to withdraw myſelf from 


the dominion of man, and to  pprouch: a little towards 


his original condition. 
I was received here by Mr Mulder, EP commander, 


| who ſhewed me every mark of friendſhip. He has un- 


der him only a ſubaltern officer, and about fifteen men, 


= who have all been either ſoldiers or ſailors on board the 


Company's ſhips. Theſe people cut down all the wood 
they have occation for, and conſtruct the carriages inten- 
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ded for tranſporting it: which is a very abſurd plan; for 


if this timber were depoſited at Muſcle Bay, a ſmall bark: 


might in one voy age carry more to the Cape, than wovld _ 
be conveyed on carriages in thirty years: this would cer- 


tainly be a conſiderable ſaving to the Company, and a 


common benefit to the colonies. I may add likewiſe that 


the inhabitants of the Cape would not find themſelves re- 


duced to the neceſſity of burning ſmall wood, which they 
collect at a great expence every where around, by flaves 


who have no other cmploy ment; a method which coſts 


at leaſt double what is paid for che neſt wood in the tim- 


; ber-yards at Paris. 


Can it be credited that the directors of the „ 


for their own uſe, ſhould order ſhips to be ſent every year 
0 P > ih | 


from Amſterdam, loaded with planks and boards of eve- 
ry kind, whilſt in this country there are immenſe foreſts, 
and the moſt beautiful trees in the world? This abſurdi- 
ty, howev ver, is not at all ſurpriſing. The Company 


Fgratuitouſty furniſhes the governor and all the officers 

_ with whatever wood they need, and it is delivered to 
them at their houſes, without any expence ; the governor 
therefore has no perſonal intereſt to extend his views to 


this part of the adminiſtration, and to abolith : an abule ; 


To prejudicial to the colony. 


The whole country of Avteniqua, 3 * 3 of 


mountains to the ſea, is inhabited by ſeveral planters, 
who rear a number of cattle, make butter, cut down 


timber, and gather honey ; all of which they ne to 


the Cape. 


I vas in ſome degree Bled with indignation to ſee peo- 


5 ple, who have wood within their reach, employ it in 
commerce, and not have the courage to build for them-. 
ſelves habitable houſes. They live in miſerable habitati- 
ons, conſtructed of wicker-work daubed over with clay: 
the ſkin of a buffalo, fixed at the four corners to as many 


ſtakes, ſerves them for a bed; and the door, which is 


at the ſame time a window, is mut by a mat; while two 
or three old chairs, a few pieces of plank, a kind of ta- 
ble, and a pitiful box two feet ſquare, form all the furni- 


ture of thele real huts. Thus is the picture of the moſt _ 


profound wretchedneſs contraſted with the charms of this 
terreſtrial paradule 4 z for the beauties of thele regions, 


ich 
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which J have already ketched out, extend even beyond 


Auteniqua. 


Theſe people however live wat they have game and 


ſalt-water fiſh in great plenty; and enjoy excluſively, over 


all the other cantons of thete' colonies, the alvantage of ha- 
ving the whole year, without interruption, vegetables and 


plants of every kind in their gardens. For theſe valuable 
| advantages they are indebted to the excellence of the ſoil, 
and to its being "naturally watered by ſmall ſtreams, which. 
croſs each other in a thoufand different directions, and, as 
one may ſay, lay the tour ſeaſons under contribution to 


fertilie it. This country may jullly be called the Li- | 


azne* of Africa. Theſe ſtreams, which never dry up 
in this beautiful territory, proceed from a well known 


cauſe. The high mountains towards rhe ealt, which are 


covered with foreſts, ſtop the clouds and the fogs carried 
by the enſt wind from the e and this occalions very 
| abundant rains.“ 


It appeared ie to my views 1 1 mould re- 5 
main tome days here with the commander; and in this 
inſtance only, I deviated from my plan. Beſides parti- 


cular motives which led me to take this ſtep, I was de- 


tained by political reaſons, and I could not refuſe his in- 
vitation with any kin of decency : an order had been 
every where. ſent to ſuffer me to pats, to aſſiſt me, and to 
farnith me with every thing thai I ſhonid have occaſion 
for. As Mr Mulder occupicd the laſt poſt, he had re- 


ccived more PRINT Or than the reſt, and I could 


not help complying with his witches: the honourable mo- 
tives of his behaviour were a ſuflicient invitation to me; 


and perhaps he himſelf depended upon the teitimony which | 


my gratitude would Be in his tavour, waen | retur ned 
to the Cape. 


On my arrival at 11 habitation, I hn” as uſu al to 


examine the neighbourhoud. In traverling the wand. L 


met with the traces of buffaloes and elephanis, which 


appeared to be very freih; I obterved ſome of their dung 
| likewiſe : and ſaw a great number of difterent birds, none 


of which I had hitherto met with, and among others ſe- 


veral touracos. Lels than this would have been iufacient 
* A Pernch territory, in Lower Aur ergne, ly* ng along the river Al- 
ler. Ii is one of the act and molt preductive plains in | France, . 
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enough to diſcover a few, I ſpent a conſiderable time : 
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to detain me in this ſpat, At the diſtance of four or 976 


leagaes from the place where Mr Mulder reſided, I found, 


on the edge of a wood, a very commodious and conve- 
nient ſpot for fixing my camp. 


As Mr Mulder was about to depart for the Cape, he 


furniſhed me with twenty pounds of gunpowder ; I like- 


wiſe embraced this opportunity of writing to my ft tends, 
and to ſend Mr Boers about an hundred birds, and a 
ſmall box of inſects. I added to my train a few oxen, 


engaged three more Hottentots, purchaſed a young horſe, 


which I intended to breed to hunting myſelf; and on the 
gth of February bid adieu to Mr and Mrs Mulder, in 


order, to take poſleiion of my foreſt, and to eltablilt 
mylelt in the place which I had Sodom. 5 


I had my people ſent beforehand to prepare the place, 
to hew down a few trees, and to clear away the buſhes 


with which the ground was overſpread, that on my arri 
val J might be able to ere my tents, which I completed 


in a ſhort time. My kitchen was eſtabliſhed under a large 
tree, that appea ared to have grown old there on purpole ; 


and my Hottentots, on their part, built and arranged a 


few huts as well as they could. At the diſtance of ten 
paces irom us we had a ſmall ſtream of water, pure as 


eryſtal; and oppoſite a little hill, covered with excellent | 


graſs for our horſes and oxen: by theſe means we kept 


chem al ways near us. So many advantages unſted, ren- 
dered this an agreeable reſting place: but unfortunately 


we were ſeveral times obliged to remove; as the game of 


all kinds, rendered thy by our continual purſuits, began 


to grow ſcarce, and would have left us altogether. | 
he inhabitants of this diſtrict viſited me ſometimes ; 
which enabled me to procure a ſufficiency of fruits, vege- 
tables, milk, and of every thing elſe they could ſupply me 
With: their viſits indeed coſt me ſome bottles of ſpirits ; 


but as I abhor theſe noxious liquors, and never drank 


of them, this attraction retained them a little, and the 


impreſſion which they made on my caſks was not deadly. 


Iéconjectured that the wood near which I had placed | 


my camp, would ſupply me with a few touracos. Be- 
mg unacquainted with theſe birds, and having never 


ſcen one, I went in ſearch of them, and was fortunate 
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in purſuing them, but in vain; ſor as theſe birds perch 


always on the extremities of the higheſt branches, they 


were never within the reach of my gun. One atternoon, 


however, I followed one, and did ore execution. Hop- 


ping from ſpray to ſpray, ſtill going only a little way 
from me, it deceived me for more than an hour, and con- 


duced me to a great diſtance; till being quite patient 
with its ſport, and finding that I could not come near it, 


I fired, though I concluded it to be out of my reach, and 
had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing it drop. On this occaſion, 
my joy was beyond expreſſion : but the moſt arduous. 
part was not yet completed; it was necetſary for me to 
ſeize my prey; and, as I had remarked the place where 
it fell, I ruſhed through the buthes to take it up, at the 
expence of having my legs and hands torn, and all be- 
ſmeared with blood. On reaching the place, I obſerved 


O 


nothing ; and though I ſearched with diligence every 


where around, going backwards and forwards twenty 


times over the fame places, minutely examining the ſmal- 
leſt holes and crevices, my labour was fruitleſs, for I 
could not find my touraco. My reſearches and reflections 
led me to imagine that I had perhaps broken only one of 
its wings, which had not prevented it to get away from 
the ſpot where it had fallen. Full of this idea, I went a 
little farther, and began again to ſearch all the neigh- 
bourhood for more than half an hour; but ſtill no toura- 
co. This diſappointment reduced me almoſt to a ſtate 
of deſpair; and the thick buſhes, and prickly thrubs, 
which ſcratched. even my face, had indeed agitated me 
with tranſports difficult to be detcribed. To ſatiate my 
anger, I am confident that nothing leſs would have been 
ſuhcient at that inſtant than to purſue a hon or a tiger. 
That a ſmall bird, which I had brought down after ſo 
many embarraſſments, and ſo much defire for it, thould 
eſcape and thus vaniſh from my ſight, was truly diſtreſ- 
ſing. Unable to contain my paſſion, I began to fiamp, 
and to beat the ground with my muſquet ; but the earth 
ſinking ſuddenly below me, I diſappeared allo, and fell 
with my arms into a pit twelve feet deep. My amaze- 
ment, and the hurt I received by my fall, ſoon made me 
forget my anger; and I found mytelf at the bottom of 
one of thote covered mares wanchthe Hottentots employ 


0. 
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to catch cl animals, elephants i in parti :eular. On 
r.covering from my ſurpriſe, 1 began to confider how I 
ſhould extricate myſelf from this embarr ailment, extreme- 
1y happy that I had not been impaled on the ſtiarp- point- 
ed itake placed in the bottom of the pit, and itill happier 
that 1 found in it no company. However, I was appre- 
henfive that ſome might arrive every moment elpecial- 
lv if 1 ſhould be obliged to ſtay there during the ni, ght. 
| Its approach began to terrify me; as it oppoled and im- 
eded the only reſource I had thou ght of to fave myſelf 
from the fatal pit, without the he! TY oC others. This re- 
ſource was to dig away the earth on one tide with my ſa— 
bre and hands, in order to make a fort of Reps ; but as 
ſuch a buſineſs might be very tedious, I formed, though 
under the moſt fearful perplexity, the more prudent re- 
ſolution of loading my futee, and of fring ſhot after thot 
| expecting that I would be heard at my camp. I liſtened 
Ff om time to time with the greateſt anxietv, and a palpi- 
' tating heart; and at leagth had the fſatisfaction to hear 
two reports, which filled me with the greateſt joy. Ithen 
continued firing at intervals, for the. direction of thoſe 
who had 5 80 er Ted me which w ay to purſue their cout ſe ; 
and ſoon after I ſaw them arrive, all fully armed, but 
full of diſtreſs and unea' 8 on my account. They bad 
ſuppoſed that I was puriued d by ſome wild animal; but 
| they found me, on the contrary, in the moſt pititul ſitu- 
ation, and caught foolithly like a fox. Their alarm, 


5 however, WAS Fe at AN end; they immediately Cut a 


long pole, which they han, ied down to me; and by 
this expedient I glided up in the eafieſt manner I could, 
and got to the brink of the pit. This trifling accident, 
from which heaven would not have faved me as it ſaved 
young Daniel, did not make me forget my touraco. 
Wich my dogs, which had ioloved ny Hottentots, Lho- 
„ ped 1 ſhould: be able to find it but, in whatever place it 
might be concealed : ſending them out, therefore, on the 
ſearch, they found it ſquaited down under a tufted buſh. 
I immediately laid my hands upon it: and the pleature 
of at length getting this charming animal in my poſſeſſi- 
on, ſoon obliterated from my mind che e dangers and diffi- 
cultics it had colt me. ; 
* 
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I afterwards got as many of them as I wiſhed : I even 
caught them all alive; for having noticed, in the ſtomach 


of chis one, the fruits which they principally feed on, 1 


always had recourſe to the trees which produced theſe 


fruits, whether I withed to fire or to lay ſnares for them. 
his bird, as agreeable by its ſhape as by its colour 


and notes, which are very diſtinét, unites nimbleneſs to 
elegance; all its motions are laſcivious, and its attitudes 


ſull of grace. It is of a bright graſs green colour; its 
head is ornamented with a beautiful tuft of the ſame co- 
lour, bordered with white; its eyes, which are of a live- 
ly red, are crowned with eyebrows of a dazzling white; 
and its wings are of the mo beautiful purple, which. 
changes to a violet, according to the attitudes it aſſumes, | 


or the e Point of view under which it is ſeen. 


- This: bird, by naturaliſts,! haas very improperly been claſ- 
Ted among the cuckows, with which it has no relation 


whatever. The cuckow, througlicut the whole world, 


is a bird that feeds ſolely on eaterpillars, inſects, &c. - but. : 


the touraco ſeeds on fruits. 


In every climate, the cuekow never lays but in - hp : 
neſts. of other birds; which, by theſe means, ſhe loads 
with the burden of batching her young : the touraco, 


more aile&tionate and more careful of its family, builds 
* 


its own nelt, where it Jays its eggs and hatches them 


itſelf. 


Iheſe two characters are ſuſſicient to forma” a ſpecies : 
quite diſtinct from the cuckow ; but I ſhall reſume this 


ſubject, and enlarge upon it, in my ornithology. 


In thole intervals When the heavy rains or exceſſive 
beats appeared to compel me not to go abroad, which 
Was however very ſeldom, 1 did dat on that account, 


ſpend my time in indalence. I employed myſelf, in my 
tent, in making ſnares for catching alive, every ſpecies 


of animals. It will hardly be credited that I invented a 
method of procuriag them with my fuſee, more entire 

and in much better condition than thoſe which 1 cauglit 
in my ſnares: it was in this manner, however, that I x got 5 


the jmalleſt and moſt delicate birds. 


It 15 highly neceſſary that every naturaliſt who labours 
himſelf in forming a collection, {hould be made acquaint- 
ed with the method which I invenicd, This expreſſion is 
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not too bold; my idea is poſitively new, for I never 
heard that any perſon ever thought of it before me. 


ag. . . = z = 
— . oe AG -- 4 


| T proceeded in the following manner: [ put a ſmaller 


or larger quantity of powder into my tuice, according as 
circumſtances might require, I placed immediately a- 
bove the powder, the end of a candle about an inch thick, 
ramming it well down; after which I filled the barrel 
with water up to the mouth. By theſe means, at the 
proper diſtance, when I fired at the bird, I only ſtunned _ 
it, by watering and moiſtening its feathers ; and, as I im- 
mediately laid hold of it, no time was allowed it to ſpoil its. 


plumage by fluttering. The water, impelled by the pow- 
der, went directly. to the mark ; but the piece of tallow, 


| being lighter than the water, did not go ſo far. In my 
\ Grit attempts s it frequently happened, that having ſom?2- 
times fired too near, or put in too much powder, or too 
thick a piece of candle, I found the latter whole in the 
belly of the animal; but after a hort apprenticeſhip I 
made no more miſtakes, and never milled my aim.“ I 
have frequently let my fuſce remain RT in this man- 
ner from mor ning till night; yet the powder was never 
damaged, nor did the piece go off lefs readily. It may 


_ readily be ſuppoſed that i in this manner 1 never fired no- 
rizontally. 


After my return to Europe, being one day at the houſe 
of a friend, I chanced to mention before tome 4irangers 


this method which I have deſcribed. One of them, who 


durſt not Hatly contradict me, or openly avow his mcre- 


dulity, endeavoured to prove to the reſt, by very clear 
arguments, that my allertion was at leaſt exaggerated. 
Whilſt they were diſputing, I retired unobſerved by the 
company; and having prepared a fuſee after my own 
manner, 1 returned through the garden to the window, 


where theſe gentlemen were continuing their diſpute. 


Pointing with my finger to a little bird perched near 
them, 1 took aim and fired at it, upon which it fell. I 
inſtantly ſeized it; and, delivering it alive into the hands 
of my antagonilt, put a ſtop to all his fine reaſoning. 


About the end of the month we were much impeded 


| by new rains, which laſted a long time, and almolt wi- 
thout intermiſſion. Theſe ſtorms ſucceeded each other 
: with great rapidity : the lightning fell feveral times in 


che 


* 
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che ſoreſt near us; the water gained upon us on all ſides; 


and, to add to the difagreeablenets of our ſituation, our 
camp was in one night quite overflown: we therefore 
quitted the wood, and went to eltablith ourſelves on ſome 
N ſpot in the open country. I now ſaw, with very 
great uncaſinels, that it would be impoſlible tor us to get 
du of this place in which we were ſurrounded : thoſe 
ſmall rivulets, which had before ap ppeared ſo pleaſant ang -- 
agreeable to us, were changed into "Ran ious torrents, which 


carried ſand, trees, and fragments et rock along with 


them. I was fentible that, unleis I expoſed myfelf to the 
utmoſt dangers, it would be impracticable to croſs them. 
On the other hand my oxen, harrailed and chilled with 
cold, had deſerted my camp; nor did 1 know how or. 
which way to ſend after them to find them. My fitua- 
tion was very uncomfortable; and I paſſed many mo- 


ments in great dejection. My poor Hottentots, fatigued 


and ſick, began already to murmur. We had no more 
game: what we killed was hard- 
ly ſufficient for our ſubliitence ; becauſe, confined by the 
torrent, which increated more and more every day, Wwe 


proviſions, and no more 


could not have recourſe to our nei ghbours for alliance. 


How di! krelling our condition with ſuch preparations! It 
might have been ſaid that an univerſal deluge was likely 


to inundate Africa. I however retained my apprehen- 


fions to myſelf; as I ſaw my fad companions calting their 
reltleſs looks upon me, and witneſſing by their ſilence 


what doubts they entertained for Hades: Never did 


a ſight appear more gloomy : our charming walks, laid 
under water, were in an mitant deitroyed ; and thoſe de- 
lightful gardens were changed into a gloomy and inhoſ- 
pitable deſert. Thus diitretled, collecting all my forces, 
1 beſought my friends to ſearch, at leaſt, for our loſt and 


ſcattered oxen; and to determine upon croſſing one of 


the torrents, whatever might be the event. By the moſt 
uncommon caprice of fortune, the fatal event which 
threatened us with immediate deſtruction, was in part the 
occaſion of our ſafety. One of my Hottentots, in Iook- 
ing for a paſſage, noticed a buffalo in the middle of the 


water, which had probably been drowned the precedin 


evening, for it was {till quite freſh: on this diſcovery he 
came, thouting for joy, to ng 1 us the eons tidings z 3 
| and 5 
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and nothing indeed could have h. appened more andi 
We dragged the animal to the {hore, with conſiderable 
danger; cut it to pieces on the ſpot ; and, having carried 
off che ſoundeſt parts, leſt the remainder to my dogs; 
and as they had taſted a long time, they found great re- 
lief in this 9 We ſaw chem return from their ſeaſt 
with their bellies ſo ſtuffed that they could {carcely walk. 
I cannot avoid mentioning another circumitance, as it will 
tend to convey à {till better idea of the terrible ſituation 
to which we were rednced. Theſe dogs, which were now 
like walking ſkeletons, watching our motions, followed 
cloſely at our heels when ever any of us retired to eaſe the 
wants of nature; and I have ſeen them fight deſperately 
with one another for this diiguſting nouriſhment. 5 
There is nothing in this lite durable; ; a period is allot- 
ted to misfortunes as well as to happineſs. The end of 
March brought a change of weather; the rains grew leſs 
frequent, the torrents fubſided; ; and I ſent four Hotten- 
tots in queit of my oxen, which they brought almoſt all 
back, after an abſence of four days. Some of them had 
returned the way we came, and had even repuli- -d the 
large brackiſh river; others had taken ſhelter in different 
plantations, and ſome had ſhifted for thenielves in the 
beſt manner they could. Four of them, however, were 
milling, which could not be ſound, nor did I ever after- 
wards hear any more of them. Without delay J prepa- 
red to leave this inholpitable country, and to tranſport 
my camp three leagues far ther, to a hill named Pampoen- 
Fraal. I] took advantage of two days of fine weather to 
dry my effects, great part of which were moiſt and half 
rotten. ; and the {kin of the buffalo which we had flayed, 
ſerved to renew the traces of my waggons and carriages, 
which the moiſture had rendered uſelels. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe continual rains, and my cruel diſappointments, 
I was ſtill capable of making ſome efforts. In the woods 
we had met with an old tree, the trunk of which was hol- 
low; and J went thither with my fuſee almoſt every day, 
to watch for ſuch ſmall birds or game as might appear. 
I was there ſheltered at leaſt from the rain, and I ſup- 
ported my courage with hope. From this ſacred niche I 
brought down, without mercy, every thing that preſented 
itlelf to my view. Thus the ſudy of Nature engaged 
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my attention, in preference to more preſſing. wants. Con- 


tinually inflamed with the powerful deſire of robbing her 


of her treaſures, I was dying with hunger, and yer 
thought of my colle&ions. In ſpite of all obſtacles I 
faw my riches gtadually increaſe : I had acquired a ſmall 


collection of rare objects altogether unknown in Europe, 


which I expoſed to the air; and I found that they were 
not ſo-much damaged by the moiſture as the reſt of my 


elfects. In this wood we met with no game but the boſ- 


bock antelope, and a ſmaller ſpecies, which I have al- 
ready ſpoken of. On the plain, belides the three ſpecies 
of partrid ges before: mentioned, we ſaw another called the 
red pheaſant, becauſe its feet and the naked ſkin of its 


throat are of that colour. Of carni erous Anim. als we 


| ſaw tigers and hyznas, but not one lion. 


The heavens became every day more and more hon; 


and appeared to preſage that our fitnation would ſoon be 
as happy as it had been miſerable and gloomy. I was 
much pleaſed with the hill of Pampoen-Kraal, on which 
I had placed my camp. At a little diſtance from my 
tent ſtood a ſmill eminence, crowned by a thicket of 


thirty or thirty-tive feet in diameter. The trees. and 


ſhrubs of which it was c: »mpoſed, in gr owing had ſo in- 
terwoven their branches, that the whole had the appear- 
ance of one very thick and butby body. Suppoſing that 


I might convert it into a little palace, I ordered a path 


to be traced out to its center, and the branches to be 
lopped off on each fille to che height of a man, ſo as to 


afford an eaſy paſſage. In the middle of the thicket, by 


the force of labour and employing the hatchet, Wwe were 


able to cut out two chambers per rfectly ſquare; in one ef 


which I placed my table and my chair: this was my ſtu- 
dy. The ſecond i ornamented with my kitchen utenſil: ; 
but this did not prevent me from making uſe of it at the - 


ſame time as a dining room. Theſe two apartments, na- 


turally covered with br anches and leaves impenetrably 
thick, afforded me a delightful and cool retreat, when 
haraſſed and covered with ſweat and duſt, after my hunt- 
ing excurſion in the morning, I retired from the heat of 
the day and the ſcorching rays of the ſun. When fatigue 
had whetted my appetite, what delightful repaſts! when 
lleep ſtole upon me, what e and Beute repoſe! 
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—Ye ſamptnous orottoes of our financiers ! ye Fag. iſh 
gardens twenty times changed with the wealth of the citi- 


zen! why do your ſtreams, vour caſcades, your pretty 


ſer pentine walks, your broken bridges, your ruins, your 


marbles, and all your me Inventions, difguit 15 taſte 
natural bower of the Pampom Kraal? 


Though I could not leave this delightful ſol: tude, wi- 


s thout much regret, I was however forced to think of de- 
parting. Having one day traverſed the whole neigh- 
 bourhood, to diſcover what tract I ought. to follow, in 


order to travel with molt eaſe and ſafety, I found, about 


a2 league from my camp, a very rapid torrent, called 
 Kayman's Hole; though I know not the reafc n, as in this 


8 
vhole country I never ſaw either a kay man or a croco- 


dile. This rivulet guſhed out from two mountains not 
very high, but exceeding. ſteep: on the right hand I 


had the fea, about a thouſand 3 diltant; and on the 


leſt woods and mountains, which we could not pais with 


the cattle and carriages: there was no Other reource 
therefore for me, but to paſs the dangerous 5 8 


Hole, On this account I was very uneaſy, and 


deed vexed. Let the reader only conceive m Y 3 


on. ſtopped thus every ſtep I moved; and, one obſtacle 
no ſooner overcome, than new ones ill ſtarting up be- 
fore me, while 1 was fully convinced of the neceflity of 
penetrating farther. The torrent ſeemed to me too much 
-Twelled, and too rapid, to attempt the croſſing it. I was, 

in a particular manner, afraid for my oxen; and rafts 


could only have been uſed in tranſporting my effects. I 


Was therefore forced to arm myſelf with patience, and to 


wait for a more favourable opportuuity. 
J received an expreſs on the 18th of April, Com Mr 


: Mulder, who, having returned from the Cape, brought 


me ſome letters which he hat carried along with him, 


| and which were anſwers to thoſe I had entruſted to his 
care about the beginning of February, I Jearned that 


my friends were very uneaſy about me, ard anxious for 


my return. Others advited me to perſevere; and, 


while they ſat at caſe by their fire ſides, gave themſelves 
little uncalineſs about any oblacles, provided my journey 


could prove benehicial to ſeience £ Or, without going 10 


far, 
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far, furniſh food for their curioſity, in fables related af- 


ter their own manner. I obſerved that each of them 
were intereſted according to his own particular views: 
but I determined to follow my own original plan. It 
may be eaſily conceived how much the bad ſeaſon had 
| hindered my progreſs, ſince I had not travelled above 
eight leagues during all the time which Mr Mulder had 
taken in his journey to the Cape. In a letter which I re- 
ceived from this gentleman, he appointed a place of 


meeting, and propoſed that we hould entertain ourſelves 


a few days with tithing upon the ſea-coatt, if ſuch an ex- 
ee would not put me out of order: he 8 to 
bring with him nets, and every thing requiſite for our 


ſpending a week together on the. coat; and he likewiſe 


told me that his wife would be one of the party. This 
propoſal gave me great ſatis faction; was, ſoon after the. 
| metſenger” s arrival, Mr and Mrs Mulder made their ap- 
pearance, together with an olicer next in command un- 
der Mr Mulder. One might have compared them to ſo 


many patriarchs on a journey. The latter riding on the 


bow of his ſaddle, upon his ities, curying à young in- 
jant four months old, which his wife ſackled. her 
were all four on Porte aeck. His carriage, together with 


his nets and baggaze, had gone to attend us on the fea 


more. Having ordered one of mine to be got ready at 
ſame time, I loaded it with my tent, a few empty caſks, 
and every thing that I thought would be of ſervice to us 


for our miraculous fiſhing. When we arrived at the 


thore, after a few compliments and the cultomary cere- 


montes, we threw our nets ſeveral times into the water, 


but always without ſucceſs; we ſcarcely catched any 
thing: and the exerciſe affor. ded us no amuſement, De- _ 
ter mining, therefore, to go en 4 little further, to a ſmall 
lake formed by the tide, where we expected to be more 
ſucceſsful, we began to march on; but, as I was by no 
means ſo curious in fiſhes as in bi | ſhould have been 


ſoon wearied of our ſport, had not the politeneſs of my 


friends. and the open and eaſy chearfulneſs of the ladies, 
engaged my attention a little. I however rambled a 
good deal about on foot, from one ſide to another, exa- 
mining every part around with eager eyes, and not al- 
lewing either the air, roads, or trees, to eſcape my 
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bier ation. Having reached the banks of (tie like: 5 


fought for a convenient ſpot where J might pitch my. 


tents : but an alarm, which we little expected, had near- 
ly deranged all our groteſque cavalcade. In paſſing a 
| ſpot covered with very high and thick reeds, the work- 


men ſuddenly came upon a buffalo, which had lain down 


there to reſt, They were ſo near, that the animal, fully 
as much frightened as they were by this unexpected ap- 


Pearance, in retiring threw down the horſe of the under 


commander, and that of his wife. The conſternation 
now became general ; ; every one attempted to fly, and to 
make off as quickly as poſſible. Mr Mulder's people, 
- who were not much accuſtomed with builaloes, being 
' nearer the water, plunged into it up to the neck. Mine, 
more accuſtomed to hunting, put on a bold look; but the 


animal, terrified by the ſight of fo many people on every 


1170 de, arid not knowing where to fly, continued motion». 
1:fs, poſted up againſt an enormous rock. Upon hearing 
the noiſe, I immediately ran up; but unfortunately I had 


only my double barrelled fuſee. It was not to be expec- 


ted that a common ball would kill a buffalo. I however 
ventured to go neat him, and to fire. The moment 1. 
had diſcharged my piece he left his tation, and in a fu- 


Tious manner came ſtraight on towards me; but the ſe- 
cond ball, which hit him, immediately damped his con- 


rage: he turned about, and paſſing near one of the ox- 
en, which carried our kitchen apparatus, difcharged all 


his fury on this quiet animal, gave it two blows in the 


belly with his horns, and ſoon ran out of fight. I could 


not prevail upon the company to continue longer here. 


The huſbands were much afraid about their wives; and, 
as I conjectured by the diſorder of their looks that they 
were really affected by their tender alarms, I recommen- 
| ded to them to return to our firſt thing place on the ſea 
| ſhore. In our ſecond attempt we were more fortunate ; 
and we had the ſatisſaction of catching ſo many filth, that 
I ordered ſome of them to be ſalted, and to be packed i in- 
to my caſks, whilſt Mr Mulder followed my example. 
This ſport, which continued eight days completely, and 
the occupations with which it furniſhed us, amuſed us in- 
deed much more than I had ſuppoſed. From time to 

time 1 left the — for a . and J killed ſeveral 


uncomman 
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uncommon birds; but I was not now obliged to contend 


with a ſecond buff lo. When we had ſilted all our fil h. 


we divided our proviſion, and took leave of one another: 


but I acknowledge that I could not leave theſe worthy. 
people without regret; for they had enlivened our little 
excurſion with a pleaſantneſs very natural, ſimple,” and 
mild. I followed with my eyes their little caravan and | 
I did not quit it till I had entirely loſt them. 
When I went again to my camp, I found every thing 5 
in order; my cattle properly taken care of, and my peo- 
ple occupied on thetr duty, for which 1 teſtiked my ſatiſ- 


faction to them. 


I left to Mr Mulder the care of all the animals I had 
preſerved tince I lent off my laſt cargo, as well as the li- 


ving touracos I had caught in gins; which he engaged 


to tranſmit to Mr Boers at the Cape. He had alio the 


policeneſs to give me one of his nets, and to ſend me a 


pair of wheels which I ſought from him. As my cart was 
far from convenient, and alw ays ready to be overturned, 
I determined to miount it in the ſame manner with the 
reit of my carriages. — This being a labour of great ne- 
| ceſſity, we ſet about it inſtantly; and every one took his 
part in the work. The timber neceliary tor this operati- 
on was ſoon cut out; and in leſs than a fortnight our 
cart, changed into a waggon, rolled upon four "wheels. 


It did not indeed in its conſtruction diſcover the hand of 


a matter ; but it did my purpoſe equally well; and I muſt 


remark that all the fort: ight was not occupied 5 in altering 


it. When I obſerved that it went well, and that my | 


cart-wrights would gain credit by it, I ſent a detachment 


of my people to the neighbourhood of the torrent, Which 
we were about to croſs, with orders to fill up the aper- 
tures, and repair. the DISHWAys which the waters had 
ſpoilt. _ I cauſed them $4 tunes and large branches of 
trees with them, to make the quagmires paiſable; which, 


D 


without this precaution, might have disjointed, and even 
broken my carriages. When by means of exceſſive la- 
bour we had ſmoothed every paſs, on the goth. of April 


I made my caravan file off betore me; and caſting my 


eye, for the lat time, on the charming hermitage of 


Pampoen- Kraal, lett it with the f. faure re gret as that with 


which a lover leaves his miſtreſs. I often aiterw ards ene 
: 3 | | | wired — 
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tion to learn that it had not only been refpecied, (UL chat 
| the Hottentots had named it in rercernibrarice of r 


In ſpite of all my precaution, Ltnund great aitficuly at 


Kayman' Hole, as well as at a river wed by the Bot- 


tentots in their language Krokeue Kin, which is the girls 


ford. This country was of old inhabited by Hottentots, 
who are all now dead or ditperted: the deep pits which | 
are to be ſeen at certain dillauces, evidencing that they _ 
were hunters; and that they caught buifaloes and cle- 
Phants in their ſnares : but theſe aiffmals are ſeldon. or 
never now ſeen in this canton. 


After travelling eight hours, we came near the Stoarte | 


River, or Black River: as it was {till ſwelled by the rains, 
we were forced to croſs it on rafts,} which we ercaed 
As: formerly. 
Noticed on the other ſide made us continue here ſome - 


The freth traces of buffaloes which we 


time: and I at length had the ſatisfaction to kill one; a 


Hottentot I took along with me, killed alſo another. I 


was ſo pleaſed with my good fortune, that I immediate- 


ly returned to my camp, to mention this agreeable news, 


which promued a ſupply of proviſion to my people for a 
conſiderable time, if we ſhould be reduced to diſtreſs. 


As we had killed theſe two animals on the borders of the 
river, above the place where I had ſettled, I ordered 
them to be puthed into the ſtream, which carried them 
oppoſite to my tent, where they were cut up: and I de- 

Fired they ſhould be cut into very ſmall pieces, that they 
might be more eaſily ſalted, and expoſed afterwards to 

the air and the ſun. Our waggons, together with the 
buſhes and trees which ſurrounded us, were all loaded 
with bloody remainders of our buffaloes ; but ſuddenly, 

in the midſt of our work, and when we were not 3 
ting it, we found ourſelves attacked by flights of kite 

and vultures; which, without any dread, perched ame wo 


us,. Phe kites, eſpecially, were the moſt impudent. 


They rapaciouſly ſeized upon the morſels of fleth, and 


even fought furiouſly with my people. When each of 
them had carried away a pretty large piece, they retired 
to ſome branch, about ten paces from us, and devoured 


it in our ſight. Though we fired our fuſees, they were 


not L alarmed, but wand been to the "w— ſo 
| at, 
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: that, finding that I ſpent my powder in vain, we re 
ſolved to diſperſe them, and drite them away with large 


poles, until our provitions thould be perfectly dry.“ his 
manœuvre, which for a long time diitreſſed my pec le, 


did not prevent us from being plundered withuut mercy; 


but, had we not uſed it, nothing abſolutel) would have 
remained of our two buffaloes. | 


I ordered the tongues to be fnoked; 424 I never ne- 
glected to follow the ſame plan with thoſe of all the ani- 


mals I afterwards killed. This was a very great delica- : 


cy; and a refource for me when our proviſions ran hort. 


When diſpoſed to indulge in leniuality, or to whetten my 
_ appetite, I added a imall plateiul of it to my common 
allowance. The Longues ot elephants only 1 did not in- 
celine to preſerve in this manner: their taſte, and even 
their ſhape, always dityulted me in a manner which I 


could never get the better of, and winch it would be ve- 
ry hard to give any reaſon tor, 


So ioon as our provilions were ready and packed up, 


we left the Black River; and having palled the Goucom, 

two leagues diitant we reached the A Mend, after travel- 
ling two leagues more. The latter is a conſiderable 
fliream, and was {till iwelled by the tide —Hitherto I bad 
ſeen no ſpot more agreeable for ſettling my camp. Here 


I had a molt charming meadow of about a thouſand feet 
ſquare; a foreit ot tall trees made a magnificent ſhelter | 


on the ſouth, extending round towards the eaſt ; on the 
north I had the river before me, which ſeemed to be well 


ſtored with fith; and a variety of ſmall game ſwarmed 


upon its banks. So many advantages might have almoſt : 


made me torget Fampoen-Kraal ; but all its attractions 
could not induce me to ſtop. Vexed with a fecret unea- 
ſineſs, I obterved on the oppoſite ſide oi the river a diffi- 


cult mountain, which it was unavoidable for us to pals. 
It was fo rematkably ſteep, that I dreaded ſome accident 


would befal me; for an internal foreboding ſeemed ſtrong- 
ly to indicate it. I had indeed nearly lolt, in one mo- 
ment, all the truits of my labours, and of my incredible 
fatigues. I had taken the prudent precaution to carry 
my waggons one after the other; tor, had I attempted 
to make them mount gy ona I ſhould not have had 
oxen tuihcient to draw them. 1 ordered twenty to be 


yoked 
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yoked to my maſer wvaggon ; which, as I have already 
mentionde, carried all my artillery and my principal rich- 
es. My oxen proceeded; and, by climbing with great 
exertion, had almoſt got to the top: but the chain which 
kept the firſt eighteen together breaking all of a ſudden, 
the waggon rolled down with great precipitation to the 
EF] foot of the hill, carrying with it the two oxen yoked to 
| the pole. From the height on which we ſtood, my con- 
= ductors and 1 followed it with our eyes, almoſt petrified 
with fear, and in the moſt terrible agitation.ä— Many a 
1 time did we perceive it ready to fall over the precipice 
that bordered the way: and this misfortune would have 
certainly taken place, if it had not been for the ſuperior 
ſtrength of the two oxen attached to the pole, which no- 
; thing could overcome. If this accident had happened, 
it would entirely have ſuſpended my journey. My car- 
rlage, and my moſt valuable effects, would have been 
dathed to pieces; my powder, my ſhot, and my mul- 
quets, would have been ſcattered : and 1 thould have 
been totally ruined without anv refource. The waggon 
Was, however, topped by a rock on the banks of the 
torrent. We deſcended wich thouts of joy; and collect- 
ing my elkets, put every thing in its proper place, and 
again Fyoked the oxen to this fatal carriage; Which, wi- 
thout danger, in an hour regained what it had loit in ten 
minutes. The reit, being not quite ſo heavy, arrived in 
perfect ſafety. I had ordered the traces to. be doubled, 
and four men to attend the wheels, all ready to put their 
hands to the ſpokes on the leaſt jolt. The road however 
was fo ſteep, that this would not have prevented a fall; 
but it would have leflened the rapidity of it, and given 
us time to direct the carriage in ſuch a manner, as belt 
to avoid the dreadiul precipice. i 
Fear, as a magaifying glaſs, always 9 objects. 
Mine had announced tomething very unfortunate. It 
would be in vain to attempt to paint my looks, and the 
agitation of my mind, in this diſtreſſing moment. I in- 
voluntarily followed all the motions of the waggon, and 
appeared to ſet it right by thoſe of my body, and by 
the geitures of my arms. Each jolt went to the bottom 
ay Heart: „ todo 
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Our loſs however turned out to be lefs than I was a- 
raid of. I might indeed almolt ſay that a miracle was 
wrought in my favour ; and I perceived that the god of 


the fatal trident did not always purfue me. I found 


that not only my carriage had eſcaped with very little 
damage, but the ſhocks it fultained had not materially _ 
deranged what it contained. My oxen, which were drag- 


ged backwards by a waggon of nearly two tons weight, 


and which might have been daſhed to pieces before theß 
got to the foot of the mountain, eſcaped with only a few 


dangerous wounds, which did not prevent them from 


continuing their labour. It muſt be owned that our miſ- 
fortune, making allowance for the loſs of time, was but 


very little; though we bad every reaſon to fear for the 


future. | 
In proportion as I got at a diſtanee rom the planta- 
tions, and advanced into the country, every thing aſ- 


ſumed a new appearance in my eyes. The proſpects be- 
came more magnificent; the ſoil appeared to be more 


rich and fruitful ; nature ſeemed to be more grand and 


majeſtic; and the lofty mountains preſented, on all ſides, 
more charming and delightful points of view, than I had 


ever ſeen. Theſe ſcenes, contraſted with the dry and 
parched fields of the Cape, made me think that I was 
more than a thouſand leagnes from it. What!“ ſaid 


1, in my ecttaſy, „ ſhail lions and tigers be the eternal 


„ inhabiters of theſe ſuperb regiens? What ſpeculator, 
&« with the ſordid view only of eftabliſhing a kind of cen- 
« ter for commerce, could have preferred the ſtormy Ta- 


ble Bay to the innumerable roads, and natural and 
© commodious harbours, which are to be met with on 5 
& the eaſtern coaſts of Africa?“ 


Thus did I reflect within myſelf, whilt climbing. the 
mountain on foot, aud forming vain wiſhes tor the con- 
queit of this delighttul country, which the indolent poli- 


& of the European nations will perhaps never gratity. 


We ill continued to advance, having always to the 


welt that great chain of mountains, covered with wood, 


which we had before oblerved at a great diſtance. Af. 


ter travelling four hours and a half, we halted at a ſmall _ 


rivulet about three leagues diſtant ſrom the ſea. Here 


we ſaw a prodigions anti ol filh floating. up with the 


| tide 3 
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A thriving colony. 


one more agreeable than another, 
great number of {mall white herons, of the ſame kind as 
thoſe ſent from Cayenne, and which I had often ſeen, 


when young, in Surinam. I found allo the large egret*, 
but it was tcarcer here. 
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tide; and as ſoon as we ſaw them in a ſtate of ſtagnation, 


the net which I had received from Mr Mulder was im- 


mediately extended acroſs the ſtream. This was the firſt 
time I employed it; and being too long, it was found 
neceſſary to have it doubled. Were I to mention the 
number of fith which remained when the tide ebbed, I 


mould be confidered as an extravagant exaggerator: [ 
ſhall only ſay that the net ſuffercd confiderably. My 


people cooked theſe fith with a variety of ſauces: as for 


me, I kept about an hundred for myſelf, which, with 


different ſpices, I put into a kettle without any water; 
and taving hermetically ſealed the: coverlid with a kind | 
of viſcous earth, I buried the whole under hot aſhes. By 


this arrangement [ had an excellent dith of fith, with 


which I conid icarcely be latiated; and W hich Jailed me 
for a good time. 


A more agreeable and adva antageou⸗ ſpot could not be: 
choſen, than that upon which I then ſtood, for erecting 
The ſer advances through an OPen= . 


ing of about a thouſand paces broad, and penetrates into 


the country to the diſtance of more than two leagues and 


a half. The baſon which it forms extends more than a 


league; and all the coalt, both on the right and the left, 


is lined with rocks, which inter cept. all communication 
With it. The land, both rich and 


limpid and reireſhing ſtreams, which flow down on every 


d truitfal, i watered by 


ſide from the eaſtern mountains. Theſe mountains, which 


are crowned with m. jeſtic woods, reach as far as the ba- 


ſon, winding about with a number of finuoſities ; which 


form an hundred groves, naturaily variegated, and every. 
In this ſpot I ſawa 


The woods produce ſmall game in great abundance : W 


| buffaloes, and ſometimes e are alſo found in 


them. Two or three houſes, the inhabitants of which 


have no other occupation but to carry on a dull and la- 
borious trade i in wood and butter wich the Cape, are ſeen 


here; 3 


* A ſpecies of the heren. 
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here but . at a very great diſtance from one a- 
- nother. 


[ remained in this delightful country till the t3th, 


We then paſſed by very diſagreeabl e roads, a foreſt call- 
ed le Poort; and, afte 


rived at the river Mitte Dreſt. In ſeveral places I obſer- 


ved a few more dwellings no. leſs miſerable and wretched | 
than the others; for the diſtance, the dangers of the 
journey, and other obſtacles in ſuperable to theſe poor peo- 
ple, do not ſuffer them, except very rarely, to drive a 
few oxen to the Cape: and, even when they come there, 
they are in a bad condition; and on that account the 


owners of them make a very bad market, and are as ill 


paid, When I palled here, many of. theſe people had 
not been at the Cape for many years. : 


I fill advanced, but whether it was that . 


and the repeated diſappointments ſucceſſively experien- 
ced, had hurt my health; or that 1 was forced to pay 
tribute to theſe new climates, and that their temperature 
made a ſtrong impreſſion on my conltitution—1 was of- 
ten ſeized with ſudden ficknets, and tormented with the 
gloomy idea that 1 ſhould leave my athes two thouſand 
leagues from my family. My imagination, too lively, 
ſtilf increaſed this misfortune ; and 1 gave place to dejec- 
tion and deſpair. The moſt diſmal niciancholy took | 
poſſeſſion of my mind; for I now ſaw myſelf in fact ſtop- 


ped in my progreſs. 1 was afflicted with extreme head- 


aches, an extraordinary heavineſs, and u general unea- 
ſineſs, that ſeemed to threaten very ſerious danger. This 
was the only accident J feared when I ſet out. I found 
it would be incumbent on me to ſtop, that I might re- 
freſh my ſtrength: and 1 at laſt formed the reſolution; 
ſatished that the moſt acute diſorder muſt here, as well 
as among phyſicians noſtrums, take a happy turn, or give 


relief to the patient by death. 


1 therefore dragged myielf along: as well : as 1 could: 
and took a e e view of the environs. 


ced an agreeable ſituation for my camp, near a ſmall ri- 


vulet, 1 ordered n tents to be pitched at the edge of a_ 


wood. I knew nothing of the practice of phyſic, but re- 


gimen and reſt; my people {till knew leſs; and, if my 
diltemper increaſed, 1 was likely in their hands to run 


very 


fter travelling ſeven hours more, ar- 


Having noti- 
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very great hazard. I became ſo very weak, that T was 
forced to remain abed in my waggon, which the heat of 


the ſun made like a burning furnace. I was diitreiſed 


with tormenting pains in my bowels ; a violent dyſentery 
enſued; and I heard my people, in their turn, complain 
one after another of the ſame diſtreſs. Suppoſing then 


that this kind of epidemia was owing to the great quan- 
tity of falt fiſh which we had eaten, I ordered that the re- 


maineder of it ſhould be burnt. In the mean while I was 
conſumed by a conitant fever; but did not wholly loſe 


my ſtrength: and, after a copious perſpiration during 
twelve days, reit, and a proper regimen, my health was 
_ re-eſtabliſhed. I took moderate exerciſe, calmed my ſpi- 
rits, and ſoon found that I every day got better. The 
ſame regimen recruited all my people. I did not negle& 
to add to the liſt of the grand and ſublime diſcoveries in 
medicine, the warm bath: and I am fully convinced that 
to this bath, or good fortune, I am indebted for my life. 


When I got perfectly well, I reſumed my uſual employ- 


ments, exerciſe and hunting. In my firſt excurſion, I 
found that we had a ſecond river on our flank, called 


Queur- Boom, which Falls from the weſtern mountains, and 


is joined by the Witte Dreft about a league from the ſea, 
The mouth of it is near a bay, which navigators call the 
Bay of Agoa. In a journey which governor Blettenberg 


of the Cape made to this place, he ordered his name, the 
year aud day of his arrival, to be engraven on a ſtone 


column. I examined this wretched monument, which 
needed only an inſcription in verſe to render it [till more 


deſpicable. This name now reigns in all the colonies ; 


and the Bay of Agoa is diſtinguithed by that of Bletten- 
Berg Bay. Thus a paltry poſt, eltabliſhed by the vani- 


ty of an individual, in a moment gives riſe to errors 


which diſconcert conventions before received; and at the 


\ 


ſame time overthrows opinions generally adopted by the 


people. In the neighbourhood of our camp there hap- 
pened to be a flock of about twenty-five or thirty bubales 
in a place incloſed by the ſea and our two rivers; and as 
our camp was ſo placed, that it filled all the remaining 
ſpace for them to eſcape by, theſe animals were wholly 
at our mercy, Conſidering them therefore as part of 


eur live ogks we 40 not ſpare n,; for, no ſooner 
did 


A 


pe YT, 


their ikins, w 


from the prelence of a man. 


in defer ning itfeli, a bullet 


to be left to the 7 flare 


| difficulty. 
views of a Company who are always endeavouring tO ex- 


at the third generation, the m 


"TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 0, 


did our proviſions | begin to fall low, than we brought 
down a couple of them. None of them eicaped us; and | 
when ſewed together, made an excellent COs 
vering for the waggon L had repaired at Fampoen- 


Kraal. 


As large parties of bufaloes came to biowie in our 


fight, a "he other fide of the Queur- Doom, we Cave 


ch: ce to them, and caught a good Tquny of them. 
This animal is uncommonly wild, and one needs at- 


| tack it wich great precaution in the woods; but in the 


open fields it is not formidable. It is afraid of, and flies 


The ſafeſt method of catch 
ing it, is to haraſs it with dogs. Walt it is employed 
in the head, or the omoplate, 


will inn. mtly kill it. The bullets to be employed mult 


be of a large ſize, and made either of tin or of lead. Tf 
the animal is not wounded in the two 955 above men- 
tioned, it will make its eſcape. | 


The horns are very large and freading... By the doſes 
neſs of their roots to one ENS E on the fore-head, one 
would almoit ſuppoſe that they fpring from the ſame rot. 
The buffalo is much it:-uter and bigger than the fineſt ox- 
en in Europe; and I imagine with many Ur avellers, that 


it would not be e to render it tame and ſub- 
miſſive to the bis ke. 
been fucceſsful, 


That this attempt hath never yet 
is but a weak oObjection; for improper 
experiments are no proof. Such an enterpriſe, indeed, 
would need time, knowledge, and art; and ought not 
of an ignorant planter, accuſ- 
tomed often to ſee inſurmountable obitacies in a trifling 


18 
This peculation is worthy of the important 


tend every bran h of idultry and commerce. Were 


ſome of theſe animals taken . hen very young, and put 
into proper 1 incl ures, and were 
to come and receive ſome favourite 3 trom their keep. 
er, they would ſoon kiſs the hand which feeds them. As 


they gr = ly taught 


they grew up, they would produce young ; which taught 
by their mothers, would imitate their example, and be- 
come ſtill more familiar. Why thould we not ſuppole that, 
manners of the buffalo would 


de meliorated, When we every day ies. wild bears, taken 
Vor. . K from 
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from the hills of Savoy, croſs our ſtreets, dance, leap, 
Falute people, and in a word ſubmit to the orders of their 


conductor with the molt timid ſubmiſlion to his av aricious 


Caprice. 


All animals with veins and cloven feet have generally 


a haggard eye, which gives them a frightful appearance: 
Dut, as in carnivorous and fanguinary animals, this is no 
mark of fury, on the contrary it ditcover s terror and fear. 


They have neither the deep cunning, nor the miſchievous 


inclination, of the lion, the tiger, or even the elephant. 
Indeed, they have no uſe for them; the vegetables upon. 
. which they browſe do not occaſion much heat in their 
bowels: they are very wild, but fearful. In this ap- 
parent contraſt I ſee nothing oppoſite to nature, and ] ob- 
| ſerve one of the moſt ſtriking teatures of man. 


It is not my purpoſe to enter here into an examination. 


of thoſe complicated ſhades, hitherto ſo little obſerved, 
Which diſtinguiſh ſavage animals from one « another. It g 
is always either a regard to their own ſafety, or the in- 


clination of providing for their own ſubſiſtence, which 
2ads them to ſerocity ; but being, like us, ſubjected to 
paſſions variouſly united, they proceed to it by different 


| merhod.. This examination, diſconnected with a work 


merely hiſtorical, 1 ſhall delay for my N ol aui- | 


| mals. 


I had not yet cloſely ſurvey ed the bay, which is very 


improperly named Blettemberg. The attention which I 
paid to my health, at the end of my diſorder, had hi- 
therto prevented my examining it ; and, when I went 
| thither for the firſt time, I was much aſtonithed to find 


that it was only a very open road, ſcarcely penetrating 


into the country at all. It is very wide, and has a ſuffi- 
cient depth of water for the largeit veilels ; the anchoring 


ground is ſecure; and, by means of boats, they may be 


eaſily conducted to a beautiful part of the ſhore, which is 


not incloſed with the rocks that abound there, as they 


are all detached from each other. By procecding a 
league from the coaſt, the crews would come to the 
mouth of the Queur- Boom, where they would find wa- 
ter. Refrethments might be bought from the inhabi- 


tants of the environs; and the bay would furniſh fiſh, 


| will which it abounds 3 ; as Well as excellent Oy ters, with | 


| which | 


T 


02 


TRAVEL S IN AFRICA, 932 


which all the rocks are overſpread. This bay is one of 


thoſe places where government ought to erect warehouſes 


and repotitories for timber: the foreſts all aronnd are 


- e ; and they could be more readily cut down | 
than any where elle: for it is not to ſteep hills that one 


muſt go in queſt of wood, as in the country of Auteni- 


qua; it is here quite at hand. Warehouſes, as I have 


ſaid,” ought to be built cloſe by the bay; and, during the 
fine monſoon, it might be carried to the Cape in a ſhort. 


time, and without any riſk. This eaſy plan would open 
the eyes of the inhabitants to their own intereſt : the ex- 
portation would be renewed, and would ſoon increaſe, 


Theſe inechauſtible lands once cultivated, befi.les afford- 
ing hopes of plentiful crops, would draw thither a great 


many intelligent planters, on account of the ready com- 


municatio 1 which they could have with the Cape: aud 
- theſe people would get from all parts neceiluries and con- 


venieneies Which they muſt now renounce z becauſe, to 


find them, it is nece! Try to go more than an hundred and 


fifty leagues into the country. Were this ſcheme put in 
practice, theſe honeit Dutchmen would no longer be 


loudly and | ſracerely wilking that forge nation would form 
A e Fed in their neighyGarbood, and furniſh them 


with thole articles which contribute to the comfort © of lies. 


and the advantage of ſociety. It would alfo, at the ſame 


time, extend the treaſures of commerce, at the Bay of 
Agoa. Theſe wiſhes, ſo oppoſite to their political inte- 
reit, could not be grutified without deſtroying them. 
The Company have only to form here a proper eltab' ich- 


ment. To the general profits of ſuch an inftitucion would 
be added thoſe. "of nid viduals, which behoved to be of 
importance. They might, for inſtance, cut down a cer- 


tain tree, named Aialing word, and export it to Europe, 


where it would without doubt ſoon be preferred. to every: ; 


other ſort cabinet- makers make uſe of. | . 
The advantages which would accrue to the Company 


and the colony from this beautiful country, could not 
| ſurely have eſcaped the governor, who made a journey' 
_ hither. But in ſettlements, the proſperity of which de- 
pends upon a few united together, and intereſted in coun» 
teracting every plan that would tend to diminith their 


Profits, what 1 is a governor ? A very paſlive Being; in- 
K 2 | | . 
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dolent as to the general good, and actuated ſolely by 
regard to his own private intere ft, Conſenting to a ſort 
of exile for a linited time, he privately ſettles in his own 
| wind, as the firſt article of his contract, that, as he m1 aſk 
wake a fortune in a hurry, every plan of procuring it is 
honourable and lawful, Full of theſe ideas, when he. 
comes to the ſeat of his government, u here he finds eve- 
ry thing adapted to. his views, he exerciſes his rapacity 
with impunity ; when he returns to his cun country, he 
inſults bis fellow-citizens by in talent parade: and be un- 
douhtedly never thinks of ae the eyes of his employs 
ers, as to thoſe improvements and regu. ations Which would 
ſoon | increaſe the happinefs cf a fepnlous Cc lony. | 
cannot kelp thinking 9s colonies, man age d by ex- 
eluſive companies, are like thote publie carriages which 
circulate th rcugh all . e, Conveying. pailen gers and 
_cocds at the fame time; Jrovidced the latter arrive fate, 
the proprietors give tber ſelves very little ticuble vhe- 
ther the poor travellers who defend ircm the coach have 
their limbs broken or not. | 1 | 
Near this bay I found means to eta my collection 
with ſeveral beautiſul bird s, and even with ſome new ipe- 
cies, which were common in the woods here: but I was 
nxzicus above all, to procure one which more than once 
pnt my patience to the trial, and 78 ike to have coſt me 
very dear. It was a bald buzzard“, of a moſt beautiful 
ſpecies. This bird, which is cf the genus of the eagle, 
is almoſt as large as the ofpray. Every day I obſerved 
it liovering over my camp, but at ſuch a diſtance as to 
be beyond the reach of a ball. I however conſtantly ob- 
ſer ved its motions; and made a perſon always v ach, 
and never loſe f. oht of it. One day that 1 had pafled o- 
ver the Queur Boom, while walking along the bank op- 
polite to that on which my camp was ſituated, I percci- 
ved a number of heads, fragments of larg e tithe es, and 
the bones and remains of ſmall antelopes, itrewed on the 
ground, near the rotten trunk of an old tree. I initant- 


ly concluded that this mult be the place where two of 


theſe bald-buzzards had erected their fiſhery, or at leaſt 
their ordinary haunt; and it was not long before I ob- 
ſerved them ſparing round in the air, at a very great. 


| Height, 
F By ſome naturaliſts named the /4 ſea a cogle. . 


my ttation, by day-break. 


Occur to me 


that the tide was up, I caſt myſelt into the 
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height. | 1 infinity concealed myſelf in a thick buſh ; but 


this icheme was N Ot executed with iuihcient 3 Lo 
eiu le the of reing e) es of theſe two erzles. They no doubt 


obſerved me; tor they did not come down. The day 
f uU. owing, and ſeveral days ſncceſlively, 1 returned to: 
I potted my ic f in the thick- 
et, but all my vigilance was ia vain. This buſineſs was 
very laborious : dec⸗ wſe, to go and return, I was forced 


to pats the river twice; and it theſe t times it Was neceila- 
| "= to wait for the ebb tide, | 


Wearied out at length, as I watt + my time | without 5 
being able to ſucceed, i carried two Hottentots with me; 
and paſſing the river, in the middle of the night, I led 
them to a Tpot near the trunk of the old tree, where L 


cauſed them dig a bole tree fect wide and tour feet deep. 


When it was dug, L p! aced my ſelf in it; and h. AVIS or- 


ded then to cover the obe over my head with & few 


ſticks, a piece of a mat, and fore earth, I kept only a 


7 


ſmall opening, large enough for me to put my tulee 
thro! oh its a and. to lee the old trunk. I then ordered my 
peap ple to return to the ca: up. 
cruel birds did not appear. The earch appearing to be 
lately thrown up, had no doubt rendered them pie 


Day approached, but che 


ous ; and this was a circunitance which did not at firſt 
At the cloſe of the night, 1 came out from: 
my hole, an: a ent to ſpend a few hours at my camp; 
after which I went again, and buried myſelf as before. 


This ſche me I contfüned for two days together, very pa- 
tiently. During that time, the ſun had dried the ground 
and m. de it all of one colour. About no: on the third. 
day, | obſerved the female flying above the tree, upon 
which the ſoon lighted, holding a very large ih in her 


chiws.-- I initantiy fired; and had the ſatisfaction to ſee: 


Be r fall, flapping her wings: but before I could diſen- 
gage myſelf from my mat, and the earth with which L | 


was covered, the fo far re.x1ined her {trength as to fly 


and, ſkimming the ſurface of he river, Sor to the oppo 
ſite tide, where the Jay down aud died. 


The tranſport which I enjoyed on finding myſelf in 
poſſeilion ot this bird was ſo great, that, not 0b.crving; 
'ater, with. 
my Sun on my ſuculder; and was inlenſtble of my folly, 


K dll. 
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tin in the middle of the water I found myſelf up to the 
chin. To increaſe my misfortune, | was by mylelf, and 
entirely unacquainted with ſwimming. Had I ende:- 
voured to return, the rapidity of the current would kave 
certainly thrown me down. Without knowing what was 
to be the iſſue, I purſued my journey, as it were, me- 
chanically; and was lucky enough to reach the oppolie 
bank: another inch would have certainly drowned me. 
I ſeized my bald bug z ard; and the ſatisfaction of ſecu- 
ring my prey, ſoon <ffaced every recollection of fear and 
dunger. I was, however, forced to pull off all my clothes, 
and to ſpread them out to dry; in the mean white I amu- 
ſed mylelf in examining my prise; and, when my clothe: 
were fully dry, I returned without harm to my habi— 
tation. When I came, I was informed that ſeveral of 
my people were cut in purſuit of a buffalo, which they 
had met with; and, about evening, I ſaw them return, 
loaded with the limbs of the animal, which they had cut 
up on the ſpot, Very early next morning, I did not fail 
© to ſend in ſearch of the other parts, which they had left 
to attract birds of prey. By this plan I procured the male 
bald bnzzard allo; which differed in nothing from the 
female, but the general diſtinction of carnivorous birds, 
that of being a full third ſmaller. 1 ſhall give a figure 
and deſcription of the latter, by the name of Yocifer. 
That very morning, as I was ſitting quietly in my 
chair, at the door of my tent, having a table betore me 
upon which I was diflecting my bald buzzard, an ante- 
| lope, of that ſpecies called the H, quickly croſſed my 
camp, and paſſed through among my carriages ; while 
my dogs, which had firſt obſerved it, and which attempt- 
ed to oppote it, were not able to caule it alter its route. 
After this alarm, it ran immediately towards a net ſpread 
out to dry, by the fide of my camp; tore it to pieces; 
carried away ſome remainders of it: and, purſued by all 
the pack, threw itſelf quickly into the. river. At the 
ſame moment I ſaw nine wild dogs arrive, which had ve- 
ry probably been in chace of it, and which were tollow- 
ing its ſteps. On ſeeing my camp, theſe animals ſtopt 
ſhort, and, making a little round tour, came to a ſmall 
Hillock, upon which I had poſted myſelf; and from which, 
45 wall as I, they could ſee their prey ſeized by my dogs 
| e | 1 


topt. 


mall 
nich, 


dogs 
and 


Abe Were indeed ſucetistul, at er 
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id their u moſt to ſnatch it frem 
{11e rr. SF, And Te) bring it 4;1ve to me. 
having tailcned its legs. 
Nothing could be more igreeable than 10 ſce che ſimple 


look « ) theſe Wild dg; Khich being quiet ſpectators OL 5 
this pro VORINg ene, rad hotiett the eminence; and, lit - | 
ting on heir tine in a meancholy poſture, ſufficiently 


gies vered by thor awpaticnt geltures what ideas they 
enorirarngd of Obs iigullice, and of their own title to the 


repait WIE? «ce had deprive. them Of. I was very an- 


Kiou“ to catch ono he m, und me of my people crept 


ſofcly along on purpitc to reuch them; but being more 


cunning than we, they dreuded ts maucuvres, and 
made oil with ail jpeed, I trcd a bullet after them, to 
thank them for ne ſervice they had done us; but, as it 
did not take etieE 


„might as well have ſaved niylelt the 
pains. This Ameo endeavoured to keep, and to 


tame; but it was fo very wild, the ſight of the dogs fil- 
leit with fo much terror, and 1t try >oled to hard, and 
made ſo many violent motions, that it muit undoubtedly 
have dettroyed 1tielf. To fave it therefore from this Lore. 


ture, we killed and feaited on it. 
This occurrence, aftorded ſubject for my wits to 


exerciſe their genius on, for more than eight days; and 
they laughed heartily at the poor wild dogs ſor having 1 


raiſed the game, to lee theniſelves 0 quickly deprived of 
it. 


It muſt howe ever 1 conſeſſed, that, had not my dogs | 


been ſupported | by the Hottentcots, they never could have 
5 ſecured the antelo pe; for, tho Ugh there were more TA 


them than the wild dogs, the latter were ſtouter, tiercer, 


and bolder. I thall after wards have occation to mention 
them, and to redity a great many mittakes as to them, 
which kave been circulated and contirmed by men of the 
firſt talents. 


ty as to cbjets which they have never ſeen tbeniſelves, 


But how can people {peak with any certain» 


the rather when they copy the accounts of others wRO 


are equally ſtrangers to them. 


I formed tev eral encan; pments until the 15th of June, | 


in the neighbourhood of the Bay in different pots. De- 
termined do proſecute my journey into the country, be- 


tween the chain of 1 mountains and che lea, I went to exa- 
mino ; 


—— — 
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mine the route: I attempted, but in vain, to find a place 
where my carriages. could eatily pals over; for the toreits 
were ſo exten? c, and fo thick, that it was not potlible to 
penetrate thre wich them. My Hottentots, on their part, 
were not more lucky in their refearches than I was: we 
could abſolutely dilcover no outlet. | relolved therefore | 
to croſs the chain of mountains; but to effect this, it was 

ſtill neceſſary that I ſhould find the entrance of a paſſug ge, 
where my unlucky oxen might he avle to keep their fect. 
In vain did 1 pats over, run, and iearch every where a- 
bout us; for nothing appeared to my view but bare rocks, 
to whatever ſide I turned. Without knowing it, we had 

entangled ourſelves in a kind of hollow valle ey, without an 
opening, from which we could not get cu. but by return 
ing the very way we had come in. This method we 
were olige to purſue; and we again found vurtelves at 

the wood of Poort, which » we had oply a month betore 

let out mm 

Sich is the Grtonate nt ability of the (WARY 80 mind, 
that little 1 is ſometimes Wanting co reitere it to its former 

eaſe. This pot, to which I returned with the greateſt 

regret, and which before appeared ſo barren and diſmal, 
all of a ſudden reiumed a new and 5 e 

: Having noticed, as I walked. along, the traces of a flock 

_ of elephants, which mu:t have pailed there Wat very day, 
nothing more was needful to banith all my uvealmets, 

and to conſole me for the delay 1 had undergone in my 

journey; we therefore pitched our tents in that very ſpot. 

I had among my hottentots a man who had travelled 
this length in his youth wich his horde and family „ who 
had not been many years moved from it. As he had 
likewiſe a general knowledge of the country, I made 

choice of him, with four chers; and having put my 

camp in order, we fet out all lix, carrying with us ſome 
proviſions z and following the traces of the elephants, 

which we never loſt ſight of even for a nioment: but | 1 
they led us onwards till night without diicoverin ig any if « 
thing. We then ſat down to ſupper very cheariully, | £ 

adviling one another not to think too much of the plea- ff © 
tures ot « our camp; an darin Hadiled a large. £ are, we | © 
ſtrerched f 
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Aretched ourſelves out around | 
5round. BT, 

While each of us b: ad affected to ſtimulate his FEY 
bours to courage and patience, we wers equally tor mented 
with fear and uncalinels ; not one of us got a very {ound 
ſleep; on the fmalleit breath of wind, or the leait making 
of a leaf, we got up to liſten, and began to make ready 
for our own preſe . Night pail ed on amidit theſe 
gentle alarms ; and at day: break 1 routed my fleepy com- 
panions by loud baw Aug little time was needful to dreſs 
them; and a glaſs ot ra ing liquor recruited their fpirits, 
and made them for get the h. arth method I had taken to 
awake them. We be at this ſecond day in great dejccliom; 
and we were not ſo ſucceistul as we were the firlt, This 
evening we repeated the ſame ceremonies as before, with 
this difference only, that being perhaps ſomewhat bolder, 
and even more contident, We expeRed that an uninter- 
rupted fleep would refre{h us a little from our fatigue, 
and ſer ve at leait to recruit us. But a very fudden alarm 
diſturbed us. Scarcely had my Hottentots been an hour 
aſleep, when a buff. lo, attracted. by the light, came up 
clote to us; but as this auimal dreads man, no 1voner - 
did he notice us, than he was terrified, and intantly fied. 


Its upon the bard cold | 


The noiſe he made in retreating precipitarely through the 


buihes, and the rattling of the branches, awaked us; upon 
which we all of us ſtarted up, and having f arched around : 
for an hour, firing our pieces by chance, we returned to 
our fire. The third day was ſtill more unfortunate: the 


| bittory of it I thall recount at greater length, as it tre- N 


quently recurs to my mind; and at this moment, as the 
fire of youth cools, it does not carry me into ſuch rath. 
undertakin ng, and has given place to more ſedate ideas: 
the recollection ot it til Alec me, and makes me trem- 
ble. | 

Still following the traces "of the animals Shou ever 
loling view of them, we came to a very large open part 
of the foreit, where. there were only a few thrubs, and 
ſome ſhort under wood. Having made a halt here, one 
of ur Hottentois got up a tree to get a better proſpect; 
and t! wowing his eyes every whete around him, he made a 
fignal to us to keep filence, by clapping his finger to his 
omen; and ligned wich his hand, bien he opened and 


hut 
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ſhut again ſeveral times, the number of e he ob- 
ſerved. When he came down we held a council; and 
goiag to the leefide of them, that we might get neut 
without being obſerved, he led me fo near through t the 


- buſhes, that we were quite clote to theſe enormous ani— 


+ mals, 1 almoſt touched them, I may ſay, and yet I did 
not ſee them; though I can fately aver that my eyes 
were not faſcinated by fear. In ſuch circumitances one 


muſt run great hazard, and be prepared for danger. 1 


ſtood upon a little height ju above the elephant. In 
_ vain did my bold Hottentot point it out with his finger; 


and twenty tines repeat, in an anxious and impatient . 


tone of voice, there i is. I ſaw nothing like it; for caſt- 
ing my eyes to a much greater ditance, I never dieam— 
ed that what I ſaw below me could be any thing but a 
rock, fince the maſs I ſaw was wholly motionlets. At 


5 length, however, a gentle movement drew my attention; 


and the head and tuiks of the anim: al, which ſcreened its 
enormous body, turned about towards me. Without Jo- 
ſing this opportunity, or ſpending my time in fine con- 
templations, 1 leaned my large fuſce on its pivot, and 
taking aim at the center of its forchead, diſcharged 
my piece, upon which it immediately Jropped 480 


dead; whilſt about thirty more of them, ſtartled by the 


reports fied on every (ide, Nothing could be more en- 


tertaining than to obſerve the motion of their huge ears, 


> * 


which flapped about in proportion to the ſwiftneſs wic! 
which they ran off: but this was only an introduction to 


a much more animated tranſaction. 


I was looking round upon them with great Fals kacion, 


when I fired my fuſee at one of them as it paſſed cloſe 

by us. By the excrements tinged with blood which fell 
from it, l ſuppoled chat it was d. ungeroulſl) wounded, 
and we began to follow it. One time it fell, then got 


up, then fell again but we were cloſe by its heels: and 
5 conitantly made it get up by the ſhots which we diſchar- 
_ gedatit. At the fourteenth ſhot, it turned round with 
great fury upon the Hottentot who had fired at it; 
____ whilſt another fired a fifteenth, which only tended to in- 
cCreaſe its rage; and as it advanced rapidly towards us, 
he exclaimed to us to be upon our guard. I was only 


= about ner five pared diltant from it; loaded with my 


bulge, 
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ſuſee, which weighed thirty pounds, beſides my ammu- 


nition: and I was in a more diiadvantageous ſituation 
than my people ; who, not having ventured fo far, could 


more readily eſcape the avenging trunk, and extricate 


themſelves trom the d anger. I therefore took to my 


heels: but the elephant, at every ſtep, gained ground 
upon me; ſo that, more like one dead chan alive, for 
only one of my people at that moment ran up to defend 


me, I had no other reſource but to lie down cloſe by the 
trunk of an old tree, which lay along on the ground. 
Scarcely had I got in to my Jurking place, when the ani- 
mal came up, leaped over the trunk of the tree, and, 
being much terrified with the noiſe of my people, whom 
he heard before him, he waited to liſten. From the ſpot 


where I lay, I could have very entily fired, as my fuſee 


very fortunately was loaded; but the animal had already 
got fo many thots without effect, and then ood in fo un- 
favourable a poſition, that, deſpairing to kill it by one 


ſhot, Ulay motionlets waiting my fate. I however watch- 
edit cloſely, reſolving to {ell my lie at a very dear rate, 


ſhould it attempt to come again towards me. My Hot- 


tentots, unealy for their malter, called to me from every . 


ſide; but 1 was very careful to give them no anſwer, 
Convinced by my lilence chat they had loſt their chief, 


they redoubled their cries, and were filled with the great- 
elt deſpair. The elephant, territicd, immediately turned 
about, and a ſ-cond ime jumped over the very tree, ſix 
pices under the tpot where I lay, without obſerving me; 


upon which getting up, 1 fired with impatience in m 
turn, and anxious to he mz Hottentots ſome ſigns of 
life, I diſcharged my fuſee in his hinder parts. The ele- 
phant then totally dilappeared ; leaving every where as it 
went along indul bitahle marks of the cruel ſituation to 
which it was reduced. 


But the picture 1 is not yet fr. ſhed ; fr ien and gra- 


titude require che laſt touch. Noble Man! ho poileiling 
a feeling heart, ihe time is now arrived when I mutt r. = ; 


to your memory that monument which J promiſed thee, 
Never can you comprehend with what pleaſure I fuibl 


this duty: may it do ſome honour to my travels, nay, e- 
ven ornament the relation of them. It will never reach N 
Jour ears in che boſom of Four peacciul deſerts : but 
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man, as one upon whoſe courage and fi 4-1 ity. -:coulc 
have dependance. He had expreisly criered hin never. 
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ſenſible you were once of my tears, and your fraternal 


arms have preiled me to your boſom. Whether alive or 


among the dead, till do I feel it. My remembrance 


will be preſerved longer and more nobly among thy ſa— 
vage hordes, than py empty trophies reared by the pride 


of man. I acknowledge mylelf und orthy of it, and I re- 
nounce it. But do thou, generous Kinas, young pupil 


of nature, whole virtuous mind was never tainted by our 


elegant inſtitations, retain always the remembrance of thy 
friend. It is to thee only that he Hill addreſſes his te irs 


and lis tender regret. 


As I lay frretched out by the trunk of an old tree, at 


the mercy of a ferocious animal, which with its wander- 
ing eye was in ſearch of me every where around; and 
V ich, had it turned towards me, might have killed me 
at once oa the fpor—it was at that moment my heart, 


throbbing with terror, was awake to the feelings of a 

tender rien oecaliined by one of that very race of 
people, of whom civili-ed nations never ſpeak but wi 5 
dilguſt or contempt; whom, ignorant of, they conſi! 


as atrocious beings, the mere retuſe of nature; in a $a 


by the opprobrious terms of an 4j/rican fa Vagey, a Caffe, 


a Hottenivt. 
Upon my leaving the Cape, Mr Boers gave me th 


to quit me, whether i ing or dead; prof lingo to reward 
3 


him nobly, if, upon my eturzüng to the Cape ound aud 
Late, 1 ſhould give a ſatisfactory te tmony as to Bis beha- 


viour. This was the man who nev-r left me for a mo- 


ment; and who; having obſerved me fuddenly diſappear, 
; harried to my aſſiſtance, though he ſearched for me in 
vain, I heard him calling on me through the buſhes 


wich a faint voice, which witnefled his an xt. tv; then ad- 
dreſs himſelf to my diſpirited and confou aded compa nions, 


who followed him at a little diitance, and reproach them 
with their timidity, when in d anger. What will be- 
% come of us?” jaid he, in his own expreſive and affec- 
ting language“ what will become of us, if we have the 


$6 5 to diſcover our unfortunute matter trodden 
* to death under the feet of the elephaut? Dare you ever 
« g back to the Cape without lara : ? How will you ap- 

| oY PEAT 
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0 pear before the fiſcal? Whatever excuſe you may make, 
you will be held as baſe aſſaſſins: it is you indeed who 


© have deftroyed him. Return to his camp; plunder and 
« ſcatter his effects; do whatever you pleaſe. For m 

« own part, I thall never leave this place: dead or alive 
« I muſt diſcover my unfortunate maſter; I have deter- 
« mined to perith along with him.” "Theſe words he ut- 


tered with ſighs and complaints fo affecting, that even in 
the moſt critical moment, I found the tears ſtart from my 


eyes, and the tendereſt feelings ſucceed to terror. The 


firing my fuſee was a ſignal of joy; and I found myſelf 


in a moment ſarrounded i oy my people, and in the arms 
of my dear Klaas, who preſſed me ſo cloſely that I could 


ſcarcely diſengage myſelf from him. This faithful youth 
kitſed my clothes and perſon in turns; while his compa- 
nions, with the greateſt ſorrow, and in a ſuppliant atti- 
tu de, ſtretched out their hands to me, as if to intreat my 
par don. I took care to comfort them; this ſcene was 
too highly gratifying to diſturb it by uſeleſs words or re- 
proaches. From that day, the moit fortunate in my 


life, in which J knew the pleaſure of being tenderly be- 


loved, and from no intereited motives, 1 confidered the 
worthy Klaas as my equal, my brother, and the partner 
of all my pleaſures, misfortunes, and ſecrets : he has of- 


tener than once quieted my uneaſy moments, and revi- 


ved my drooping courage. It he after this ſhewed any 
ſigns of weakneſs which were dangerous, and contrary 
to the good order I had eſtabliſhed among my people, 
this mark of his attachment gave him ſo much power o- 


ver me, that I never could allow mylelf to be harſh to- 
wards him, or even to diſquiet his mind. 


The annexed drawing of this brave and faithful. Hot- 
tentot, I took from nature; and the accurate and ſtriking | 
reſemblance here given of him was done under my in 


ſpection, and engraved from my own drawing. 


On the approach of night, we. haſtened towards . 


elephant which J had been ſo lucky as to kill with one 
ſhox + : and indeed nothing could have been more ſeaſona- 
ble ; for our preſence drove off ſome vultures, and ſeve- 


ral other ſmall carnivorous animals, which, without o 
ling time, had inſtantly begun to devour it. We kindled 
a great number of tires; and, as our Proviſions 5 to 


Vor. I. . run 
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run ſhort, my people cut a few ſteaks off from the ele- 
Phant, and prepared ſome fſlices for me of the trunk. 
This was the firſt time I had ever eaten ſuch food; and 
I firmly determined it ſhould not be the laſt, for i found 
it molt delicious. Klaas atlured me, that when I eat a 
little of the feet, I ſhould ſoon forget the trunk; and, in 
order to convince me, he promiſed me a molt delicious 
breakfaſt, which he inſtantly ordered to be got ready. 
The four feet of the animal were then cut off: a hole 
about three or four feet ſquare was made in the ground, 
and filled with live coals ; and the whole being covered. 
Over with dry w ood, a large fire was kept up in it during 
the greater part of the night. When the hole was ſuf⸗ 
ſiciently warm, every thing was taken out of it. Klaas 
then put in it the four feet of the animal, covering them 
cover with hot aſhes; afterwards with coals, and: icme 
ſmall bits of wood: and this fire was allowed to remain 
till day-light. All this night I only ſlept; for, agreeable 
to the orders given by Klaas, my people kept on watch. 
They told me that they had heard many buffaloes and 
elephants ranging around. This we looked for, as the 
whole foreſt was filled with them; but the number of our 
fires deterred them from coming to diſturb us. 
My people brought me at breakfaſt one of the ele- - 
phant? s feet; which was ſwelled ſo much by its being ba- 
ked, that I 3 ſcarcely diftinguill, its ſhape. It how- 
ever looked well, and had ſo 1weet a flavour that I was 
anxious to taſte it. I indeed found that it was food fit 
for a king. I had often heard bears feet boalted of; but 
1 could not underitand how an animal ſo heavy and 
cCoarſe as the elephant could produce ſuch tender and de- 
licate fleſh. #5 Never,” reaſoned I with my ſelf—“ ne- 
6 yer can our modern Luculli diſplay upon their tables 
9a diſh equal to this which I now enjoy. In.vain with 
86 their riches do they alter and reverſe the ſenſons; in 
4 yain do they boaſt of laying all other nations under 
contribution: their luxury has never yet attained to 
this gratification ; bounds are preſcribed to their ſen- 
4“ ſuality.” And I eat up without any bread my ele- 
Pbant's foot; while my Hottertots, litting near me, re- 
galed themſelves with other parts, which they conſidered 
as no leſs excellent. = 1 Hel particulars may ſeem child- 


iſh, 
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ith, or at leaſt of no moment, to a great many readers; 
but it is needtul to mention every thing, ſince ſo many 
ridiculous and abſurd notions have hitherto been indul- 
ged as to this ſingular ny which I was now travel- 
ling through. | | 
The remainder of the morning we employed 3 in extrac- 
ting its tuſks; as it was a female, they did not weigh 
more than twenty pounds: the animal herſelf was eight 
feet three inches high. My people then loaded them- 
ſelves with all the proviſions they could carry, and we 
proceeded on our way back to the camp. We at firit 
propoſed to follow the one we had left alive, and which 
had been wounded fo ſeverely ; but fo many had arrived 
during the night, that their traces were entirely blended : 
we were, beſides, ſo worn out, that being afraid leſt L 


ſhould diſconrage theſe poor people, I determined to lead. 
them back as quickly as I could. 


; 
The Hottentots have the faculty of ſeeing in 1 the moſt 1 
exquiſite degree; and this advantage is aided by a very 0 
wonderful attention. Upon the hardeſt ground, where, 10 
notwichſtanding its weight, che elephant leaves no traces 0 


perceptible LO a common eye, amidit withered leaves ſcat- | 
tered and driven up and down by the wind, the African 3 
can trace the prints of this antmai's feet: be ſees the path OF 
it has followed, and that which he muſt purine to come Us 
up with it. A green leaf turped up or torn off, a bud 
deſtroyed, the manner in which a ſmall branch is bro- 1 
ken off, and a thouſand trifling eircumſtances, are to him 1 
unqueſtionable marks, whilit che mott expert European 
hunter would loſe every trace. For my own part, I 5 
could diſcover nothing; though I had ſpent much tine 
and attention upon this divining part of one of the moſt _ 6 


pleaſant kinds of hunting. I acknowledge that I was ſo 60 
fond of it, that 1 did not diſdain to enter into the minu- \ 
tic of it. I got inſtruction more and more every day; 1 

and, when I ranged the woods with my people, I ſpent 
whole days i in aſking queſtions ; and had ſometimes op— Nt | 

| Por tunities of rar III/ e into immediate proce 55 1 
tice. = 1 


Upon our return to the camp, my 01d eee in- 
5 Candies me that, during my ablence, he had been diitur- 
5 bed every night by flocks of elephants, which had come 
N : L 2 fe i 
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ſo near that they heard them break off the branches of 


the trees, and feed on the leaves. I made a journey 


through the foreſt ; and I indeed ſaw a great many young 
trees broken, branches aſpen of their leaves, and young 


ſhoots eaten away. 
This was ſufficient to tempt me again to take the field; 


eſpecially as my people had gotten ſufficient time to re— 
| poſe. I however rather inclined to go and jurpriſe theſe _ 


animals in the day time, than to wait for them in my 


tent during the night. In the morning, ther ctore, I ſet 
out; but was forced to wander to a great diſtance. . 


From the top of a height, at the edge of the wood, I 


perceived four in ſome very thick buſhes : and being care- 
ful to get to the leeward of them, I approached them 
with gre: at precaution ; ſurveying them with much ſatis- 
faction for half an hour, . hile they were eating the tops 

of the branches. Before they catched them in their 


mouths, they beat them three or four times with their 


| trunks; in order, as I ſuppoſe, to ſhake off the ants and 
cther inſects. After this proceſe, they always graſped 

With their trunks all the branches they could entwine; 
and, conducting them to their mouths alw ays on the left 
Bide; ſwallowed them without much chewing. I obſer- 
ved that they preferred thoſe branches which were beſt 
ſupplied with leaves; and that they were, beſides, ex- 
cefſivily fond of a yellow ſruit, when it was ries which | 
in this country they call a cherry. _ 
Having ſufficiently examined their mode of Geding,) * 
fired at the head of the one next me, which I killed; and 
in leſs than ten minutes I in the ſame manner extended 


the whole three on the ground“. 


We ſuppoſed that there were no more: but a great 
noiſe near us having cauſed us turn about, one of my 
Hlottentots, who diſcovered a ſmall elephant, killed it. 
I was very much vexed with his raſhneſs, and reprimand- 
ed him ſeverely. As this animal was not bigger than a 
_ calf of five or fix mouths old, I might very all have 
tamed it. 


PR 


TEES. When the 1 are in focks and 3 if thi firſt that 
Js fired at falls, one may be ſure of killing all the reſt, one after 
the other, I ſhall ay ſomething of this ſingularity hereafter, 


ea. 


"ME 
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One of the four I had killed, was a young male ſever, 
feet one inch high. The tuiks weighed only about tit- 


teen pounds each. 
'Phe largeit of the others; which were all N was 


4415 eight feet five inches 3 and their talks, did not ge- 


5 
nerally exceed fifteen poun.ls each. 


A lingular circumitance which aſtoniſhed Tak me and 
my Hattentots, who proteſted to me they had never be- 


fore ſeen it and which naturaliſts, according to their 


laudable cuſtom of admitting as certain and invariable 
principles only what they find related in books, and by 
thoſe who travel in their cloſets, will pr obably doubl— 


is, that the female, which we conjectured to be the mo- 


ther of the young male, had only o e teat, placed in the 


f middle of her breait. It was full of milk, tome of which 
& 3 preiled out into my hand, and found it remark: ably 


ſweet ;z but the taſte of it was very far from agreeable : 
this milk proceeded from eight. ſmall orifices, very per- 


ceptible and diſtinct. The reſt had two dugs, lituated 
generally under the breaſt, of the ſame ape as thoſe of 
women; and of ſuch a ſize, that more than one lad y of 
ple cafure who has loſt a little of her plumpneſs, might. | 


have envied this charm in the female elephants. 
Che vont male elephant winch my halty Hottentot 


Filled, had no taſks: and when I opened its lips a little, 
at the place from which they ſhould have g grown Job- 


ſerved only a mall white knob, of the ſize of a ſwan ſhot: 
the fleſh was extremely delicate. In one of the females 

expected to diſcover a fœtus, but was miitaken, I 
found their ſtomachs ſtuffed with a very limpid liquor, 


ſome of which my people drank, and which I alfo had 


the curioſity to put to my mouth; but it was fo diſtoree- 
able and nauſeous, that to overcome the taſte of it, and 


to refreſh myſelf, I went and drank from a ſpring which 
happened to be at the diſtance of a quarter of a league | 


from the place where we were at the time. 


| Leaving my people buſily employed in cutting up 8 
elephants, when I returned from the ſpring, about half 


an hour after, I was much ſurpriſed to ſee no body, 1 
could not underſtand what had obliged them to leave 


their work; nor could I divine the cauſe of this ſudden 


deſertion. Beginning to roar out as loudly as I could, 
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in order to bring them back, provided they ſhould be 


near enough to hear me, I was much ſurprited on ſeeing 
them all four jump out of the elephant's belly, into whicl: 
they had entered to detach the interior fibres: thele, be- 
ide the feet and the trunk, are the moſt delicate pieces. 


Iͤ ſent off my fifth Hottentot to deſire Swanepoel to 


ſend me a yoke of oxen and a chain. As we had cut off 


the four heads when they arrived, we began by putting 
the chain through them; but it needed no little art and 


addreſs to make the oxen come near, and to yoke them 


to the chain. They ſnorted molt violently, turned away 


their noſtrils, and ſtarted back with horror. By ſtrata- 
gem, however, we were able to bring them back; and 
they were faltened to the tour heads, which they dragged 
to my tent, acrots ſands, duit, and buthes ſprinkled with 


their blood: a horrid fight no doubt, but (till a neceſſary 
one; as the roads were ſo bad that a waggon could ne- 


ver have been carried to the place. But the caſe was {til 


worſe, when, being anxious to return to the elephants, 


near which I had leſt a part of my people, I could not 


get my horſe to paſs thoſe places which were [tained with 


their blood. I was forced to take another road; and 


when we approached the elephants, as ſoon as he ſaw and 
felt the ſmell of them, he capered and kicked ſo violent- 
' Jy, that he threw me off; and making of full gallop, by 


a very long circuit returned to the camp in a hurry. 

I am now again about to mention one of thoſe mo- 
ments which do not occur twice in life. With what 
feelings is my ſoul agitated ! 1 ſhall hate pleaſure, and 
all its inventions. One mult be a different being to com- 


bine ſo many ideas and various opinions. He who now 
| feels them cannot ſupport them; he is agitated, oppreſſ- 
ed, and overcome by them. As I was obliged to re- 


turn on foot, 1 obſerved through the trees à ſtrange 
Hottentot riding on horfe-back, taking the ſhorteſt road 


to come up with me. Having ſtopped to wait for him, | 


1 ſound that he was a meflenger ſent expreſs by Mr Bo- 
ers. He had been ordered to enquire concerning me 


in every part of the colonies through which I might have 
paſſed z and to follow the traces he found of me, when, 


teaving the known roads, I ſhould enter the more diltant 


country. LT his man had executed his commiſſion faith- 


at 
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folly 3 0 directed by the ruts of my wheels, had been 


at all my different encampments, till he tound me in my 
preſent one. 


Previous to my leaving the Cape, Mr Boers had pro- 


miſed that if he got any letters for me from Europe,“ 
while I was abſent, whatever road I might take, or 
wherever I might be, he would be careful to ſend them 


to me. This reſpectable friend was asgood as his word; 
and in the packet which his Hottentot g gave me, 1 found 


ſeveral which bad the French ſtamp. As theſe were the 
firſt accounts 1 had got from Europe fince I left it, it 
- would not be eaſy to deſcribe with what impatience and 
azitation I took them ircm the meſſenger, Ignorant of 
u hat was to be learned from them, I had ſcarcely ſtrength 


ſuſlicieut to open them; and it may be eaſily conjectured 
that I did not wait till my return to the camp, to ſatiofy 


mytclf on this ſubj« Ct. They were all from my deareſt 
ſriends, and my wife; my eyes ran over them more 


quickly than lizhtning : but I every where found reaſon 
to be happy 3 tor I obſerved that I was beloved and re- 
greited. | The tendereft friendſhip came to ſeek me in the 


midſt of my deferts, and to overwhelm my heart with its 
delights. I neither could ſpeak, ſigh, nor weep—I could 


only continue in the ſpot where I was, ready to die with 


joy; but I recovered my ſentes by degrees, and returned 
to my camp. 


Theſe firit tr anſperts! having ſubſided, 1 ſhut my elf up 


in my tent; and giving free vent to my tears, which 


gave me ſome relief, I immediately procceded to write 


anſwers to thele letters: 1 dated mine from he camp of 
Autenigua, the day on which I had tilled four elephants. 


One of theſe letters, in which were ſome intereſting nar- 


rations, addrefled to a literary friend, was handed about 


ridiculouſly ſome yoars ago through Paris: : and was af- 
terwards loſt. 1 mentivned there {ſeveral diſcoveries which 


oppole opinions hitherto received; and of which I thall 


give an account in my deſcription of animals. 


When my camp was put in order at night, and all the 
fires kindled, I ſet myſelf, as uſual, with my papers be- 


fore me upon a piece of plank, white my Hottentots fat 
round about me.—* My friends,” ſaid I, “ you fee one 
* of your CORNLTFmeD) whom Mr Boers has ſent 25 en- 

« your 
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ec quire in what ſituation | am; and to know whether 
« your behaviour be agreeable to what he expects Rom 
& you, and to your duty towards me. Obterve, added 
« T], ſhewing them the firit letter on which J put my 
hand- 
« and in which I tell him that you have hitherto behaved 
e like honeſt and brave fellows z and that, during the 
c eight months we have been travelling in company, I 
„have conſidered you as the faithful companions of my 
4 un .dertaking and labours. I tell him that he needs not 


———— obſerve the anſwer which I have written; 


&« be anxious on my account, as I have the ſame-confi- 
& dence in you as in myſelf; and that Mr Boers's meſ- 


e ſenger, when he returns to the Cape, may be able to 
„„ aſſave your friends and families that you are all well, 
6 and that you are contented and happy, I with him to 

«he a witneſs himſelf of the friendly manner in which J 


& treat you; and for this reaſon I mall give each of you 


-& an excellent roll of tobacco: I hope, therefore, that all 


& your pipes will he lighted 1mmed; l — When | had 


_ diltribntec the tobacco, every man retired to his place, 


and ſmoked away at his eaſe. 
I was fo overcome with the teſtimonie 8 of afeRion 


which I. got from my relations and iriends, with there 
ſincere proteſtatious of regar d, and wich the accurate in- 


formation which they all gave me in then communications 


that, intoxicated with pleaſure, and lurgetting Africa, my 


hunting excurſions, my moſt beautiful bir 5, and my e- 


| legant collections, and in a word for that inſtant becom- 
ing a child, I planned in order to amule me what certain 


ranks of men would call a / Aal and thoſe of an infe- 


| rior rank a farce. 


I had diltributed my wwhacgo too freely ; and my peo- 


© ple had gotten more than was enough to intoxicate them, 


had I ſuffered them to ule it as they ple: ted : but J 
thought of a method to hinder them. Remarking that 


the third pipe was drawing to an end, the moment 1 had 


drank my tea I detired a imall box to be brought to me, 


wich I ſet upon my knees. 1 opened it, and never did 
any empiric ſhew more my tterious cunning ; I took from 
it that noble and harmonious mitrument unknown pro- 


bably at Paris, but very common in ſome of the provin- 


tes, and which i 18 to be leea 1 in dhe hands of almoſt every 


Scarcely 
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199551 boy and of the vulgar—in one word, a Jew? s harp, 
Scarcely had I begun one of thoſe airs which are played 
on the Pont Neuf, when 1 ſaw all around me with the 
utmoſt filence laying down their pipes, and ſtaring at me 
with their mouths wide open, their arms half extended, 
and their fingers ſpread, in the attitude ef thoſe peaple 
whom ſome old women has bewitched. With their ears 
open, and their heads mationleſs, and rechning to one 
ſide, unwilling to loſe the leaſt note of the inſtrument z 
till, no longer able to reſtrain their enthuſiaſm, each in- 
ſenſibly left his place, to enjoy the pleaſure nearer, I 
expected every moment to fee them altogether proſtrate 
themtelves before the god who performed this wonder; 
whilil 1 could ſcarcely keep from getting out into a fit of _ 
laughter, which ſoon would have done away the whole 
charm. When I had finitied, 1 laid hold of the per- 
ſon who was next me, and put the wondertul inſtru⸗ 
ment into his hands: I found it very hard to make him 
underſtand the method of uling it; but having at length 
done it ſome how or other, I ſent him back again to his 
place. As I much quelioned whether the reit would be 
pleated if they had not one each, I diſtributed as many 
Jews' harps as there were Hottentots; and being all ga- 
thered together, ſome performing pretty well, others bad- 
ly, and ſome wretchedly, they regaled me with a concert 
which might have frightened che very Furies. Even my 
very oxen, diſturbed by cheir horrid bumming, began to 
bellow out ; and ſuddenly my camp became ſuch a ſcene 
of noiſe and riot as was perhaps never ſeen. In 92 
part of it the true picture of a holiday was ſeen. 
By their ſtupid air when J myſelf tried the foolifh in⸗ 


ſtrument, I was convinced that fimple minds may be 


ſtruck with aſtoniſhment by equally ſimple means; and 
notwithitanding all which hiſtory mentions of the great. - 


talents of Orpheus, and of the miracles performed by his 


muſic, I am always ready to allow much honour to thoſe 
poets who have celebrated this melodious ly re, which their : 
imagination only has conſecrated, 

Being ſufficiently ſatisfied wita the melody 7 mine, 
and apprehenſive that theſe pleaſantries might be turned 
into very ſerious alarms; and that my oxen, Which had 
not yet entirely forgotten the elephants heads might ab- 
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ſolutely be frightened, and run off; I gave a ſignal with 
my band that 1 had ſomething more to mention, and im- 
mediately the noiſe ceaſed, ** My dear friends,“ ſaid ! 
in a ſimple and endearing tone, © I have refreſhed you, 
e with the belt tobacco you ever taſted ; I have made you 
6. acquainted with an aſtonithing inſtrument: we are nov 
going to conclude this deligbtful entertainment with a 
few bumbers ot the beſt French brandy; and we {hall 
drink the health of our friends and e . 
Ihis, as I have mentioned, was really a holiday; and, 
even to the domeſtic animais, every one mult thare in the 
general frolic, and act a part in our orgies. Kees was at 
this moment cloſe at my ſide; a place which he was re- 
markably fond of, and which he never failed to aſſume 
every evening. Educated like a child of the famiiy, I 
had almoſt fpoiled him; for I never eat or drank a mor- 
fel without giving him part of it. If 1 happened to for- 
get him at a time, as he was a determined enemy to my 
_ abſence of thought, he took great pains to awaken me 
from my reveries by patting my hand, or ſmacking his lips, 
I have already mentioned that he was extraordinary glut- 
 tonous; his temperament led him to extremes: tor he 
was as fond of milk, as of ſtrong liquors. I never 
gave him any of the latter but upon a plate, which! 
commonly ordered to be placed before him; as I remark- 
ed that every time he had drank it from a glaſs, his bur- 
ry made him take as much by the noſe as by the mouth, 
ſo that he coughed and ſneezed for hours after, which in— 
commoded him very much, and might have at length 
occaſioned his breaking ſome blood vellel. 

At this time he was on the ground cloſe beſide me, 
waiting till his allowance ſhould be ſerved up to him; and 
following with his eyes che bottle as it patſed round, and 

Which ſtopped at each of my Hottentots. How impiti 
ently did he wait for his turn! How forcibly did he er 

Preis by his motions and looks that he dreaded the brandy 

bottle would be e too ſoon, and would not come 

his length! But, alas! the unlucky animal, while licking 
his lips by anticipation, little thought that he was a = 

to taite it for the laſt time. But de not afraid, tend 

hearted reader! My worthy Kees did not Low ib, and n 
ſpirits were ſaved in future. 


1 bal 
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I had juſt finiſhed my diſpatches, and incloſed them in 


their outer cover, when he faw with ſatisfaction that the 


bottle had gone round, it came into my head to diſappoint 


him by a trick, without any other intention than to ſur- 
priſe him, and to entertain myſelf. His modicum had 
been juſt poured into the plate; and, whilſt he was about 
to taite it, I lighted at my candle a flip of paper, which 


A conveyed unobſerved under his belly: the brandy im- : 


mediately took fire; Kees gave a ſhrill cry, and leaped 


to the diſtance of ten paces from me. I endeavoured to 


recal him, by offering him a thouſand carefles ; but, fol- 


lowing the dictates of his own paſſion and anger, he in- 
ſtantly diſappeared, and went to reſt, Night being now 


pretty far ſpent, I had the compliments and thanks of my 
people; and we all had a very ſound ſleep. 
J muſt obſerve that, after this terrible fright 1 into w hl 


poor Kees was thrown, all the means J could uſe to make 


the animal forget what had paſſed, and to bring him back 


to his favourite liquor, were quite fruitleſs. He never 


would tafte a drop of it; on the contrary, he appeared 
to have conceived an, implacable averſion to it. W. hen 


any of my people, tor their diverſion only, preſented the 


bottle to him, he muttered between his teeth: and ſome— 


times when within his reach he would give it a blow; 


and, immediately climbing a tree, there i c his diſplea- 
ure! in perfect ſecurity. 

After having properly rew arded Mr Boer's intelligent 
commiſſioner, next day, I delivered my diſpatches to Hint 
and ordered him to ſet out on his return. 

I began in the mornivg to diffect the head of one of 
the elephants, in which 's Jeſt the grinders and the tuſks. 


In the mean time, ſeveral of my people, who bad gone 


to procure proviſions, brought back plenty of fleſh, being 


ſome cf the moit ſucculert parts of the four elephants, 
which they cut into very long and thin flices, in order 
that, being expoſed. to the jun according to our uſual | 
cuilom, they night dry ſccner. Some broke the bones 
into ſmall pieces, and put them in our two kettles ; after 
winch they threw boiling water upon them: in propor- 


tion as the greaſe melted, it floated on the ſurface; and 


being collected, it was put into bladders, and, the better - 


to Preſerve it, lome ol ihe ntellines. H Pottentot never 
| omits 
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_ omits to make this proviſion ; : ſor, beſides what he daily 
uſes at his toilette, he employs 1 it alle in cook ag difterent 

_ diſhes. As for us, we never cf uld find too much ot it, 
as we were forced to greaſe 15 wheels and traces of dur 
Waggons; which, without this precaution, would have on 
been ſo much dried by the tun as to be ungt tor uſe. I 

_ uſed it myſelf for candles and for my night lamp, .which 

_ conſumed a great quantitx: for want ol {pun cotton 1 
made wicks of my neckeloths. 
10 prepare this fat took up a confiderable part our 
time; and the operation was not quite finiſhed, when 
ſome of my people came to tell me that they had obſer- 
ved, at about a hundred paces from my tent, an enor- 
8 mous print of an elephant's foot. As the traces were 
quite freſh, a concluded this monſtrous animal could not 
be at a great diſtance; and immediately went in ſearch 
of it. We ranged the foreſt with great care; and having 
come up with it after half an hour, I took aim at it in 
the proper place: but I was much ſurpriſed that it did 
not fall: my fuſee, in all probability, had not been ſuffi. 
ciently loaded, or the animal was an impenetrable rock. 
When it found itſelf wounded, however, it ruſhed to- 
wards us with great fury, as we were expecting ; but the 
bulhes being thick, and ſerving as a kind of rampart to 
us, it could do nothing elſe than ſtamp the earth, and ſhew 
its rage in vain, It loſt a great deal of blood; but it ap- 
peared, from the ſwiftneſs with w hich it fled, chat it would 
not avail any thing to purſue it. I was extremely forry 
far this diſappointment, as it was the largeſt I had ever 
before ſeen, It was at leait thirteen feet high; and, to 
judge by the eye, the weight of its tuſks could not have 
been lefs than an hundred and twenty pounds each. _ 
Our proviſions being thoroughly packed and dried up, 

We departed, in order to return once more towards the 


fatal Kayman's Hole, where 1 had paſſed on the zoth of 


April, two months before. My Hottentots, whom: I 
had ſent to reconnoitre, having informed. me that we 
could crofs the chain of mountains at one called the De- 
 wil's Head, we purſued our courſe that way, and this af- 
forded me an. opportunity of again viſiting the place of 
my eee at t Pampocu-Kraal, upon which I once 
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more caſt a look of regret, —-On our arrival at the bottom 


of the mountain, I ordered the elephant's head I had diſ- 


ſected, its tuſks, and all my preſerved birds and inſects, 
to be put upon one of the carriages; and again leaving 


my camp to the care of my faithful ſervants, repaired 


with my waggon to the houſe of Mr Mulder; for, as I 
was obliged to return in order to find a paſſage, I had 


approached very near to his habitation. Having enga- 


ged to tranſmit my packet and freſh letters to Mr Boers g 
by the firſt opportunity, I at length took leave of this reſ- 
pectable family, whom 1 was never _ to ”_y and went | 


back to my camp. 


Very early next morning, we aſcended the mountain z © 
though not without much difficulty and fatigue. But 5 
this was nothing in compariſon of what we experienced 
in deſcending on the other ſide: the ſight of it indeed 
terrified me. As ſoon as we obſerved it, we all looked 
at one another without uttering a ſingle ſyllable, as peo- 
ple ſuddenly caught in a ſnare: we could not however 
continue on the top; and it was neceſſary that we ſhould 
deſcend either on the one ſide or the other. If we eſca- 
ped from Charybdis, we were ſill expoſed to the danger 


of falling into Scylla. Always perſuaded that patience 


and precaution will overcome the greateſt obſtacles, I 
could not think that this enterpriſe would be more diffi- 
cult for my caravan, than the paſſage of the Alps had 


formerly been to great armies; and L inſtantly prepared, 


as one may ſay, for taking this dangerous leap. I was 
careful to make my carriages deſcend one after the other; 
and that they ſhould be each drawn by no more than tWũ o ũ 
oxen. I cauſed the firſt to advance in good order, at- 
tended by all my people: but we were forced to paſs o- 
ver pointed rocks, detached one from the other; which, 
forming ſo many high iteps, gave the waggon ſuch jolts, 
as almot broke it to pieces. This however was not what 
ſeemed to us to be molt dangerous; for, by the help of 
ropes affixed to the wheels, we raiſed them up, or ſuffer- 
ed them to roll, as occaſion required: it was the plain 
places, and the lippery declivities, that made us ſhudder, 
At every moment I thought I ſaw the carriage and the 
oxen hurried to che brink of the Preeipiee ; while, on the 
Vor. nn s | fo ſide 
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fide oppoſite to the declivities, we pulled with all our 
might the ropes faſtened to the waggon. Our addreſs 
being crowned with complete ſuccels, we aſcended to 
bring down the other two carriages z - and, after a conſt. 
derable time, the whole caravan got aſs to the foot of 
the mountain. To me it appeared that Nature had op- 
poſed this barrier, as an obltacle to prevent me from en- 
tering on this new country; and that it was here ſhe had 
concealed her molt beautiful treaſures ; on this account 
I had been ſo much the more incited to overcome every 
thing that was in my way. I knew that this route from 
Auteniqua to the Ange-Kloof was looked upon by the 
natives as impracticable; and that no perſon before me 
had ever attempted it with carriages. Nothing more 
was neceſſary to pique my vanity ; and I was fortunate 
enough to paſs theſe rocks: but, as if it had been necel- - 
- ary that punitament ſhould inſtantly follow ſuch a rath 
attempt, I found myſelf | in a x molt dreadful and gloomy : 
deſert. | 


This was no Jong the be envi and fertile country of 


= Auteniqua: the mountain which we had croſſed, or ra- 
ther from which we had precipitated ourſelves, ſormed 
a wall of ſeparation between us and it for ever. No lon- 
ger did it preſent thoſe majeſtic foreſts which we had ſo 
long admired); for the whole back part of the chain was 
hideous and barren. deſtitute of trees, and without the. 
ſmalleſt appearance of verdure. Another chain, parallel 
to this, ſeemed involuntarily to bear ſome paltry woods, 

- which had ſome reſemblance to that called I/aze-Boom. 

N This wood, by incloſing the country, and leaving only 
one fiſſure, has made the name of Ange- Klo, be ha to 
; this long valley. _ 

It being my intention to Aireck my courſe aorhinards, 
I continued my journey for ſeven hours, keeping along 
| that curſed valley; ; and we again croſſed the Queur- 
Boom, which is but a moderate ſtream here; whereas 
two months preceding it had made me tremble, when, to 
ſearch for my bald buzzard, I threw myſelf into it at its 

mouth too precipitately, and narrowly eſcaped being 

__ drowned. Purſuing our melancholy route, after ſeveral 
| encampments no lets tedious, and a march of twenty.two 


hours, 
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hours, I crofſed another river, very july named Hrom- 


 Rivier, or the Crooked River. It formed ſuch a num- 
ber of turns and windings, that we conſtantly found it in 
our way: I crofled it ten times. In proportion as we 


proceeded, the two chains of mountains feemed to ap- 


. proach each other on purpoſe, and the country to become 
conſiderably narrower. The valley was now only a 
marſhy hollow; which, for full fix leagues, occaſioned „ 


O 
great fatigue to my oxen. Once more we had a ſight of 


the Arom- Rivier 3 but this was for the laſt time: it took 


its courſe towards the eaſt, where it throws itſelf into 


the ſea; and we at length turned altogether towards the 
north. Here I left one of my horſes that was ſick, and 
which could not follow us; as I was not willing to wait 


in hope of à cure, which probably might not ſucceed, I 


thought it would be much better to leave bim to the care 


of nature for his preſervation. 


There are a few wretched houſes along the Ange 5 | 
| Kloof, which reſemble the dens of wild beaſts more than 
the habitations of men, The inhabitants breed very fer 


cattle. When the eait wind blows acroſs this wild conn- 


try, it is extremely cold: I was ſenſible of it from the 
very firſt to the lat day. We had ice and white froſts 
every morning. I do not exactly know the le ength of this 
dilmal valley; bu: I am certain that it took Forty fix 
hours to go through it. 


O 


Having advanced ſeven or cake „agnes F coiled. 
Diep-Rivier, the Deep River; and ten leagues farther, 
we encamped upon the borders of that of Gamtoos on the 


nth of AngMk. It takes its name from an unlucky cap- 
tain who in a ſtorm was ſhipwrecked near its mouth, 
About half an hour before our arrival here, we were 


forced to deſcend another very ſteep and dangerous 
mountain, by which the bellies of two of my oxen burlt, 

ſo that their bowels came out. This loſs was occaſioned 
by the perſon who conducted my ſecond Wagons and 

who had imprudently quitted it. 

Ihe delightful appearance of this new country md 
us ample amends for the melancholy moments we had 
ſeveral days experienced, amidſt the deteſtable roads and : 


the 1 ice of the "one of the Ange- Kloof. 
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Towards the middle of the firſt night, I encamped, 


but before 1 had fallen alleep in my tent, I thought I 
| heard an unuſual noiſe: and liſtening with attention, 


= found that I was not deceived ; for I conld diſtinguiſh the 
ſound of ſinging and ſhouting, which ſeemed to proceed 


from no great diſtance. 1 inſtantly called my people, 
who told me that they alſo heard a confuſed noxe ; but 
we knew not whether it was Hottentots or Caffres that 


oOccaſioned it. I had great reaſon to be afraid of the latter; 
not that they thirſt more after human blood, as ignorant 
writers have ſaid; but becauſe the cruel manner in which 
they are treated by. the planters, incites them more to 


war, and becauſe the right of avenging injuries is natu- 


tural to man. I ſhall ſoon relate ſeveral facts, which 
will prove, better than vain reaſonings, whether an Euro- 


: Pean or a ſavage is the moſt barbarous. 


As it was very probable that I would be e | 
: among the victims of their vengeance, I ordered all my 


people to be under arms, and we removed to ſome diſ- 
tance from our camp. The farther we marched, the 


ſound became more diftin@ ; and we perceived ſome fires. 
I could not however perſuade myſelf that they were 
Caffres; for they would have betrayed themſelves: cun- 
ning in vain borrows the darkneſs of night, it mult. ** 
borrow its ſilence. 


After having placed myſelf i in ambulk;” that I might 


| Ws able to ſurpriſe them, in caſe they ſhould paſs that 
| way to plunder my camp, I diſpatched two of my peo- 
ple to take a nearer view of them; who inſtantly return- 


ed to inform me that we had been alarmed without any 
_ cauſe; and that they were only a horde of Hottentots, 
who were ſinging and making merry. This information 


delivered me from my unealineſs, and I was even hap- 
pPy in my adventure, which appeared to promiſe a very 
intereſting interview next morning. We therefore retur- 


| — to our camp, and ſlept very ſoundly. 


1 was again awakened early in the morning by a Ging- 


ing, which afforded me no ſmall pleaſure. It proceeded 
from birds which I did not know, and which I had never 


before heard. I found them moſt beautiful. I was daz- 


led by the brilliant and variable plumage of the copper- 


coloured ſtarling, the mee throat of the 


certbis 


480 90 all, ] ſaw numberleſs flocks of pheaſants, and a 
1 had never ſeen ſo great abundance any where, Gl ed me 
with the mmoſlt joy. 

my Hottentots liberty to go and pay a viſit to their coun- 


trymen. A. thort time made up an acquaintance with 


ry evening a large quantity of milk was brought to us by 


and a few knives. All my people inſinuated themſelves 


Þi ppopotami, or river horſes, might be mer with, none 
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ecrthia flaveola“, the couroucoucou+, the king's hunter, 

and of a great many others: I likewiſe pe recived deveral 

ſpecies which I had never ſeen before. 
Game ſeemed to me to be very plenty in this place. 


few of thoſe antelcpes named boſbock, paſs before me. 
The facility I found in getting all theſe animals, of which 


Whilſt amuſing myſelf with bring at the birds, I gave 


this ſavage horde; I myſelf in my turn went up to them, 
and we were ſoon both ſatisfied with one another. Eve- 


their women; for theie people were very rich in cattle, 
They made me a preſent of a few theep, to which they 
added an excellent pair of oxen for my carriages; and 
being unwilling to remain their debtor, I gave "them in 
return ſome earthen ware, a ſmall quantity of tobacco, 


inſenlibly into the kraal; each then had his doxy, and 
the female ſquadron came and eſtabliſhed themſelves a- 


mong us while we remained in this place. N 


T was informed that at the mouth of this river ne 


of which I had ever ſzen. Being only five or fix miles 
diſtant from the ſea, an. d on that account had it in my 
power, perhaps, to get acquainted for the firſt time with 
this ſpecies of quadraped, I ſet out with the utmoit of 
ſpeed. The river however was ſo broad, and its banks _—_ 
were ſo encumbered with large trees, that my labour and 
reſearches were fruitleis. I ipent whole days in walking 9 
along its ſhores; and in the night time 1 placed my elf 1 
on the watch, hoping to ſee ſome of them come forth _ 
from the water to feed; but I never had even n that much 

ſatisfaRion. | . 5 | 


> 


ln the original fucrier. r called alſo by Bri fon 8 oy 7 : 


Sir Hans Sloan, in his Natural Hiſtory of Jamaica, toe bach 40 els. 
tsw' bird. 


1 Carucui, a Brafilian bird. Tropon Lbs: & 5, 8 
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To make me amends, elephants and buffaloes, efpeci. | 
ally the latter, were ſo common, and eaſy to be killed, 
that we got more proviſions than we could make uſe of. 
I ſupplied the former huſbands of our women with great 
| abundance : being better armed than they, I hunted ſole- 
ly for them; ſo that I obliged them in every poſſible 


138 


manner. Thus, amidſt the deſerts of Africa, I introdu- 


ced the cuſtoms and polite manners of the moſt poliſhed 
nations of Europe. I mult here obſerve, that if ſome 


hiſtorians have ſaid that the Hottentots are of a jealous 
___ diſpoſition, thoſe whom we met with were not ſuſcepti- 


ble of that cruel paſhon. Had I afterwards met with 
any hordes ſubject to it, I ſhould have mentioned this 
| circumſtance with the ſame veracity. _ 
My engaging behaviour had ſecured me the friendſhip: 
and confidence of theſe honeſt ſavages ; and they enter- 
| tained ſo high an idea of me, that they never undertook _ 
any thing without conſulting me. Having one day come 
to complain that the hyznas of the country ravaged and 
deſtroyed their flocks, I was more inclined to credit what 
they ſaid, as one of my oxen had juſt been devoured by 
the ſame animals. Delighted with having an opportuni- 
ty of hunting theſe ferocious beaſts along with them, I 
appointed next day for our excurſion ; and they arrived 
at my camp early in the morning, to the number of about 
an hundred men, all well armed with bows and arrows. 
To theſe J added all my hunters ; and, putting myſelf at 
their head, we beat the whole country round with our 
dogs. With ſuch a number of people I expected to make 
a general ſlaughter among theſe deſtructive animals; but 


three ſhots which we fired, and which killed three of 


them, had apparently diſperſed all the reſt. After this 
we ſaw none of them; for the noiſe had ſo terrified them, 
that, from that moment till the time of our departure, 


we heard no more of che hyænas chan if they had never 


OS exiſted. | 
We had an alarm ſome days aſter, which might have 
= ome ſerious. In the middle of the night we were all 
in an inſtant awakened by a dreadful noiſe, proceedin 
from a troop of elephants, which in paſſing us ac 
| bruſhed againſt our camp: they might be about an hun- 
dred in number, On this oecalion I was filled with ſuch 
F | | terrible 
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ernie apprehenſions, which. my people hared along 


with me, that we did not think proper to attack this for- = 


midable battalion, nor to diſpute their paſſage. Had we 
made an attempt, my camp, my animals, my carriages, 
and all my people, would in an inſtant have been cruſh- 


ed to atoms. IL hey however did not — and my camp The 


remained in perfect ſatety. 


By break of day we had a viſit from our _ neighbours, 


who had been expoſed to the ſame terrors. They came 
with no other intention than to iniorm us that, it we 
we ſhould ever again meet with the ſame ſpecies, we 


ought to be very cautious in not firing at them; as the 


_ elephants we had ſeen were extremely dangerous, and 
much more miſchievous than the reſt. They aſſured me 

_ that their fleſh was good for nothing; that it occaſioned 

ulcers to thoſe who eat it; and, in a word, that they 
were red elephants.— Red elephants | this word alone in- 
ſpired me with a ſtrong deſire to ſee them, and appeared 


to promiſe the acquirement of freſh knowledge; for I 
had never read or heard that there were red elephants. _ 
When theſe animals retired into the woods, they had 


got to a deep hollow, ſurrounded by enormous buſhes, 
Where it would have been very imprudent to approach 
too near them. I therefore ordered ſome Hottentots to 
file off behind, and to form a ring ; deſiring them to ſet 


fire, at certain diſtances, to the dry graſs; and to diſ- 


charge ſome ſhots, to make them pals by the foot of a 
large rock, upon which I had ſtationed myſelf with my 
| belt markimen, and where we could be e to no 


kind of danger. 
My rangers ſeconded my 3 in a ſurpriling man- 


ner; for no ſooner hau the fires and the noiſe of the rę- 
ports ſpread the alarm, than the whole troop, frighten- 


ed, preſented themſelves before me. Twelve ſhots, which 


: they did not expect, made them retreat with great pre- 
cipitation, and in much diſorder. I ſhould in vain at- 
tempt to deſcribe the numberleſs ſigns which they exhi- 
bited of their fury: on one fide they ſaw themſelves pur- 
ſued by the flames of the buſhes, which gained on them 


e and on the other by my ufer which I A. | 
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largeneſt and heavineſs of them would allow; while their 


EY deatening cries, and the craſhing of the trees which they 


broke in retreating or flying, formed ſuch a terrible tu- 


mult, that the fight of it frightened me, though I was 
ſheltered by my reck, and could not be diſturbed in any 
manner. We wounded one, which for a little ſeparated 
from the troop ; but it ſoon joined them; and being con- 


founded with the reſt, it would have been very difficult 


to take aim at it again. From the nature of its bellow- 
ing, I immagined it had received a mortal wound, and 
that it could not long ſurvive; but we did not think pro- 


per to go immediately i in ſearch of it, being fully per- 


z ſuaded that it could not eſcape us. 
Thad no other view in this new kind of hunting than to 


5 procure one of theſe animals; which were ſaid to be of a 


_ different ſpecies from all thoſe I had betore ſeen. Satis- 


fied with having wounded one, and conſidering it as cer- 


tainly dead, I reſolved not to go in queſt of it till the next 
morning; I conſequently recalied ail my people, and we 
returned to our camp. I had indeed been ruck with the 


reddiſh colour of theſe animals; and I found this pheno- 


menon extraordinary: but having noticed that the ground 


upon which we then were had almoſt the ſame tint; and 


reflecting that elephants are fond of w allowing in moiſt 
and marihy places, and even ſpend a part of their time 


in this manner, I began to doubt whether this colour 
could be owing to any other Caule, and whether it was 5 


not merely f tactitious. | 
Next mornin! 85 however, I was better convinced, a: 


on returning to the wood with my people, I found the ele- 
phant dead. Every body was perſuaded that our neigh- 


bours were deceived; and though they had mentioned 


that it was dangerous to eat of this ſpecies, they cut off 


the trunk for me, and reſerved tor themſelves the other 
pärts of the animal. I afterwards met ſeveral planters; 


who likewiſe believed that there were red elephants; and 
10 much were they prejudiced i in favour of their n O0 
pinion, that all the pains I took to convince them, of rnd 


error was to no purpole. 


The one I killed, which was a foutal was nine er 


three inches high: one of its tuſks weighed thirteen 
3 2922 and the other ten. The left tulk ot the ele- 


. 
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phant, whether male or female, is always ſhorter and 
flenderer than the right; it is alſo more ſmooth and ſhi- 


ning. To account for this difference it muſt be noticed, 


as I have already ſaid, that it is always from left to right 
that the animal conveys its food with its trunk to its 
mouth. The brambles or branches on which it feeds 


occaſion a continual friction againſt that tuſk, whilſt, on 


the contrary, the right is hardly ever tonched-: beſides, 5 


it is with the ſame tuſk that it is accuſtomed to ſound the 


earth; and by the ſize of the holes which 1 it "NE. one 
may judge of its bulk, 
When deſcribing the elephant, I ſhall take notice of its 


manners, paſſions, and taſtes ; and on this ſubject bothing - 


ſhall be advanced but what I have ſeen. 

I began to take much pleaſure in this kind of hunting, 
which I found much leſs dangerous than amuſing, 1 
could not then conceive, nor have I ſince been able to 
comprehend; why authors and travellers have filled the 
relations which they have written of the ſtrength and ſa- 
gacity of theſe animals with ſo many falſehoods ; and gi- 
ven ſcope to their imaginations reſpecting the dangers to 
which thoſe who purſue them are expoſed. It muſt in- 
deed be allowed that, if any are fo thoughtleſs and fool- 


hardy as to attack an elephant on plain open ground, 
they are ſure of being deſtroyed if they miſs their aim; 


but if they know how to take their advantages, all the 

ſtrength of the animal mult yield to their coolneſs and 
addreſs. I own that the appearance of an elephant cau- 
ſes an aſtoniſhment which at firſt renders one almoſt ſtu- 
pid ; it is awful and terrible : but, with a little courage 
and compoſure, one ſoon becomes accuſtomed to its aſ- 

pect. Before he attempts this grand kind of hunting, a 
prudent man ſhould endeavour to examine the character, 
the gait, and the reſources of the animal ; and he ought, 
above all, according to circumſtances, to ſecure ſome _ 


places of retreat, to thelter him from danger, in caſe he 


ſhould be purſued after havin ng mifſed. By means of 
theſe precautions, this ſpecies o hunting is merely an a- 


muſing exerciſe ; a game in which there 1 i K to one to 
be laid in favour of the player. 


During my Ray in this canton I varied my encamp- | 
Hons as well. as my occupations; but I always was 
| much 


4 
i | 
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much attached to the delightful banks of the "Gmatoos. 


I here got an ample harvelt of rarities, and oY collectic n 


now increaſed very evidently. 
We ſet off on the 11th of September, at fix in the 


morrüng. And having ſignified my intention to the neigh- 


bouring horde, it was with the greateſt regreat that they 
ſaw. us take our leave. For my own part, 1 could 


not leave them without being ſenſibly affected. I had 


become very much attached to thele good people, Can 


„ ſuch mildneſs and limplicity,”” faid I, © excite fo great 
7 contempt ? Are thele then the ſavage inhabitants of 
Africa, who thirſt after European blood, and who can- 


& not be. approached without horror?“ This goodneſs _ 


and affability inſpired me with the greater confidence, as 
I was then in fact in the midit of a deſert, and as nothing 


ſeemed to threaten me with danger in time coming. All 
this country, which hordes of the Gonaquas only ir habit, 


differs materially from that belonging to the Hottentots 
of the colony. Theſe people have no immediate inter- 


| courſe one with another : the former are called ſavage 
Hottentots, Before I proceed I ſhall make a few obſerva- 
tions, without which it is impoſſible to form "ey perfect 


ideas about them. 


They now no longer form, as they once did, one na- 


tion, the ſame in manners, cuſtoms, and purſuits. The 


eſtabliſhment of the Dutch colony was a fatal æra, which 


diſunited them all, and produced thoſe Saen by 
Which they are at preſent known.:: -- 5 


— 


In the year 1652, when Riebeck the ſurgeon, return 


ed from India, and opened the eyes of the Directors of 
the Company as to the importance of x ſettlement at the 
Cape, they wilely thought that ſuch an enterpriſe could 
not be better done than by the genius which had planned 


* Having therefore ample powers, and provided with 


_ proviſions, and every thing that could operate towards 
the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, Riebeck ſoon arrived at 
Table Bay. Like an able politician, and a ſkilful 
negociatior, he took every method he could to ſecure 
| the friendthip of the Hottentots ; and he covered with 
honey the edge of the poiſoned bowl. Seduced by pow- 


erful allurements, theſe ſavages, the unlimited maſters 


of all this your of Africa, did not obſerve how many of 


their 
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their privileges, and what authority, repoſe, and happi- 
nels, this guilty profanation deprived them of. Naturally 
indolent, true citizens of the world, and little converſant 
with agriculture, they were by no means uneaſy that 
ſtrangers ſhould ſeize on a ſmall corner of uſeleſs land, 
which was often uninhabited. They ſuppoſed that whe- 


ther a little farther, or a little nearer, it was of no im- 
portance where their flocks, the only riches they thought 
worthy of their attention, ſought for their food, provided 
they found it. The avaricious policy of the Dutch had 
a proſpect of great hopes from ſo peaceful a beginning; 


and as it is re adier, and knows better than any one elſe 
to embrace the advantages offered it by fortune, it did 
not fail to finiſh the work, by holding out two very ſedu- 
cing allureinents to the Hottentots tobacco and ſtrong : 
ſpirits. From that inſtant theſe unhappy ſavages bid a- 
dieu to liberty, and to that pride which is the conſe- 
quence of a ſenſe of thoſe rights which mankind inherit 
from nature. Allured by theſe two baits, they came as 
near as they could to the ſource from which they got 


them; whillt the Dutch, who for a fingle pipe of tobacs 


co, or a glaſs of brandy, could get an ox, paid every at- 
tention they could to ſo valuable neighbour: s. The colo- 


ny mcrealing inſenſibly, and « gaining more ſtrength, that 


formidable power which gave law to all this part of Af- 
rica, and removed to a great diſtance every thing which 
attempted to oppole its eager ambition, was teen to rife 
on foundations which could not longer be ſhaken. The 


fame of its proſperity was ſoon ſpread, and attracted 


daily a number of new ſcitlers. It may be eaſily con- 
ceived that, according to the uſual e ee founded u- 
pon that reaſoning, Which deſtroys the laws ef property, 
ſo ſacred and fo reſpectable, the will of the {ironger par- 
ty was a ſufficient title for it to extend its poſſeflions. 
The Dutch took poſſeſſion indiſcriminately at different 
times, and even without needing them, of all the lands 


which government, or individuals befriended by govern- 


ment, thought proper or found convenient for them. | 
The native Hottentots, thus hemmed in, preſſed, and 
haraſſed on every ſide, divided themſelves, and proſecu- 
ted plans entirely oppoſite. Thoſe who were ſtill con- 

cerned in the preſervation ot their Hocks, penetrated even 
| | _ to 


— — do woe. 
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to the mountains towards the north and north-eaſt : but 
theſe were the ſmaller number. The reſt, ruined by a 
few glaſſes of brandy, and a few pieces of tobacco, im- 
poveriſhed and ſtripped of every thing, did not think of 
leaving their country; but totally renouncing their man- 
ners, as well as their ancient and fortunate condition, of 
which they have no recollection at this day, they baſely 
ſold their ſervices to the whites, who having ſuddenly be- 
come haughty maſters of ſubmiſlive ſtrangers, and enter- 
 priſing planters, have not hands enough to turn to ad- 
vantage their inconceivable riches ; and who relieve 
_ themſelves of the painſul and multiplied labours neceſſa- 
ry on their plantations, by laying them upon theſe un- 


happy Hottentots, more and more e and de- 


baſed. 


Some ſmall nad miſerable Ls have indeed 3 of 


 tabliſhed, and live as they are able, in different cantons 
of the colony; but they have not even the power to chuſe 
their own chief. As they are in the diſtrict of govern- 
ment, and ſubje& to its authority, the right of naming 
bim belongs entirely to the governor. The perſon whom 
he elects repairs to the town, and receives a large cane, 
ſimilar to that of our courriers; but with this difference, 
_ that the knob of it is of pure- copper: after which a creſ- 
| cent or gorget, made of the ſame metal, upon which is 
engraven in large letters the word capitein, 1s put round 

his neck as a badge of his dignity. From that time his 


melancholy horde, which fer a long time perhaps has 
loſt its national name, aſſumes that of the new chief who 


has been ſet over. They will then ſay, for inſtance, the 
horde of Captain Rees, who becomes a new creature to 
the governor, a new ſpy, and a new ſlave, while to his 
own countrymen he becomes a new tyrant. 


The governor is never perſonally acquainted bimſelf 


5 * thoſe whom he appoints. It is commonly the plant- 
ter neareſt the horde who aſks and determines the ap- 
pointment for a creature of his own ; becauſe he truſts 
that a low perfon whom he has in this manner patronized 
will not be ungrateful to him, and that he will have all 
his vaſſals ready to ſerve him when neceſſity requires. 
; Thus without any preliminary e and even Wis 
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tout any eye to juſtice, a helpleſs and ſeeble horde are 


ordained to receive laws from a man often incapable of 


commanding them; and thus does the intereſt of a ſingle 


individual prevail againſt the general good both in import- 


ant and trivial affairs: and it is thus that the revolutions 


of a republic, and the childith election of the cyndic ot a 
village, conducted upon the ſame principle, are in their, 


effects perfectly the ſame. 


Such generally are the Hoticntocs diltinguiſhed by the 


name of the Hottentots of the Cape, or Hottentots of 


the colonies ; but we mult not miſtake for them the ſa- 


vage Hottentots, who by way of deriſion are called the 


Fackal-[7otentots 5 and who, far diſtant from the arbi- 
trary Dutch government, {till retain in their deſert where 


. they live all the purity of their primitive cultoms. 


Having now reached that point in my journey, where 
having no farther intercourſe with the former, whom I 
had left behind me, 1 found myſelf in the v :ry middle 
of the latter; but it is unneceſfary that I ſhould here 
enter particularly into all the various marks by which 


they are diltinguithed. To give tome idea of the cha- 
rater of the ſavage Hottentots, and of what I had to 


expect ſrom them, it will only be ſufficient to make one 


remark, which is a truth confirmed by experience. In _ 


every country wherever che ſavages are totally ſeparated 
from civilized nations, and hve Tequeſtered, their man- 
ners are mild; but they alter and become corrupted the 
nearer they approach them. When the Hottentots live 
amongſt them, it is very ſeldom that they do not turn 
monſters. This aſſertion, however mortifyi ing it may be, 
18 notwithſtanding a true principle, which is ſcarcely lia- 
ble to a ſingle exception. When to the northward of the 
Cape I found myſelf under the tropic, amongſt remote 
nations; when I ſaw whole hordes furround me with evi- 
dent emotions of ſurpriſe, and of the moſt puerile curio- 
ſity, and, approaching me with confidence, ſtroke my 
beard, my hair, and my face with their hands —“ There 
« itz nothing to fear from theſe people, ſaid I to . Ky 


« this is the firſt time they ever ſaw a white man.” 


I have more readily entered into this digreſſion, as it is. 
of ſome importance to fix the reader's attention to this 


part, the moſt intereſting of all my excurſions and tra- 
Vor. 1. . N | vels. 
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. IT anxiouſly return to it; d 1 always feel a i freſh 
. 1 in recounting theſe f mpic but W a adven- | 


All the horde, who could hardly ſeparate from me, 
Penk me as far as the river Louri, four leagues 
diſtant from the Gamtoos ; where we ſtopped to take 
leave of our good friends, and to regale them with ſome 
glailes of brandy, and ſome pipes of tobacco. The wo- 
men, who during my abode in the neighbourhood of 
their kraals had been attached to my Hottentots, and 
who perhaps regretted a little the want of my kitchen, 
abſolutely inſiſted upon going with us. But I had fre- 
quently obſerved, though I pretended not to ſee it, that 
my people had repeatedly quarrelled ; and the effect was, 
that they had relaxed in their ſervice : on this account 1 
_ obſtinately perſiſted in refuſing to permit theſe women to 
go with us, or to remain with me. One of them only 
| ſeemed to me to be very active: I found that the was ve- 
ry careful of my cows and my goats, and that ſhe waſh- _ 
ed my linen well. Theſe reaſons concerned myſelf ; but 
ther was another motive which pleaded very ſtrongly in 
her favour. My faithful friend Klaas had conceived a 
violent affection for her: to part them would have been 
to tear two hearts at once, to be ſevere without any ad- 
vantage, and to be cruel towards him who would have 
laid down his life for me on every occation. By a poli- 
Cy, thereſore, the oppoſite of that which any other would 
have followed, I reſolved to retain her. This mark of 
preference ſhewed how much 1 diſtinguiſhed Klaas from 
his companions ; whether it was owing to injultice or 
Weakneſs, I could not reſiſt the with I felt of making at 
leaſt one happy, fince all could not be fo; and I atter- 
' wards had no reaſon to repent of my conduct. Thie 
woman I named Ragel. "Thoſe ſervices which ſhe had 
always done were alligned to her; and the attended me 
| vey where till the concluſion of my tour. 
When the horde had leſt us, we proſecuted our jour- 
ney; but a violent ſtorm obliged us to ſtop at Galgebos. 
It was about five in the afternoon when we halted ; the 
place was far from being deſtitute of beauties, and J 
Vould chearfully have remained here ſome time; but we 
could not diſcover a ſingle rirulet. We therefore pr 
| [tie 
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the river Yan- Staade, at the diſtance of two leagues ; and 
unyoked at ſeven on the borders of a lake, where we 


could get water enough for our whole caravan. 


To how many uſeful proceſſes and inventions does not 


accident ſometithes give riſe ! It often anſwers us better, 
and by means much more ſimple, than any of thoſe 
which are ſuggeſted by our own lights, our combinati- 
ons, or our knowledge. Of this truth I experienced a 
_ convincing proof even in the place where I had ſtopped. 


The horde from which I had juſt ſeparated had come 


to us in the morning to bring us a large ſupply, of milk; 
with which I had filled a jug almoſt to the brim, and : 
placed it in my waggon, propoling to uſe it on my jour- 


ney for allaying my thirſt, The ſtorm by which we were 


overtaken had ſo cooled me, that I did not taſte it the 
whole day: but in the evening, after our fires were kind- 


led, withing to diſtribute it among my people, I found 


that it was ſour. I therefore deſired it to be poured into 

a vellel to regale my dogs; but I was much {ſurpriſed to 
find it converted into molt excellent and beautiful butter, 
which was owing to the jolting of my waggon. This dif- 
covery, which I afterwards practiſed during the reſt of 
my journey, ſupplied me not only with freth butter, but 


a moſt ſalutary ſupply of buttermilk, which 1 frequently 5 


uſed, and which no doubt tended to preſerve me in good 
health and ſtrength. 


The following day we were prevented ben proſecu- . 


ting our journey by a ſecond ſtorm, which was really 
terrible. The hail which fell was as large as pullets eggs; 


and my cattle ſuffered ſo ſeverely, chat I was under 
great diſtreſs on their account. One of my ſhe goats 


was fo terribly wounded, that 1 was forced to kill her: 

which was indeed a real loſs. I regretted the want of 

her much, for the was big with young. | 
At length the weather changed, and we quitted our. 


lake; and about noon, after paſſing two rivers, the great 


and the little Swaar-Kops, I deſired that my oxen ſhould 


be unyoked on the banks of the latter. Having diſco- 


vered the prints of ſome animal's feet with which 1 was 
unacquainted, my people, to whom I ſhewed them, aſſu- 


red me that they were not thoſe of the rhinoceros. As 
my camp was arrang ing, 1 followed them ; but night 


2 „ 


— 
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coming on I loſt them, and returned without having ſeen 
any thing. On this river, which was a pretty conlidera- 
ble one, we found another horde of ſavages. The kradl 
conſiſted of nine or ten huts, inhabited only by fifty or 
ſixty perſons at moſt. Theſe people recommended to me 
not to croſs the river Boſſiman, which paſſes near this 
place: they ſaid it would be much better to turn off to 
the leſt, and to puſh farther into the interior part of the 
; country, to ſhun a numerous troop of Caffres, who fre- 
_ quently alarmed that canton, and carried fire and ſword 
along with them; that nothing was ſeen all around but 
diſorder and pillage, fields ravaged, and habitations deſo- 
lated and reduced to aſhes: chat the proprietors, to a- 
vid ſudden and certain death, had abandoned their poſ- 
-$tons: dragging behind them a few feeble remnants of 
their flocks; and that, in a word, I ought not to go near 
the country of Caffraria, This alarming caution, muſt 
- confeſs, at firſt ſtartled me a little: I immediately called 
a council of my people, to deliberate what plan it would 
be moſt prudent to purſue. I was very anxious to found 
the diſpoſition of every one. Their unanimous opinion, 
which perfectly coincided with my private intention, was, 
that we ſhould at firſt ſhun, but not in ſuch a manner as 
to hinder us too much, this dangerous troop of Caffres ; 
that, as we were very near them, we ought always to be 
on our guard both night and day; that, to avoid bein 
Forpriſed; we ſhould never encamp but in the open field; 
that our oxen, when out at paſture, ſhould be guarded 
by ſour men, armed with ſuſees ; that my horſes thould 
never be ſuffered to quit the ſtakes to which they were 
tied, that in caſe of an alarm they might be always rea- 
dy; and that my large fuſee, well loaded, ſhould remain 
at the camp; and that three ſhots, fired at equal diſtan-— 
ess ſhould be a ſignal for thoſe, who on account of their 
various occupations might be obliged to go to too great 
a diſtance from the common enen to get $809 to che 
main body. 85 | 
Having taken theſe cating, and given the nec}. 
ſary inſtructions for their being obſerved, I mounted my 
| horſe; and, followed by two of my people well armed, 
we made a ſtrict ſearch all around, to diſcover whether 
Were were any of the Caffres ranging in che neighbour- 


hood, 
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bond; ready to fire upon the firſt that might be ſeen con- 
cealed with a view to ſurpriſe us, in caſe I thould nor find 
it pollivle to take him priſoner. Not one however ap- 


peared. Having proceeded a little farther after dinner, 


I obſerved that the river, as far as its mouth, was bor- 
dered with prickly trees; that the ground near it was 
ſandy, and covered with underwood ; and that in its en- 
virons there was plenty of game, ſome of which I killed 


for proviſion. As we ſaw no appearance that could give : 
us any trouble, I was convinced we had nothing to tear 


at this time from theſe Caffres, ſaid to be ſo terrible. I 


deſired that my camp thould be moved next morning, 


and we left the Swaar-Kops. The horde of Hottentots, 
terriied merely by the name of theſe cruel avengers, 


propoſed that we ſhould lettle ourſelves at a conſiderable. 


diſtance thence, that we might not be in the neighbour- 
hood of Caſfraria; and, when they {ſaw me depart, they 


fought leave to follow me, and to put themſelves under 


the protection of my camp. This requeſt I readily con- 
ſented to; and though at bottom I was very happy at 
the propoſal, [ artfully made a merit of it, as much with 


a deſign to keep them depend; ant upon me, as to encou- 


rage my people by this formidable body, and to ſupport 
their courage. There could nothing more fortunate have 
happened; I reinforced my troop; and, beſides the par- 
ticular reſources of this horde, I had the advantage of 
my artillery, which could oppoſe whole clouds of affa- 
gays“, and baille all the efforts of an army of ſavages, 
{h»uld I be well ſeconded. In leſs than a couple of hours 
all the huts were taken down and packed up, and with 
other effects put on the backs of our ſpaye oxen. 
At firit 1 made the halt of the men belonging to this 
horde ſet out betore me, with all their cattle, giving 
them two of my people well armed to defend them. 
They carried with them one of my horſes alſo; that, in 


caſe of any accident, they might be able to S me ear- 


lier intelligence of it. | 
About an hour after I 1 my os cows, 3 5 
goats, and all the women of the horde, with their chil- 


dren mounted upon their oxen, to follow them, and a : 


ws of their men to walk behind. This company was 


N 3 dekfended 
ws 4 Kind of dance which the Caflres «a with much dexterity, | 
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Refended alfo by fix of my chaſſeurs. My three carria- 
ges, with the relt of my people, brought up the rear, I 
myſelf, mounted on my very belt horſe, in order that l 
might have my eye every where, rode backwards and 

forwards on the wings, and from right to left, continu- 
ally terrified that I thould be ſaddenly ſurpriſed ; for I 
can ſafely aver that, had the leader been once diſmount- 
ed, the reſt of the caravan would have been expoſed to 
the molt horrid pe and mult have become the prey 
15 of the time. | 


1 was fully armed. In the fide pockets of my beech 


es I had a pair of double barrelled piſtols; I had another 


pair of the ſame kind at my girdle ; my double barrelled 
fuſee was ſlung by the bow of my ſaddle; and a large ſabre 


hung down by my ſide, and a poniard or dagger from the 
2 button. hole of my veſt: I could therefore fire ten times 
almoſt in a moment. This arſenal incommoded me a good 
deal at firſt; but I never left it, both on account of my 

_ own ſafety, And becauſe by this precaution I ſeemed to 
add to the confidence of my people. My arms no doubt, 
appeared to them to anſwer to my reſolutions ; and, full 
bol this idea, each proſecuted his way with the utmoſk 
25 nr leaving with me the care of defending them. 


his caravan exhibited on its march a ſingular and en- 


5 tertaining light, I may even ſay grand. The turns 


which it was neceſſary to make- in purſuing the wind- 
ings of the buſhes and rocks, gave it conſtantly new 


forms; and theſe points of view changed continually. 
Sometimes it diſappeared entirely from my ſight; and 
ſuddenly, from the top of a ſmall height, I would again 
diſcover at a diſtance my van- guard flowly proceeding 
towards a hill; while the main body, who without difor- 
der, were following the footſteps of thoſe who bad pre- 
ceded them, was almoſt under me. The women ſuckled 
. their children, and gave them meat and drink ſeated u- 
pon tbeir oxen beſide them; ſome wept, others ſung or 
laughed; and the men, ſmoking their ſocial pipe, talked 
together, having no more the look of p<ople trightened 
at the approach of an enemy. 


Being rather more uneaſy than theſs walking machines, 


* was fully awake to my critical ſituation; and on the 


7 back of my horſe indulged myſelf i in philoſophical | 1eve- 


ries. 


3 
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ſtop {ſhort and bark. 


appearance of diforder. 


| priſing. 
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ries. Three thouſand leagues diſtant from Paris, the on- 


ly perſon of my ſpecies among ſo many natives, encom- 


paſſed and guarded by the fierceſt animals, I could not 
help being filled with lurpriſe, to think of mylelt conduc- 


ting, for the firſt time, in the deſerts of Africa, a ſavage 


horde, who, yielding voluntarily to my orders, executed 


them blindly, and committed entirely into my hands the 


care of their preſervation. Conlidered i in a body, I had 
nothing to dread from them: neverthelcfs I ſaw ſome a- 
mong them who would have made my heart ache, it, in 
fingle combat, ſtrength alone had been to decide the con- 
telt: but at bottom I was tully ſatisfied, that here, as 
well as in other places, policy and not length“ was lu- 5 
preme arbitrator. 
We had not made great progr efs when my 1 which . 
were bruſhing through the bulhes on every fide, began to 
My companions were immediately 
filled with terror; ſuppoling that we had fallen in with 


ſome of the Caffres, lying in ambuſh to intercept us; but 
I gave very little heed to their ablurd reaſoning. 


1 con- 
ſidered it as impotlible that my advanced guard could 
have paſſed without an attack; and [ obſerved that they 
were quietly purſuing their journey, without the ſmalleſt _ 
[ theretore ſpurred my horſe; 
and. advancing through the buſhes, was much amazed to 
find only a porcupine, encompatied by my dogs, from 
which it was attempting to defend itielf. I inſtantly kil- 


led it; and dreading leſt the report of my muſket might 


lead my people into a miſtake, and occaſion their taking 


ſome raſh ttep, Lreturned towards them, and by laughing | 
at their timidity convinced them Thar it was not tritles | 


which would intimidate me. 
The manner in which a porcupine defends itlclf is fires | 
Its quills icreen it from every attempt; and, 
when a dog comes near, it cunningly eludes him, makes 
its attack on his flank, and when once he is wounded he 
never again attempts to return to the charge. 
the quilis always continue ſticking in his fleſh, which flags 
his courage, and occaſions his betaking himſelf to flight. 
One of my Hottentots, who had been wounded in the 
leg bye one of them, \ was ill tor upWal ds of ſix nen, 


Some of 
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| Mr Mallard, an officer of the regiment of Pondicherry, 
at the Cape of Good Hope, having been pricked in hunt- 


ing one of theſe animals, had nearly loſt his leg by the 


_ wound; and, in ſpite of all the care that was taken of 
him, he endured dreadful tortures for more than four 


months, during the firit of which he was confined a cloſe 


priſoner to his bed. | 

The porcupine, is however excellent eating; and the 
| fleſh is often ſerved up on the genteelelt tables at the 
5 LAPS, having been carefully ſmoked firſt. * 
After an hour and a half*s travelling, I ordered my 
caravan to ſtop ; but we halted no longer than was necel- 


| ſary to gather a ſufficient proviſion of talt on the borders 
of a brackith lake which we obſerved in our way; and, 
two leagues farther, I proceeded before the reſt, to exa- 


mine a plantation which 1 perceived on our left. 1 faw 


| that it had been plundered and burnt by the Caffres; for 


nothing remained of it but a few pieces of the walls, 


| blackened with ſmoke, and calcined by the flames: afford- 


ing a very diſmal appearance in the heart of a deſert! 


About an hour after, my advanced guard was ſtopped 


, by the Kouga, on the banks of which we pitched our 


353 
The Kouga, is om ſpeaking, merely a rivulet, 


5 but we ſcarcely ſaw any water in it; there was only a 
ſmall quantity in ſome hollow parts, where we caught 


abundance of excellent tortoiſes, though of a very ſmall 


ze; the largeſt did not exceed three pounds. Before 


night came on I ordered an abbatis to be erected of the 


branches of trees, to be a defence round my cattle : and, 


as this was executing, the women were efnploy ed in ga- 


; _ thering whatever dry wood they could find in the neigh- 
bourhood, to turniih us with fuel; as it was unavoidably 


neceſſary to kindle fires in different: places, leſt we ſhould 


be taken by ſurpriſe by the Caffres, or by lions, which 
were now very frequent in theſe cantons. We continued 
here till the 2oth, when we began to need proviſions z 
but I was ſo lucky as to kill three buffaloes and two bu- 
bales. On the banks of the rivulet I found ſome Guinea 


| hens, very like the European. When boiled a long time, 


they were excellent; but when roaſted or broiled, th2y 
were fit for nothing, They were apparently too old. 
| I got 
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I got alſo fouic new ſpecies of very pretty birds 3 : and, a- 
mong others, a barbet, of which 1 mall give ſome co- 
loured figures. 

We went up after this to the danke of the Konga, Rill 
in the fame order we had hitherto kept; but we had not 
travelled an hour, when my advanced guard ſtopping 
ſent to inform me that they had obferved the prints of 
men's feet. Terrified, they imagined them to be the 
traces of the Caifres, and they now ſaw nothing ſuround- 
ing them but theſe ſavages. Haltening quickly to the 
ſpot, I obſerved that the traces ſeemed very freſh; and 
as this diſcovery was now turning very ſerious, I Was 
ſenſible that we ought to put ourſelves in the beit poſi- 
tion of defence, without lofs of time. I therefore or- 
dered the whole caravan to ſtop; and as my people 
were bufily employed i in forming a tence around the oxen, 
and in arranging my camp, followed by my two intrepid 
chaſſeurs, I fet out to reconnoitre. Having followed the 
traces for an hour, they led us to a place where we ſaw 
the remains of a fire not yet extinguiſhed, and a few bones 
of mutton, which had been lately gnawed. By the fire 
it appeared clear that the ſavages who had topped here, 
had alſo ſpent the night on the ſame ſpot ; 
ſerving the gnawed bones, I could ſcarcely ſuffer myſelf 
to ſuppoſe that they had been Caffres, becaule theſe peo- 
ple never breed ſheep. It was not, however, impoſſible 
that they might have got them by plunder, or have found 
them among their enemies. Amidſt the uncertainty into 
which theſe reflections had thrown me, I determined to 
advance {till farther ; until at length tired of traverſing 
and ranging the country, and finding that theſe traces 
led us too far from our road, and conducted us to one 
directly oppoſite to that which-we ought to follow, I re- 
turned to my camp. The following night we met with 


little diſturbance ; but the next day a moit terrible ſtorm 


of rain obliged us to remain cloſely ſhut up in our tents ; 
and the ſucceeding day we were under the diſagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of paſſing the unlucky Konga fourteen times ſue- 

ceſſively, which every quarter of an hour prevented our 
travelling, and particularly fhook my carriages dreadful- 
ly upon the [tones and fragments of rock which it carried 
with it in its courſe. This fatiguing interruption, ſo of- 


but, on ob- 
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ten repeated, obliged us to paſs the night near a ſmall 
torrent named Drooge Rivier, the Dry River: for our 


cattle were ſo wearied that they were not in a condition 
to carry us any farther ; and the circumſtances of the 
time did not ſuffer us to makes long marches. Whenever 


we halted, a great deal of time was needful to arrange 
our camp; to prepare food for more than an hundred 


animals; to boil proviſions for a (till greater number of 


people; to ſuperintend the ſafety of all theſe individuals 
to collect wood for making fires, and to keep them burn- 


ing during the whole night. Theſe occupations became 


ver) laborious ; but they were indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 

Our dogs thought proper that evening to be our pur- 
| Veyors. All the country was filled with Guinea-fowls, 
which at ſun ſet perched by hundreds on the trees which 
ſurrounded us, in order to ſpend the night. They made 


a conitant and difagreeable cackling : bur it was uſeful 


to us, for theſe ſimple birds diſcovered themſelves by it; 
and our dogs, which heard them, began to run round 
and to bark at the bottoms of the trees where they ſat. 
Theſe Guinea-fowls attempted to eſcape z but the weight 
of their bodies, and the ſhortneſs of their wings, not ſuf- 


fering them to fly above the trees, and being forced on 
this account to run and to leap on the ground, our dogs 


watched them in their paſſage; and, ſeizing them with 
their teeth, ſoon killed them. This method ot hunting fur- 
niſhed us with abundance of theſe animals, without ſpend- 


ing a ſingle grain of powder. Next morning I deter- 
mined to purſue the ſame plan; but theſe birds, more 
on their guard by the fate of the preceding evening, did 


not come down. However, one cba of my mul- 
g quet had the deſired effect. | 


Hons. 

On the 2 3d, after a journey of fda hours, we came 
to the large and beautiful river of Sondag. Its channel 
Was very full; the weather threatened rain; and the fear 
of being again ſtopped by an inundation, made us reſolve 


to paſs it on rafts. Having ordered a ſufficient quantity 


of wood for this purpole to be cur down, and what might 


be needed for incloting our cattle in the common Ways 


£ when 1 we ſhould Sauren L embarked my une piece 


by 


This night, we heard at a diſtance the roaring of fone | 
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by piece, with the greater part of my effects, and the 


half of my people, who pitched our tents on the other 
ſide, under the care of Swanepoel. The cattle paſſed 


over by ſwimming, as they had before done on ſimilar 


occaſions ; and the next day I alſo croſſed the torrent 
with the remainder of my company and effects. The 
preparation, execution, and arrangement of all theſe mat- 
ters, gave us employment till the latter end of the month. 

Meanwhile I procured ſeveral birds, and cauſed ſome 


koedoes to be ſalted. But I very nearly loſt my dear 


Kees. The recital of this accident will give a better idea 
of my ſimple and uniform manner of paſling my time 


than any thing elſe I could write on the ſubject. 


Every thing was prepared for dinner; and I was dreſ- 
ſing upon a plate ſome dry haricots which I had juſt 
fried, when I heard the note of a bird wich which I was 
quite unacquainted. Forgetting in a moment both my 
cookery and dinner, I ſnatched up my gun, and hurried 


out of my tent. About half an hour after, I returned 


quite ſatisfied with my expedition, and holding my bird 


in my hand; but I was much jurpriſed, on entering my 
tent, not to tind a ſingle bean on my table. 


puniſhment, as to be guilty of this new crime almoſt im- 
mediately aſter it. He had however diſappeared ; but 


as he always waited the return of night, when he had 
done any thing amiſs, beiore he again made! his appearance, 
I well knew that it was impoſſible for him to elude me. 


It was in general at the time when I was drinking rea 
that he tiipped 1 in, without noiſe, and took his itation be- 


ſide me, in his utual place, with an air of innocence, as 


if nothing had happened. That evening he did not 


make his appearance; and next morning, as no body 


had ſeen him, I began to be very unhappy, and to be 
apprehenſive that he had delerted me altogether. This 


loſs would have been the more afllifting, as, beſides the 


entertainment he afforded me, he was really very uſeful, 


and did me ſuch ſervice that his place could not have 


been ſupplied by another. 'The third day after, howes 
ver, one : of wy people, who had been 1 in n queſt of water 


| allured 


This was a 
trick of Kees. I had chaſtiſed him pretty ſmartly, the 


preceding evening, for robbing me of my ſupper; and I 
did not ſuppoſe that he Would have 1o {oon forgot his 
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aſſured me that he had ſeen him in the neighbourkood; 

but that he had ſecreted himſelf as ſoon as he found that 
he was diſcovered. Setting out immediately in ſearch of 
him, I traveried all the neighbourhood with my dogs. 
Suddenly hearing a cry like that which he uſed to make 
when I returned from hunting, and when 1 would not 


take him along with me, I topped ; and looking around 


every where, I at length obſerved bim, halt hid, behind 
a a large branch in the middle of a tree. I called him in 
a familiar way, and coaxed him as much as was in my 
power to deſcend and come to me; but as he did not 
ſeem inclined to truſt to theſe marks of my friendſhip, 
and of the joy which I expreiſed on meeting with him, 
I was obliged to climb the ttee. When I had come to 
the ſpot where he was, he permitted me to lay hold of 
him; while fear and pleaſure were alternately painted in 
his eyes, and expreſſed by his geſtures. Immediately af- 
ter I returned to my camp, where he ſeemed to wait for 
bis verdict; and where 1 came to a determination con- 
cerning him. T thought at firſt that I ſhould tie him up; 
but this would have deprived me of his amuſing tricks. 
I determined therefore to be generous towards him, and 
not to treat him harſhly. A ſecond correction would not 
and I coniidered that he 
had perhaps more than once received it very undeſcrved- 
Iy; for his reputation, which gave a colour of probabilt- 
ty to every accuſation made againſt him, hurt him very 
much in my opinion, and rendered me unjuſt, more ef- 
pecially when I was in bad humour. A fondneſs for 


dainties cauſed my Hottentots to commit ſeveral petty 


thefts, which were often laid upon him; on this ac- 
count poor Kees was many times blamed without reaſon. 
The ſource of the river Sondag is in ſome high moun- 
tains, which are almoſt always covered with ſnow ; on 
| which account they are called SD- Bergen, or the moun- 
_ tains of ſnow. I obſerved them on my left towards the 
north. This river, enlar ged by ſome ſmall ſtreams which 
run into it, throws itſel{ into the ſea at the diſtance of 
ten leagues from the place where I then was. 


We purſued our route in the uſual order on the 1ſt of 


October. Having travelled ſeven hours, we repoſed our- 
6 ſelves for a little under the ruins of a deſerted habitation, 
8 | like 
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| Vke the former, and no leſs diſmal and melancholy. We 
halted at a lake at four in the afternoon ; and it was very 


lucky for us that we had. two large fires that night, as 


two lions and ſome hyænas viſited us, which threw our 
cattle into great confuſion. - We were forced to paſs the 


whole night on our legs. Theſe animals appeared fo fe- 


rocious, that we could not drive them aw ay but by re- 
peatedly diſcharging our fire arms. 
At day-break we ſaw ſuch numbers of thoſe dinelopes 
called /pring-bock, that I determined to employ the whole 


day in hunting them; ; eſpecially as our proviſions began 
to fall ſhort, and as it was often neceſſary to have a freſh 
ſupply. The conſumption made by all my people was ſo 


great, that a juſt idea can hardly be formed of it; for by 
carrying a whole horde and their animals along with me, 
J had added an additional incumbrance, at which I was 
ſometimes frightened. However, we were fortunate e-_ 
nougzh to kill feven of theſe antelopes. Though this ſpe- 
cies are ſwiſt-footed, people on horſeback may eaſily o- 


vertake thera. Being generally collected into flocks, and 


keeping as cloſely together as ſheep, they mutually im- 
pede each other, Which greatly retards them in their 
light: one ball, well aimed, will kill two or three of | 
them, and ſometimes more. | : 
Ihe following day we made a forced 1 : we had 7 
found bad water the preceding evening; and to procure 


bl 


better it was requilite that we ſhould fall in with ſome - 
turn of the river Sondag. We luckily reached it at four 
in the afternoon. My oxen had ſuffered ſo much from 
the extreme heat, that they were not able to proceed far- 
ther ; and I feared that ſome of them would die, though 
F 5 taken the precaution of often relieving them. | 


We quitted the river entirely on the 4th; and proceed- 
ed that day only three leagues, as the heat was almoſt 


inſupportable. My oxen having not then quite recover- 
ed from the fatigue of the preceding evening. 


We ſet out at three in the morning on the 5th; and at 


ſeven we ſaw another deſerted plantation. Oppreſſed by 
fear, without doubt, the proprictors had not taken time + 
to ſecure their effects from pillage. On the fight of this 
abode, which was in a perfect ltate, and which exhibited 


no marks of fire, it h to me . the inbabitants : 
Vor. J. | | O 9 5 had 
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had been terrified without any cauſe, I had the cortoft. 
55 ty to enter the houſe, and found that J was not deceived 
in my opinion; for I perceived no derangement in any 


of the furniture, each utenſil being in its proper place. 


1 permitted none of my people to touch any thing, of 
Whatever value it might be; but, as the heat was exceſ- 


ſive, I took advantage of the ſhade which this buildi ling 


afforded us, in order that we might refreſh ourſelves a 
little. About evening 1 prepared to ſet out; and we 
continued our journey for four hours. | 
The next day we paſſed two more Adel houſes, | 
which were in the ſame ſtate as thoſe ſeen the evening 
before; but, I did not viſit them, being unwilling to 
ſtop. After a march of four hours, we arrived at the 
river Vogel, or bird's river, where we halted, as our ox- | 
en were in want of water, and had ſcarcely any thing to 
eat. At noon the heavens became overcait, and the. ſun. 
was wholly hid by very large clouds which to me was a 
fortunate circumſtance, as it gave me an opportunity of 
Proceeding a little farther. We were in hopes of reach- ; 
ing Agter-Bruyntjes-Hoog gte; but, when we came to the 
foot of theſe mountains, we met with a pond, which ob. 
liged us to encamp, as we doubted much Whether we 
ſhould ſoon find another. 
Ihe ſavage Hottentots perceived. « our "Ts duri ing che 
night; and, as they were approaching to reconnoitre us, 
our dogs, ws obſerved them, took the alarm, and began 
to bark and make a terrible noiſe. On this occaſion part 
of my people, convinced that we were inveſted by Caffres 
(for I muſt here repeat that fear made them think that 
they perceived Caffres every where), propoſed to leave 
the camp, and to ſhelter themſelves in the buſhes; as if 
we ſhould have been in greater ſecurity, when ſeparately 
concealed in a miſerable coppice, than when collected in 
a body, well armed and reſolute. Klaas and I were 
quite furious. I he venerable Swanepoel joined us, with 
nà view of encouraging theſe daſtardly ſouls ; and he ſwore || 
that he would Rand by me whatever the event might be, 
and that he would ſpend the laſt drop of his blood in my 
deſence. In the midit of this converſation, and the timid 
irreſclution of the reſt of my company, I heard a voice 
; deggings | in broken Dutch, that J would recal my dogs, 


which 


as OG 
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which I immediately did. When I was fully affured 


that theſe people were only Hottentots, I ſuffered them 
to come near them; upon which they made their appear- 
ance, to the number of fifteen men, with ſeveral women | 


and children. 


They had ſet out to remove themſelves from the flames 
of war; and I was informed by them that when I pafled 
the mountain I ſhould ſtill find ſeveral deſerted habitati- 


ons. They told me alſo that the proprietors of theſe dif- 
ferent houſes had collected themſelves into one body, to 


oppoſe the enemy; but that they had formed a reſolution 


of abandoning their country and poſſefions entirely, 


with a view of getting nearer to the Dutch ſettlements ; _ 
and that the Caffres, who were ſtill in the field, had 


ſworn not to leave one cf them remaining. 


It was in converſation of this nature that I paſſed the 
night; ; and learned from theſe people every thing that L 
ee to know: but I was the leſs inclined to conſider 
the Caffres as ferocious animals thirſting after blood, Who 


ſpared neither ſex, age, nor their neighbours, as 1 was 


too well acquainted with the planters to conſide in their 
veracity, or to aſcribe to them a part of thoſe horrid cru- 


elties of which they always affected to complain. 


But why ſhould a people ſo mild as the Hottentots, 5 


and who lead a life both quiet and precarious, be concern- 
ed in theſe horrid wars, had they not cauſe ſuſſicient for 


ſhewing their revenge and reſentment? The Caffres na- : 


turally are not a miſchievous people. Like the other ſa- 


vages of this part of Africa,. they live on the milk with 


Which they are ſupplied by their cattle; and clothe them- 
ſelves with the {ſkins of animals. Like the reſt, they are 


naturally indolent, and by neceſſity warlike; but they are 
not an odious nation, whoſe” name is calculated to fill 
with terror. Being very deſirous of getting every infor- 
mation as to the motives and riſe of theſe atrocious wars, 
which thus diſturbed the peace of the moſt beautiful parts 

of Africa, theſe honeſt people, who had truſted to me 
with ſo much confidence, unboſomed themſelves in the 
like manner without any reſerve. They told me, indeed, 
that the cruelty and oppreſſion of the planters were the 7 


ſole cauſe of the war, and that juſtice was on the fide of 


the Catfres : ey likewiſe told me that the Boſhomens, a 
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| , kind of vagabond deſerters who belong to no nathan, and | 


who live only by rapine, took advantage of that moment 
of diſorder to pillage without diſtinction the Caffres, the 


Jottentots, and the planters; that nothing but the ty- | 


rannical behaviour of theſe wretches could have made the 

Caffres include in the general proſcription all the Hotten- 

tots, whom they look upon as ſpies attached to the whites, 
and whom the latter employed to lay ſnares for them 


with more dexterity. This laſt circumſtance was not wi- 


thout foundation; but it could not be applied to the 


more remote hordes by any means. Thus were the in- 
nocent involved in the common fate of the guilty. But 
how was it poſſible for ſavages to make a diſtinction which 
even poliſhed nations are not accuſtomed to do? They told 
me, beſides, that the Caffres had got ſome fire arms, which 
they met with in thoſe plundered houſes, or had taken by 


ſurpriſe from the Hottentots belonging to the colonies. 


I was, in ſhort, informed in the moſt particular man- 
ner of every thing that had paſſed, of the attacks made, 
and the battles fought, in which, though they bad com- 


mitted horrid ravages, the Caffres had always been beat, 


which did not appear ſurpriſing to me. The aſſagay, 
their moſt deſtructive weapon, which they handle very 


_ dexterouſly, cannot ſtand in competition with our fire 


arms, employed by chaſſeurs who ſeldom mils their aim. 
What I had learned intereſted me very much, for the 


leaſt circumſtance could not be indifferent to me. I 


ſound myſelf engaged, on my own account, in the events 
and chances of this war; ſince J was actually, as one may 
Tay, on the field of battle ; and was approaching towards 
that moment, when wounded to the ſoul by the diſtreſ- 
ſing ſpectacle which I had conſtantly before my eyes, 
and inflamed with the moit ardent defire of ſerving thoſe _ 
_ unfortunate wretches, with whom I was unacquainted— _ 
Fhom I had never ſeen, nor was perhaps ever to ſee; 
but whoſe diſmal ſituation excited my compaſſion—I was 
preparing, if all theſe people would have followed me, 
to traverſe fifty leagues of Caffraria, at the hazard of e- 
very thing that might happen ; and to re-eſtablith peace 
in that unhappy country for ever. However, not a ſingle 
| Perſon ſeconded my views. In my opinion, Heaven it- 
8 could ba have freed thoſe 0 followed me om 
the 
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their fear: but I can more juſtly cover with opprobrium 
| thoſe cowardly Hottentots ol the colonies whom 1 viſited 
two days after, for the ſhameful manner in which their 
chief refuſed to give me aflittance in an expedition which 
would have without doubt ſucceeded, and done the high- | 


eſt honour to humanity. 
A freſh misfortune, which Rad 2 81456 a kts be- 


fore in theſe unhappy countries, added conſiderably to 
my courage, and heated my imagination. I was told 
- that, about fix weeks before that, an Engliſh ſhip had 
been wrecked on the coaſt; that being driven on ſhore, 

ſome of the crew had fallen into the hands of the Caffres, 
who had put them all to death, except a few women, 

whom they had cruelly reſerved; and that all thoſe who 
had eſcaped led a wandering life on the coaſt, or in the 


foreſts, where they mult ſoon perith in miſery. Among 


theſe unfortunate people, there were ſaid to be ſeveral 
French officers, priſoners of war, who had been put” on 


board in order to return to Europe. 
This diitreſſing intelligence gave me much wheafinely 


and, after all the information which theſe people could 


give, I judged that, by going tifty leagues to the eaſt- 
ward of the {pot where I was, I ſhould arrive at the veſ- 
| ſel. I therefore formed a thouſand projects in my mind, 
and invented a thouſand different ſchemes for aſſiſtin 


theic unfortunate people, whoſe ſituation was ſo deplora- 
ble : but the whole of my Hottentots revolted againſt my 
_ propoſal ; and neither threats nor intreaties could have 


the leait influence over them. The account of this ad- 


venture had made very different impreflions on them. A 


Tumour was ſuddenly ſpread throughout my whole camp; 


and had I not, aſſiſted by ſome of my brave friends, ter- 
rified theſe wretches by my looks and geſtures, I ſhould 
have doubtleſs fallen a victim to their ſedition. Into one 


of them I {truck great terror by clapping a piſtol to his 


head; but all my endeavours were in vain. The horde 
who came with me, without any preamble, informed me 
that they were iree; that th no longer looked upon me 
as their chief; and that ther y would immediately return, 
with the fifteen Hottentots who had lately come. Even 


my own people, with a determined air, told me they did 
not incline to be cut to Bow by thouſands of Caffres, u- 
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| nanimonſly aſſuring, with loud vociſeration, that they 
would not go along with me; and that they would, 


immediately, ſet out for the Dutch ſettlements. I howe-⸗ 
ver kept ſteady to my purpoſe, and oppoſed them to the 
very laſt; but neither my repreſentations, nor the entrea - 
ties of Klaas, had any effect, except upon two of them, 


who at length conſented to run all hazards with me, 
Ol˖d Swanepoel, was one of them: but what could four 
of us have done by ourſelves? L remonſtrated in vain 
with theſe ſavages on the ingratitude with which they re- 
paid my condeſcenſion, in permitting them to attend me, 
and on their fo eaſily forgetting the care, proviſions, and 
protection, I had given them. It was of no avail I told 


them that I looked upon them all as cowards, traitors, 
and more deteſtable enemies than the Caffres : I only in- 


__ creaſed their fear, and filled them with hatred againſt 
myſelf. I could diſcern in all their faces that fear had 


got entire poſſeſſion of their hearts. For this reaſon I 


determined to ſay nothing more; and when night ap— 
Proached, after having ordered watch to be kept with the 
greateſt attention, I ſhut myſelf up in my tent. Being 
| told at break of day that theſe ſtrangers were preparing 


dc ſet out, with their wives, children, cattle, and all their 


ellects, I forbade any perſon to take leave of them; and, 
gave immediate orders to have every thing ready, that 1 
alſo might ſet out and proſecute my journey. In four 


hours we paſſed the mountain Agter-Bruyntjes- Hoogte; 
and, being refreſhed by a ſhower of rain which came ſea- 


ſonably to our relief, at the end of four hours we encamp- 


ed, in order to ſpend the night. As we marched along 8 


we ſaw ſome more deſerted habitations, the proprietors 
of which were no doubt among the number of the confe- 
derates. The ſoil in this place ſeemed to be, in general, 


good; the mountains were overſpread with large beauti- | 
Tul trees: and the plains, interſperſed with the mimoſa-ni= | 


| latica, abounded with antelopes and gnous : the latter, 
though good proviſion, are e inferior to 
. the other ſpecies of antelopes. | | 
According to the information I had got from the TR 
ö teen Hottentots who had incited the horde to revolt, and 
deprived me of their aſſiſtance, I computed that I could 
vot be very diſtant trom the Place where all theſe Hot- 
JO 
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tentots 5 the colonies were met. I always flattered my- 
| ſelf with the hopes of finding among them ſome well. diſ- 
poſed people, who approving of my ſcheme of paciſica- 
tion with the Caffres, and the hopes of aſſiſting the un- 
happy ſufferers who had been ſhipwrecked, would hear- 
tily concur with me, and ſecond my endeavours to re- 
lieve them. The idea of theſe wretched people haunted 
me on every ſide; and I could not help reflecting on the 
_ miſerable fituation of the poor women, who were con- 
demned to drag out their exiſtence amidſt the torment 
and horror of deſpair. Theſe thoughts were conſtantly | 
| Preſent to my mind, and attached me more and more to 
my ſcheme; for the deſire of reſtoring them to liberty, 


and made me ſee only the poſlibility of ſucceſs: I was 0 
therefore anxious to get to this horde of Hottentots. 


derably alarmed them, and that my convoy, above all, 
gave them great pain. I however advanced, and, ad- 
| drefling them politely, made myſelf known, and told 

them my name. I pretended to be travelling under the 
protection of the Dutch government, to which I was ob- 


cluſion of my diſcourſe, which was very conciſe, ſeemed _ 
to impreſs them with great awe; they then received me 
with every demenſtration of joy, and teſtified with how 


5 | had terrified them a little (it had then eleven months 


| arms, my waggon, and my numerous train; that they 
had frequently heard me made mention of; and that an 
hundred circumſtances had been told them, in which I 
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and of bringing them back again with me, {till more ſhut 
my eyes againſt any impediment that might be in the way; 


The nexc morning, after a three hours march, begun =! 
at the break of day, I at length obſerved the habitation | * 


J ſo much longed for. As {oon as theſe people ſaw me, 

though at a great diſtance, I ſaw them all gather toge- 3 
ther, and form themſelves into a group, before the houſe; BY 
while their motions, confuſion, and the attention with + By 
which they all at the ſame moment turned their eyes to- 


As 
wards me, evidently ſhewed that my appearance conſi- 4 


liged to give an account of my diſcoveries. This con- 


much pleaſure they ſaw me. They owned that my beard - 


growth); that they were at a loſs what to think of my | 


had been in danger of loſing my life; but that they had 
at laſt been aſſured that 1 had met with | a veſſel at an- 
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| oe 3h Plettemberg pay, which had 1 me to the 
iſle of Bourbon; and that for this reaſon, when they ſaw 
me arrive, they had at firſt ſuppoſed that I was another 
perſon. 
ſcarcely gave me time to give them an anſwer, I menti- 
oned the motives that had led me to pay them a vitit; 
and the reſolution I had taken of penetrating to the ex- 
I could not avoid expreflivg to 
them my ſurpriſe that they had not before attempted to 
ſave the unfortunate Europeans, of whoſe fate Bey were 
not unacquainted ; that I hoped to find among} t! 
Willing and ready to accompany me to the coait where 
their veilel had been loſt; that the Dutch government 
- would, un; doubtedly, reward in a noble manner, the au- 
thors of ſuch a glorious enter priſe; and, to encourage | 
them the more, I added, that amongſt the cargo of the 
'vellel, _ of which was {till on the coait, each of them 
might eaſily procure a thouſand comforts for the remain- 
der of their lives. 
effect upon them at the time; but I entertained very few 
hopes; 
as I had repreſented them, it was very proper to go to | 
the aſſiſtance of theſe unhappy people; who, as they aids . 
were their brothers, and their flow oranturcs. „ 

The moſt cunning, as being the moſt timid of the 

| conlidering my ſpeech only in that view 
in which his intereſt was concerned, added in name of the 
reſt, that it was more than probable that the Caffres had 
already plundered the veilel, and taken away the principal 
part of the cargo; that they ſhould perhaps find nothing 
at al}, or, if any thing, not ſo much as would indemnity 
them for the hazards and expences of ſuch a journey; and 
that, during their abſence, their wives, and children, 
would be left expoſed to the danger of being maſſacred 
by the Caffres. 


After a great many queſtions, to which they 


em men 


This argument appeared to have ſome 


though they eagerly replied that, if things were 


I was fully perſuaded, from this diſcourſe, that nothing 


85 3 tempt them to undertake this expedition. It ſeem- 
ed that they could not carry away a great number of 
_ cattle from ther enemies; for, ſince the commencement 
of hoſtilities, after ſharing twenty thouſand, theſe ſavages 

could not have many remaining, as they had been forced, 
in order t to o preſerve thoſe which bad elcaped pillage, to 

carry 
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earry them a great way into the interior parts of the 
country. 


I uſed every argument in my power to overcome this 


man's reaſoning, and I frequently told him that he for- 
got above all the miſerable people for whom I had come 


to ſolicit aſſiſtance : but he had corrupted his companions, 
and, after that, not one of them ſhewed the ſmalleſt in- 


elination to ſecond me. As there was no profit in . | 


I could no longer depend on their afliſtance. 


Finding it in vain to try any farther to move them, I had 


recourſe to imprecations. I threatened them with all the 
vengeance of government; I wiſhed that ſwarms of Caffres 

night ſurround their habitations; and, fearing that their 
example might influence my own people, among whom 


I found ſome obedience and attachment, 1 nit SOT. ſet 


out to purſue my journey. 


I had noticed that they were reinforced” by a pretty. 


numerous company of Meſtizo Hotrentots, who are cou- 


rageous and enterpriſing, and come nearer to the whites 
than the Hottentots. As they had always been foremoſt to 

march againſt the Caffres, and to ſignalize themſelves in 

all rencounters, I determined to leave three of my people 


behind me, with orders to inſinuate themſelves among theſe 
Hottentots ; and to engage ſome of them to follow me; : 
particularly thoſe who were acquainted with the country, 


vnd who underſtood the language of the inhabitants. Be- 


fore I allowed them to depart, I inſtructed them in what 


manner to proceed; and being anxious to approach the 
river Klein- Vis, I appointed them to meet me at the place. 
Three hours after we arrived at this river; and, having 


croſſed it, I ordered my caravan to halt, as it was neceſ- 
ſary to ſleep here, in order to wait my people's return, 
and to hear how they had ſucceeded in their negociation, 


Having perceived the prints of ſome lions feet, I took as 
many precautions not to be ſurpriſed by theſe animals as 
T had taken againſt the Caffres. I ſhould not have been 

| very uneaſy with regard to the latter, had it been poſſible _ 
for me to find any means of letting them underſtand that 

| I was not among their periecutors ; and that I neither 
| belonged to their nation, nor had the ſame ſentiments 
with them: but they might have fallen ſuddenly upon 
my camps and occaſioned great devaſtation, before we 


bad 
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: had explained ourſelves to each other. 
tion led me to chooſe for this time, contrary to my uſual 
Practice, an elevated ſpot for my camp; from which 1 
might have an extenſive view every where about. When 
I had fixed upon one, I ordered my tent to be erected ; 


very fluently. 
which I had kept in ſtore, I ſoon gained his contidence 
and made him inform me of every thing that | wiſhed to 
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my carriages and oxen to be properly placed; and a four 


| huts, for the ſole purpoſe of making a ſhew, to be erec- 
at the diſtance of a few PACES. 


I then pitched my mili- 
tary tent within a gun. ſhot of my camp, and laid branches 


of trees upon it, that it might not be obſerved; as I in- 
tended to paſs the night in it, along with my people: by 
this manceuyre I deceived the enemy; ; for had they ap- 
pPeared, with a view of ſurpriſing me in my camp, they 
would certainly have been diſappointed, 
ruin. 

; an. to ſurpriſe them in my turn. 


I ſhould then have had time to tall Ren Them, 


We did not ſpend the night very quietly, . our dogs 


| diſturbed us ſo much that we got almoſt no fleep. 


At day-break, I obſerved three of my Hottentots at a 


all his life among the Caffres, and ſpoke their language 
By giving him a few glaſſes of brandy, 


know, as to the ſtate of affairs at that time. What 1 
learned confirmed me in my opinion, that the Caffres in 


general are a harmleſs and peaceful people; but he aſſu- 
red me that, being conſtantly oppreſſed, plundered, and 


maſſacred by the whites, they had found themſelves un- 


der the neceſſity of taking up arms in their own defence; 


adding, that the planters every Where alledge, that theſe 


People were barbarous and ſanguinary, in order to jultity 


their own robberies, and the cruelty which they daily ex- 


_erciſed againſt them, and which they attempted to give 
the ſemblance of repriſals; that, under pretext of their 
cattle being ſeized, they had, without reſpecting age or 
| ſex, exterminated whole hordes of Catfres, plundered them 


of their oxen, and laid waſte their lands; that this me- 


thod of getting live ſtock appearing to be much eaſier 
than to rear them neee they had employed it ſo 


imprudently, 
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_ diſtance advancing towards us, accompanied by three 
_ ſtrangers: one of them, whoſe name was Hans, the fon 
of a Hottentot woman by a white man, had lived almoſt 
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imprudently, for more than a year, that they had ſhared 
above twenty thouſand among them; and that they had 


butchered without mercy al! thoſe who had attempted to 
defend them. Hans informed me that he had been wit- 
neſs to a particular tranſaction, which I ſhall relate here 
exactly as he told me. 

A company of planters Nati maſſacred a © affre vil 
lage, a young child about twelve years of age efcaped, 
and concealed itſelf in a bole, where it was unluckil)y dife 
covered by a man belonging to a detachment of planters. | 
This man deſirous to make a flave of it, carried it along =} 


with him ; but the commander taking a liking to it, in- 


ſiſted upon its being put into his hands. The perſon who 


found it ſtrenuouſiy refuſed to give it up: both ſides grew 


warm; and the enraged commander, running up in a 


furious manner to the innocent victim, cried ont to his 


opponent, if I cannot have the child, it ſhall not be 
yours; upon which firing his fuſee 8 its breaſt, it 
fell down dead on the ſpot. My 


1 was likewiſe told, that, in order to entertain them- 


ſelves, theſe wretches had often placed their priſoners at 
a certain diſtance, and tried who was moſt expert in hit- 
ting them with their guns. I ſhould never have done 
were J to mention all the horrid cruelties which they dai- 


ly commit upon thoſe unfortunate ſavages who are under 


their protection: but private reaſons, and other very pow- 
erful motives, oblige me to be ſilent. Befides, what a- 


vails the voice of a ſingle feeling individual, againſt deſ- 


potiſm and force? 1 have faid enough to ſhew the charac- 
ter of the planters of this part of Africa, whom the inac- 
_ tivity of government ſuifers to go on in their exceiſes, 


and is even territied to puniſh. In this place are tom- 


mitted all the cruelties which hell can devite. In a re- 
publican ſtate, more remarkable chan any other by the 
ſimplicity of its manners, and philanthropic ſpirit, the 
_ moſt villianous iniquity paſſes unpuniſhed; becauſe peo- 
ple do not deign to look beyond thoſe objects which are 
beſide them. If the governor receives information at 
times, as to theſe horrid abuſes, the diſtance, the time requi- 
red to carry intelligence to him, and other circumſtances, 
Perhaps, winch 1 it may be © hm not to inquire after, 


diſguiſe | 


pacity, and 


166 | TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


| diſguiſe i it ſo edt when it reaches the town, that it ſcarce- 
1y furniſhes ſubject for the converſation of a ſingle day. 

A planter comes from the diſtance of an hundred 
leagues ; he enters his complaint to the governor that the 


Caffres have carried off all his cattle ; and he requeſts a 


commandlo, that is to ſay, authority to go and recover his 


Property with the afliſtance of his neighbours, The go- 
vernor not ſuſpecting any deceit, or pretending not to diſ- 


cover any, takes every thing in the ſame point of view it 


is repreſented to him, and ſees nothing but juſtice in the 


demand of an impoſtor: a previous enquiry would oecu- 
py too much time, beſides being troubleſome and embar- 


raſſing. To grant permiſſion is eaſy; it colts little ex- 


 -: PENCE, and is only a ſingle word. This fatal word is 


therefore written, and it becomes the ſentence of death 


voted againſt thouſands of ſavages, who have neither the 


ſame reſources nor the ſame means of defence. The in- 


human wretch who thus deceives the credulity of the go- 


vernor, returns ſatisfied amidſt the accomplices of his Ta- 


may find ſerviceable to his intereſt: a new mafſſacre then 
takes place, which is only a prelude to more bloodſhed; 

for if the Caffres have the boldneſs to recover, by force or 
by ſtratagem, the cattle taken from them in conſequence 
of this order, ſurrepitiouily obtained from the gover nor, 
and which continues in force till there are no more vic- 


tims for them, theſe planters latiate their vengeance by 


the moſt horrid Carnage. | 
In this manner did this war, or rather this pille ging 
continue all the time that I remained i in Africa. Neither 


commercial ſpeculations nor a deſire for any ſervice 


conducted me to the Cape, The natural impuiſe of 
my inclination, and a deſire of gaining new knowledge, 
made me direct my cvarſe to that part of the world: I 
arrived there perfectly free, and with a mind in no re- 
ſpect biaſſed by prejudice. I made myſelf better ac- 


quuainted with the inland parts of the country, and the 


unknown natives who inhabit it, than with any of the co- 
| Jonies belonging to the Cape, or even the Cape itſelf, 
which I did not know, but at the different periods of my 
return. I had no perſonal intereſt in my view to make me 
be e or f but I have in every place ſeen 

| very 
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gives to his commando whatever latitude he _ 
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very powerful reaſons for obſerving, that the foreſeeing 


eye of policy has been opened too late on thoſe poſe Mons, 
which are at a diſtance, and which daily become more re- 
mote from the metropolis. I have noticed that a governor's 
authority, however great it may be, does not extend far 
| enough to check at their ſource thoſe terrible irregulari- 
ties, which are continued, and ſtill iner eaſing, in the; in- 
land parts of the country. Should it ever happen that 
. Caffres, conſtantly haraſfed, unite in ſupport of the com- 
mon cauſe with the neighbouring nations, who begin alſo 


to complain of the planters, their union would undoubtedly 


occaſion the greateſt diſorder; and who knows what might 


be the reſult of ſuch a confederation, formed for the pur- 


; pole of defending inaltenable rights, and of avenging an- 
cient injuries? T here are many ways by which government. 
might put a {top to theſe misfortunes ; and it is full time 
that they ſhould be employed, for the danger 1s increaſed by 
delay. There have been inflances of the governor, when 
informed of ſome cruelties exerciſed againſt the ſavages, 


ſummoning in vain the perſon who was the author of 
them to come to the Cape, and give an account of his 


conduct. The criminal has even not ſo much as deign ed 


to return any anſwer to the order ſent him; he h: as con- 


tinned to haraſs and plunder in the ſame mat mer as for- 
merly : and his diſobedience has been attended with no 


bad conſequences to him; nay it has even in a thort time 
been forgotten. 


While diſcourſing one day with a few of the planters - 
on theſe abuſes, ſeveral of them told me that they had 
repeatedly received fuch orders from the governor, with- 
out ever paying the ſmall eſt attention to The em. Grow- 
| ing a little warm in the cauſe, I expreſſed my ſurpriſe that 


in ſuch circumſtances the governor did not jend a party 
to enforce obedience to his orders; and, in caſe of reſu- 


ſing, to ſeize upon the culprit, and conduct him to town. 
under a ſtrong guard. Are you well aware,” ſaid they, 
«£ what would be the reſult of ſuch an attempt? Aſſem- 


„ bling all in an inſtant, we would maffacre half of the 
« ſoldiers, ſalt their fleſh, and return it by thoſe we ſpa- 


«red; threatening to do the ſame thing to thoſe ho 
$6 ſhould have the aſſurance to appear among us after- 
&« terwards,” Such was their anſwer ; to Which I thought 


it 
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it would be quite uſeleſs to offer any reply. To deal 
with people of this character, muſt be a very difficult 


work; and no little ſhare of addreſs will be requiſite to 


reduce them to obedience. I think it is not impoſlible, 
that, ſhaking off the yoke, they may ſome day dictate 
laws to the head of the colony; and that will happen 
when a man of abilities, gaining the minds and confi- 
dence of the multitude, {hall preſent to them, under ſe- 
ducing colours, a view of liberty and independence. 
They are already too ſenſible of the facility with which 
ſuch an enterpriſe may be undertaken ; and of the ad- 
vantages that will reſult from its ſucceſs. Nothing 


will be neceſſary but to put them in mind that they are 


about ten thouſand in number, all cunning and reſolute, 
and all accuſtomed to hunting ; that every ſhot they may 

_ diſcharge will do execution: that without the leaſt diffi- 
culty, or danger, they may beat and deſtroy any forces 
with which the governor may oppoſe them; that they 
will enjoy abundance whenever they ceaſe to acknowledge 
tune irkſome and often tyrannical laws of government, 


which are contrary to every kind of private proſperity ; 


that placed in a delightful climate, the poſſeſſors of the 
fineſt fields and the moſt beautiful woods in the country, 
well ſtocked with game of: all torts, they may, by adding 
to all theſe advantages thoſe of cultivating the earth, and 
5 breeding flocks, have within themſelves, every reſource 
that ariles from barter; and that, by means of the har- 
bours and roads which are to be found in great abun- 
dance on the coaſts of their territories, it is in 1 pow- 


er to bring the induſtry of other nations amongſt them, 


to extend their population, to increaſe their riches, and 


to have every convenience that an extenſive foreign trade 
can afford. The government at the Cape are already 


fully ſenfible of the importance of theſe reflections; and 
this perhaps is one of the juſteſt reaſons of their apparent 
ſupineneſs with reſpe& to the planters. They know the 
genius and character of theſe robuſt people, almoſt all e- 
ducated in the midſt of the woods; and they were more 


cautious in their conduct towards them during my reti- 


dence at the Cape, becauſe they thought the tate of the 
whole town relied upon their powerful aſſiſtance, had the 
ag in in the war of 1781 hb to make a deſcent 


there, 
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there, as they expected. The following anecdote will 


ſhew how far they might be depended on :—An alarm 
having been ſpread, though without any ground, in leſs 
than twenty-four hours, from a thouſand to twelve hund- 
red of them came in fight in a body; and theſe would 


have been tollowed by all the reſt, had not an order been 
iſſued to prevent them. : 
Even thoſe however would be in a great miſtake; WhO 
from what I have mentioned ſhould imagine that all theſe 
planters are ſo many Cæſars. This is very far from the 
caſe; and indeed ſuch an idea would not agree with the 
accounts I have before given when mentioning their war 
with the Caffres, and of their poſſeſſions every where a- 
bandoned and forſaken. Born for the molt part among 
rocks, a ſavage and ruſtic education has made them like 
fo many giants as to ſtrength; but, though familiarized 
from their earlieſt days to watch and ſurpriſe the mon- 
ſtrous animals of Africa, they are abſolutely unfit but 
for a firſt attack, or to ſecond in an ambuſcade. They 
would not ſtand in the open field, nor would they ever 


return to a ſecond charge. They are unacquainted with 


that courage which is taught by a ſenſe of honour, but 

with that only which proceeds from a conſciouſneſs of 
one's ſtrength or dexterity; and if the reader recollects 

my adventure with them in the Bay of Saldanha, it may 
be eaſily ſeen that it tends ſtrongly to confirm what I 
have here advanced. The ſame thing cannot be ſaid of 
the greater number of the women. Courageous with re 
flection, their deliberate coolneſs knows neither oppoſition 
nor fear; being equally ſkilful with their huſbands in ma- 


naging their horſes, and in the uſe of fire arms, they are 


much more indefatigable, and never retire on the APPEaT. ; 
ance of danger: they are real Amazons. | 
I knew a widow who managed her own plantation * 
and when the wild beaſts came to alarm her flocks, the 
mounted her horſe, followed them in cloſe purſuit, and 
never left them till the had either killed en or obliges 


them to quit her grounds, 


During one of my excurſions two years e to 
the great Nimiqua Land, I ſaw upon a very deſert plan- 
tation a young girl of twenty, who always went along 
with her father on horſeback, when he took the field, 5 
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the head of his people, to drive off the Boſhmen whe 
came to diſturb his repoſe. In the face of their poiſoned 


arrows, ſhe would follow them with fury, overtake them 


in their way, and fire upon them without pity. 
The hiftory of the Cape mentions a great number of 


women who have lignalized themſelves by acts of valour 
Th dong might do honour to the moſt reſolute of the other 


SX. 


8 remote plantation with der two ſons, the oldeſt of 


whom was not more than eighteen years of age, ſtill af. 


Forded a ſubject for converſation at the Cape, when I. 
came there. One dark night ſhe and all her family being 


awakened by the kicking and bellowing of her oxen and 


cos, which were in an encloſure not far diſtant, every 


body ſeized to their arms, and haſtened towards the 


Place from which the noiſe came. When they came to 


pales, was making dreadful deſtruction among the cattle; 
and no other reſource was left but to enter the encloſure, 


the ſpot, they found a lion, which, having got over the 


to ſeize the ferocious animal, and to kill him. None of 


the ſlaves or Hottentots belonging to this woman had 
however courage enough to try this expedient ; and even 
her two ſons would not venture to preſent themſelves be- 
fore the ferocious beaſt. In this dilemma the intrepid 
_ widow entered by herſelf, armed with a muſquet; and 


penetrating to the lion, which by reaſon of the darkneſs 


was ſcarcely viſible, ſhe diſcharged her piece: but unfor- 


tunately the animal being only wounded, darted upon 


her with the utmoſt violence, and overthrew her. On 


hearing the crizs'of their poor mother, the two children 


flew to her relief; and becoming deſperate at this horrid 


ſight, while the formidable lion was engaged with his 
prey, they fell upon him, and ſtrangled him, though too 
late, on the mangled body of their mother. Beſides ſe- 
veral deep wounds which the had got in her throat, and 


bother parts of her body, the lion had torn off one of her 
hands above the wriſt, and devoured it. Every poſſible 


aſſiſtance was immediately given to her: but ſhe died that 


evening in great agony, amidſt the unavailing lamentati- 


ons of her laren and llaves gathered ned about 


| her. 
4 have 


The tragical fate of a ; widow, who reſided upon a ve- 
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1 have already mentioned that Hans gave me every 
information that 1 required as to Caffraria. He inform- 


ed me that the territories in which I then was, belonged 


to a powerful prince, who lived thirty leagues diltant 


from us, to the northward, and that he was called king 


Faroo. He recommended to me to penetrate as far as 


the place of his abode; aſſuring me that I had no cauſe 
to fear, and no hazard to run: on the contrary, he told 
me that both the prince and his ſubjects would receive. 
ne with great ſatisfaction; in hopes that, when I return- 
ed to the Cape, a relation of what I had ſeen of their 
manners, their character, and their manner of life, would 
elface thule unfavourable impreſſions every where enter- 
tained of them, from the accounts of the planters, whom 
they hated; and that perhaps they would then be ſuffer- 
ed to enjoy tranquillity, the only requeſt which ey. 


ſought from the white people. 


At firſt fight, this reaſoning was olanſble and alluring | 


and I was fully convinced of all the advantages which 
might ariſe to me from the execution of ſuch a project. 


] ſuffered myſelf, indeed, to be almoſt convinced; but, 
on the other hand, if through prudence, or exceſs of con- 
fidence, I ſhould loſe the fruits of all my travels, or if I 
ſhould happen to be lain, this ſtep would be conſidered 
as a malterpicce of folly and extravagance. I well knew 


the changeable and uniteady diſpoſition of the offsprin 


of the whites and the Hottentots ; and I recollected, for 
the firſt time, on what this man might be capable fe do- 
ing. The bribe of a ſingle glaſs of brandy might make 
him a traitor: he was ſriendly to the Caffres ; had ſpent 
part of his time among them; and, belides this, he had 


come from a retreat which I had every reaſon to dread, 
and was there perhaps only to watch the motions of the 


planters, and to betray them. It might not be impoſſi- 
ble that his deſign was to ſacrifice me, that he might. 
ſhare my effects with the Caffres; and to gain ſome merit 


among them, by ſeducing me into a ſnare? 


Having duly weighed theſe motives for a long time, 


and agitated by a thouſand contrary ideas, and in- 

capable of taking any reſolution myſelf, I ſuddenly fix- 
ed upon an ealier and much more prudent plan. Thus 
{ gained a little more time to indulge in new reffecti- 
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5 ons, and to get better information, without be 


I determined to ſend a 


deputation to king Faroo; and, on the firſt propoſal 
made to Hans, he accepted this commiſſion without the 


- ſmalleſt ſcruple. 


take every precaution. 


| Though his conduct upon this occaſion 
appeared to preſage well, I was however determined to 
This young meſtizo promiſed to 
engage two or three of his friends to undertake the jour- 
ney along with him; and to theſe I added two of my 
moſt confidential Hottentots, Adams and Slanger, Who 
were to give a relation to the king of every thing which | 


I had done for eleven months before, from the time that 


I left the Cape. 


That he might be enabled to judge that 


curioſity alone had brought me to his territories, I char- 


ged my meſſengers to inform him that, being born in a- 
nother world, and above all a {tranger ! in Africa, I was 


in no reſpect either a ſriend to the planters who were con- 


ductin 
deſigns; 


g the war againſt him, or an accomplice in cheir 
. that I did not even live amongſt them; that I 
| highly diſliked their conduct; and, in a word, that he 


might reſt aſſured that, white I remained in his. country, 


be would have no reaſon to be uneaſy at my conduct or : 
motions, as they tended to one harmleſs end, that of 
gaining ſuch objects as related to my taſte and ſtudies; 


and that, far from carrying ravage and terror into his 
territories, I would on the contrary ſeize every opportu- 


nity of being beneficial to his ſubjects and to himſelf, as 
I had been to ſeveral Hottentot hordes, who neither 
_ doubted my fincerity, nor declined my aſſiſtance: I add- 

| ed, that the government at the Cape, to whom 1 would 


5 give a juſt account of every thing I had ſeen, would loſe 


no time to reſtore quiet to his territories, and to re-eſtablith 
that harmony which had ſubſiſted between him and the 


planters. Having inſtructed my deputies in this manner, 


eſpecially thoſe belonging to my camp, to whom I en- 


_ joined the greateſt ſecrecy as to certain particulars which | 
L entruſted to them alone (ſuch for inſtance, as the ex- 
1 Fr eſs orders I gave them to bring ſome Caffres along with 
them, that 1 might be able to judge what degree of con- 
fidence they placed in me, and to ſee how far I ought to 

5 grant them mine), L gave them a few preſents. tor the 
"Piers and ſent them away, 


Having promiſed to re- 
turn | 
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turn ſpeedily to Koks. Kraal, where I was to wait for 
them, each of them made ſuch e as he thought 
needful, and then they ſet out. 


I ſet out myſelf in the morning; and, alter a march 


of three hours, we found ourſelves on the banks of the 
Groot-Vis-Rivier, where the heat wasintolerable. Though 


the earth, which was overſpread with large round peb- - 
bles, made the way exceedingly laborious for the oxen, 
we went along the banks of the river, but, ſpent with 


fatigue, we were obliged to halt, at the diſtance of three 
hundred paces from its current: it was then only four 


in the afternoon. Whilit we were making the uſual pre- 
parations to enable us to ſpend the night i in peace, I 
walked towards the banks of the river; not far from 
which I obſerved the remains of a kraal belonging to the 


Caffres. Curioſity having led me to go up to it, I found 


ſeveral huts perfectly complete, and others altogether 


demoliſhed: but I ſaw a more diſmal ſpectacle in ſome 


human bones which lay ſcattered here and there. From 

their apparent age, I ſuppoſed that they were the relics 
of thoſe unhappy wretches whom the planters had made 
the firſt victims of their vengeance; and that they had 


been left there ſince the beginning of this unjuſt war. 
Me ſpent the night of the 1oth without the leaſt inter- 
ruption. Some hyznas, indeed, vilited us; but being 


accuſtomed to ſuch guelts, they gave very little trouble. 


In the morning, my Hottentots, when they returned 


from procuring us water, told me that they had feen ſe- 


veral freſh traces of koedoes* and hippopotami. As 


our ſupply of proviſion was nearly ſpent, and the weather 
favourable, I determined to ſpend this day in hunting. 


My people having ſeparated themſelves on the edge of 


the river, that they might diſcover the preciſe ſpot 4 K 


theſe hippopotami frequented, I myſelf went to the oppo=- 


fire fide, in hopes to find ſome koedoes or other game. 


I however ſaw only a few ſtraggling antelopes, and ſome _ 
flocks of oſtriches. As I was on foot, and finding that 
1 could not by any means approach them, 1 began to 


ſuſpect that all the day would be ſpent in contemplation 


and courſing; but, after having traverſed a great deal 
of ground, 1 ſuddenly noticed, na plain which was co- 


vered | 
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wich very fortunately did not obſerve me. 3 
by a man who went with me, I approached with grea 

- precaution ;- and, when we were within two hundred ny 


ces of them, I defired him to fire firſt ; for, as I was 


ning, I wiſhed to reſerve my thot till the molt dubious 


him he was miſtaken, for we found only one wound and 
which I faſtened to the ground, to. frighten away teroci- 
does; becauſe, the male being ſlain, 1 was convinced 
that the females would not go far. We noticed ſome 


traces of blood, which plainly evinced that one of them 
had been wounded : and indeed, at four hundred paces 


the male, and it was by ah ance only that he hit the fe- 
male. Having taken off the ſkin, and taken out its 


tigued by this labour, and our appetite beginning to be 
: the delicacy of the food, but I recolle& that, though we 


paſts I ever made in my life: after this we tied the four 


| while 
E... The later 1 bad not cat for ome time, 


vered with long graſs and a few ſhrubs, ſeven koedoes,. 


convinced that I could overtake theſe animals by run- 


moment. The moment he had fired, they all betook 
themſelves to flight, as I ſuppoſed, but very fortunately 
as they paſſed me, about thirty paces, I killed the wont & 
male one which was in the lock. My Hottentot inſiſted 
that this was the animal he had fired at; but I ſatisfied 


ball in it. Having covered it with a few branches of 
trees, and tied my handkerchief to the end of a pole, 


ous animals, we ſet out in ſearch of the reſt of the koe- 


_ diſtant, we found one juſt expiring. My Hottentot, 
whom I had reproached for a bad markſman, was high- ; 
Iy flattered by this event; but he had taken his aim at 


bowels, we thought we might then both of us be able, 
as the diſtance was not very great, to carry it to the ſpot _ 
| Where we had left the male. Being conſiderably fa- 


 whetted, we kindled a few ſticks, and broiled the liver. 
1 cannot ſay whether it was owing to our hunger, or to 


had neither ſalt nor bread*, I could ſcarcely be ſatisfied 
_ with it; and that this was one of the molt exquilite re- 


feet of the animal together, and with a pole carried it u- 
pon our ſhoulders to the other which we had killed. I 
then ſent off my Hottentot to bring me two horſes, with 
ga few of his companions, and we 1oon carried the game 
to our camp. Some infantly filled the kettles wich it, 
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while others broiled ſteaks of it upon the hot coals ; ands 


in leſs than two hours, two thirds of the fleſh was gone. 


While proviſions are plenty, the Hottentots are glut» 
tonous, but, in. times of ſcarcity, they ean be ſatisfied 


with a very little. In this reſpe&t I may compare them 
to hyznas, or other carnivorous animals, which devour 


g on futurity, 


all their prey in a moment, without thinking 


and which indeed remain ſeveral days without finding 


any food, and are ſometimes ſorced to appeaſe their 


hunger with clay. A Hottentot can eat in one day ten 

or twelve pounds of meat; but, on urgent occaſions, a a 
few locuſts, a piece of honeycomb, and often a piece of 0 
the leather of his ſandals, will ſatisfy him. I could never 
make mine underſtand that it was prudent to keep a little 

proviſion for the following day. They not only eat as 
much as they can, but they diſtribute the fragments to 


whomſoever they meet with; they are never diſturbed as 


to the conſequence of this prodigality. le auill hunt, ſay 


they —or che wil! Heep. The latter is a reſource which 
often relieves them in caſes of neceſſity. I never tra- 


velled thoſe barren and deſert places, where game is rare, 
without ſeeing whole hordes of theſe ſavages lying aſleep 
in their kraals, a too certain mark of their wretched ſitu- 
ation; but what may appear very remarkable, though I 
have obſerved it more than twenty times, is, that they 
can ſleep, and deceive at their pleaſure the moit urgent 
want of nature. There are however ſome wakeful mo- 
ments which prevail againit cuſtom, and all their powers. 
In ſuch caſes they uſe another expedient no leſs wonder- 
ful, and which, though ſcarcely credible, is nevertheleſs 


ſo certain that it cannot be denied. I have ſeen them 


confine their ſtomachs with a leather bandage, in order 


to abate their hunger, which they ſupport for a long time, 


and appeaſe with very little. This curious plan of em- 
ploying ligatures is alſo among them a general cure, 
which they uſe for all diſeaſes. They bind a cloſe ban- 
dage round the head, or any other part affected, and 
think that in repreſing the diſtemper they drive it away. 
J have been more than once preſent at ſuch operations z * 
and, after they had done according to the patients with, | 
I have ſeen them become quite compoſed, and reply with | 
More readineſs when 1 ns ns tenderly how they were, | 
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and aſſure me they found great eaſe. However whimfi- 

cal this cuſtom may ſeem, it would not be ſo commonly 

adopted by theſe people, did it not anſwer che high idea 
Which they have formed of it. 

The Hottentots whom I had ſent in queſt of hippopo- 
| tami ſoon returned, and told me, that in coaſting along 
the river they ſaw one in a place ſo covered with reeds, _ 
_ that it was impollible to reach the water in order to e- 

amine it more cloſely, but that every time he drew near 

to the ſurface to breathe they had heard him diſtin@ly ; 


| that they had in vain tired ſeveral times to frighten him, 
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and make him alter his ſituation ; and that probably next 
morning he would take another ſpot more favourable to 
our defigns, They had fallen in with about twenty but 8 
faloes allo, but they did not kill one of them. 
I he following night, being the 11th of the month, we 
were viſited by ſome lions, hyænas, and jackals, which 
kept us conſtantly on our guard till two o'clock in the 
morning. The ſmell of our ſteaks and freſh provitions 
had no doubt attracted them. We found it very hard to 
keep our horſes ſtill, and eſpecially the one I had pur- 
_ chaſed from Mr Mulder in the country of Auteniqua. 
On hearing the cries of theſe wild animals, this young 
horſe was ſo frightened, that we were obliged to put 
ſhackles on his four legs, and double reins to his head, 
to prevent him from killing himſelf: the appearance of 
Z day reſtored to us however our former quiet. 
The preceding evening I had ſent a Hottentot to re- 
connottre Koks-Kraal, which was the rendezvous where 
I had agreed to wait for my deputies. They had been 
gone only three days; and as I could not expect to ſee 
them ſo early, I thought that this retreat might enable 
me to adopt a new plan of lite; and it was here that I 
purpoſed for a little while to ere& my petty empire, if 
bad news, or ſome misfortune, did not oblige my meſ- 
ſengers to return. I had however no time to loſe; and 
| foreſight, always more indiſpenſable, and which I made 
a a molt rigid law, ſufficiently ſpurred me on to be expe- 
ditious. On the report of my commiſſioners, I judged 
_ that we might encamp very conveniently in Koks-Kraal; 
and the firſt view of this charming place did not diſap- 
Poier my oxpecation. . reached 1 it in three hours, 


We 
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dye found an encloſure about fiſty feet ſquare, formed by 


a dry hedge of branches of trees and thorns ; it was bro- 
ken down in ſome places, but it needed ſcarcely a day to 
repair it. For ſheltering our cattle the diſcovery of this 


_encloſure was ſo much the more fortunate, as it com- 
manded a view of almoſt all the neighbourhood ; on one 
fide we noticed the river, from which we were not more 
than three or four hundred paces. Wild heaſts, howe- 
ver, were not the chief objects of my diſquiet; I thought 
more of ſecuring them from the Caftres ſcattered through 


the country. I conſidered that, not knowing the pacitic 
ſteps which I was following with one of their kings, and 


being unacquainted with my manner of thinking as to 
them, they might every moment come to attack my 
camp; and the perſon whom I chiefly feared, was he to 
whom 1 had entruſted the conditions of my embaſſy. 
Having ſeen with his own eyes the number of people 


which continued with me, and my ſtrength as well as my 


' weakneſs, and knowing from my own information my 


plan and the place where we were to meet, he could ei- 


ther corrupt ſuch of my people as accompanied him, or 


betray and kill them by the way. What was there at 


that period to prevent him from coming unexpectedly at 


the head of a numerous party, and falling upon me, and, 


by one of thoſe ſtrokes too frequent in war, effacing my 
name from the number of the living? I mult openly ac- 


knowledge, that with the well formed deſign of ſelling _ 
my lite at a dear rate, my terror increaſed according to 
the precautions which I took every day with regard to 


my ſafety ; but, as the time after the departure of my 


embaſſy increaſed; my thoughts became a little calmer : 
long abſence diminiſhed the danger, and at length theſe £ 


_ diſmal ideas became familiar to me. 


Having deſired my large tent to be pitched without 


the encloture, and at one "of its ends, I cauſed it to be 


ſurrounded by a few falſe huts to deceive the enemy, * 
we had atterapted at Klyn- Vis- Rivier. At the one end 
of the encloſure, oppoſite to my tent, and in one of its 
corners, we formed a ſeparate place for my horſes, with 


another for the ſneep and goats. Near theſe I fitted up 
my ſmall tent, in which I intended to fleep ; and we rai- 
ted the hedge of the encloture lo much wich prickly trees, 


that 
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that it was not poſſible for any ferocious l to leap 


over it: by theſe means my flocks were quite ſafe in a 


ſpace forty feet ſquare, which was abundantly wide and 


convenient. This ſort of a fortification might, if need- 


ful, have even anſwered both me and my people as a 


place of retreat, where we could Have n two > thou- 


IN land Caffres. 


Theſe regulations ſaticfied all my companions, till 


more unhappy than their chief, and I ſaw them reſume 
by degrees their former chearfulneſs. We did not how- 
ever forget the uſual precautions on the approach of 
night: about fifty paces from each ſide of the encloſure 
We lighted large fires, to frighten away the lions and the 


hyzenas, and, for the grea iter ſafety, we kindled others 
around us. This arr: angement was attended with the 


completeſt ſucceſs. I followed my ordinary employment, 
And thought Ot nothing elſe but hunting. Having ob- 
_ ſerved the firſt afternoon {ome peroquets flying about in 
the air in order to go and drink at the river, 1 watched 
for them, and was fortunate enough to kill one cf them, 


It was a new ſpecies, which has never yet been deſcribed : 


it comes nearer in ſize to that of the aſh- coloured pero- 


quet of Guinea; the colour is generally a green of diflcr- 


ent ſhades, but the legs and the tip of the wings are of a 
beautiful orange. I ſhall give a full account of it in my 
_ deſcription of birds. We were likewiſe viſited in. the 
day time by conliderable troops of bawians, or apes of 
the ſame ſpecies as my friend Aces. Theſe animals, a- 
mazed to ſee fo many people, were ſtill more ſo at ſeeing 


one of their own kind rema unrg very quietly among us, 


and to hear him anſwer them in good ha age. One 


S 2 


day they came down from a little hill which was near my 
camp; and in leſs than half an hour upwards of an 
hundred of them, prompted by curioſity, ſurrounded us, 
cConſtantly repeating gou-a- con, gou-d-COu, for Kees's voice 
had emboldened them much. There were many of them 


of a much larger ſize than the reſt, but they were all of 


the ſame ſpecies: they performed a thouſand tricks and 
| gelticulations, which would be in vain to attempt deſcri— 
bing. Thoſe would be greatly deceived who ſhould 
= judge of them from theſe degenerated apes, which pine 
a a Kate of Haverys languor, and fear, in Turope, or 
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which are gige d by the careſſes of our ladies, or poiſon- 


ed by their dainties. The thick atmoſphere of our cli— 
mates damps their natural livelineſs, and deſtroys them, 
neicher can they be made to laugh but by means of 
blows. 

A ſingularity however, which I ard already Ka: OCs 
ton to take notice of, attracted my attention. Kees, 


which I held by the paw, though he knew theſe animals__ 
to be of the ſame ſpecies, and. replied to them, would 


never £0 near them. I dragged him towards them, but, 


contented with being on their guard, they thewed no 
ſigns of fear, and ſaw me approach with as much tran- 


quillity as Rees ſnewed agitation in reſiſting. He ſud- 
denly made his eſcape from me, and ran to hide him- 


ſelf in my tent. The reaſon of this terror was probably 


owing to his fearing that they would carry him along 
with them. He was very ſtrongly attached to me, and 


I with to do him honour for this feeling. In the mean 
while the reſt of the apes continued their geſticulations, 
and appeared to force themſelves to thew tricks and to 


cry for my amuſement, till wearied by their noiſe, and 
this ſpectacle, T wiſhed to get my ſelf another. On fi- 


ring a gun, all my dogs were ſoon at their heels; and it 
was very entertaining to ſee in how light a manner. and 


with what velocity they fled ; they. dilperſed themlelves 


immediately, and, Jeaping from rock to rock, e 
ed as quick as lightning. | | 


I was awakened on the 13th v very early in the morning 


with the cry of a bird to which I was a ſtranger. Its 


tones, which were full and well fupported, had no affini- 


ty to any thing of the kind I had ever heard before. As 


they ſeemed to be really extraordinary, L inſtantly got up, 


and got cloſe to the bird without being obſerved : jy as : 


it was ſcarcely day, I ſaw it but very indiltiovly through 
the buſhy branches of a tree where it perched, and I was 


ſo unlucky as to let it eſcape. By its flight, however, I 


could obſerve that it was a goat- ſucker* I indeed was 


not miſtaken, for ſome days "after [ had an eee 


of killing a good many of them. | 
Vor. I. . | 5 This 


„ he goat Glo nb called alſo in x ſome parts of 9 the 
churn owl, or fern owl, | 
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This is a very different bird from the goat- ſucker known 


in Europe, and which has only one plaintive cry ſimilar 
to that of the common toad, which probably has occaſi- 
_ oned,its French name“; but that of Africa is very diſ- 
tin, and ſuch as cannot poſſibly be imitated. It conti- 
nues finging for hours after ſun-ſet, ſometimes even all 
the night; and this difference, added to that of the tea” 
thers, makes it a new ſpecies. 


I likewiſe killed many very pretty birds ; 5 and among 


others a barbet , of a very ſmall unknown ſpecies, and 
a cuckoo which I called the bawlert, becauſe its ſhrill 
cry may indeed be heard at a very great diſtance: this 
cry, or to ſpeak more correctly, this ſong, has no affini- 
ty to that of our cuckoo in Europe, and the plumage al- 
ſo is quite different. In this canton, I alſo found a great 
number of the golden cuckoos which Buffon deſcribes 
under the name of the green golden cuckhoo of the Cape. 
This bird is certainly the molt beautiful of its ſpecies, tor 
its plumage is enriched with white, green, and gold. 
Sitting on the tops of large trees, it always repeats, and 
that with a varied modulation, theſe ſyllables, di, di, di- 
dliric, as diſtundly as I have written them ; for this reaſon 
I have given it the name: of the didric: . As I was thus 
entertaining myſelf in purſuing ſome ſmall birds, I ob- 
| ſerved a flock of vultures and crows, which were making 
aà great noiſe, and ſoaring round about in the air. When 


I came to the ſpot almoſt below them, I ſaw the re- 


mains of a buffalo, which had been devoured by lions 
probably not twenty-four hours before. When I firſt 
ſaw the field of battle, J concluded that the conflict muſt 
have been really terrible; all the ground about ſeemed 
to have been beat and trod upon; I could number how 
often the buffalo had been Ne down, and I found 
tufts of the lion's mane ſcattered up and down, which 
the former had undoubtedly torn ava cither with his 
i horns or his feet. | 


Having ſeen near to this ſpot, which was not very 4 


"Goat from the river, the freſh traces of two hippopotami, 
Tt followed theſe 8 and wy not! 880 the Place where 


the 


$ adds . or the ons toad. 
4 Bucco capenſis Linn, | 
4 ln French Criard, 
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the entails had again entered the water. I liſtened with 


183 


great attention, but I heard nothing; and the banks of 


the river were ſo loaded with reeds and ſhrubs, that I 


could not get near to them. "Theſe animals therefore 


had every advantage to enable them to hide themſelves, | 


and to ſhun rifing up from the water to breathe. It 


would have been ſpending time to wait for them; the 
dinner hour was approaching, and J was both wearied 


and hungry. As I had gone too far in ſearch of my 


goat - ſucker and other birds, I ſet out on my return to 
the camp by the ſhorteſt road; and while: I was proceed- 

ing towards the eaſt, and directing my route by the ſun, 
the report of a gun, fired almoſt At my ear, ſtartled me, 


and filled me with the greateit apprehenſion, as it was 


not expected. Satisfied that it could only be fired by 
_ ſome of my people, I ran towards the place from whence . 
the ſound proceeded, and found one of my worſt markſ- 
men waſting my powder to no purpoſe. He informed 
me that he had been watching an hippopotamus from 
day break, that he had fired at him, and that he had 
not the ſmalleſt doubt of his being killed. A very bad 
markſman may ſometimes do execution by chance; and 


although it was neceſſary to watch more than a quarter 
of an hour before we could notice the animal riſe up 


K* om the water, I determined to watch him myſelf, and ; 
to ſend my Hottentot in ſearch of more people; giving 
bim in charge at the ſame time to bring me ſome food. 


In about an hour and a half, which JI ſpent very impati- 


ently, my people came up, but the hippopotamus had 
not appeared. The hunter however aſſured me, that af- 
ter he had fired he had ſeen him plunge into the water, 


and had obſerved alſo a violent ebullition and ſeveral 


ſpots of blood upon the ſurface. He added, that as the 


current was very lirong, the animal might perhaps have 


been carried down by it, which I thought by no means 
Improbable; upon this account he ſet out in expectation of 
| finding it lower down, while I went Again to my Emp | 


to diile& the birds that I had killed. _ | | 

About three this afternoon we were overtaken by a 
Arenal ſtorm; and the foreſt upon the border of the 
mountain was repeatedly ſtruck with lightning. One of 


Wy people came back with an antelope he had killed 
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and he who had fired at the river horſe returned very 
late without having feen any thing. This diſappoint- 
ment afforded his companions a ſubject for ridiculing 
him. He became the object of the ſarcaſms of all my 


_ wits 3 every one laid in his word; and they withed to 


convince kin that the animal at which he fired had been 


Th but a guana*. Theſe pleaſantries being inſenſibly tun- 


ed into abuſe, 1 perceived that their ridicule was about 
to be concluded by a combat with fiſts; but by a fit gle. 


word I put an end to their warmth, and ſilenced the On 


rators. „ 

I.)he rain on \ the Ach fell fo plentiſully durin g the whole 
night, that it put out our fires, nor were we able to light 
them again. Our dogs made a terrible noiſe, which kept 


us all from ſleep, but we ſaw no ſerocious animals. I 


noticed that in theſe rainy nights the lion, the tyger, and 
the hyæna, are quite ſilent, and then it is that the moſt 
danger is to be dreaded ; for as thele animals never ceaſe 
on ſuch occaſions to range through the fields, they fall 


on their prey without giving warning, and without al- 
lowing people time to be upon the watch. What fill in- 


creaſes the dread which this diſagreeable circumſtance 


occaſions is, that the moiſture deprives the dogs of their 
| ſenſe of ſmelling, and for this reaſon they are uſeleſs. 


My people were too well convinced of this riſque ; ſor 
_ Vrhen the rain had extinguiſhed our fires, it was with 
great difficulty they could be prevailed on to light them 
again, ſo much were they in dread of being ſurpriſed. 

It muſt be confeſſed indeed, that ſtormy nights in the 


| deſerts of Africa give a picture of deſolation, and people 


find themſelves involuntarily ſtruck with terror. When 
_ overtaken by theſe deluges, they ſoon penetrate a tent, 


and wet all the mats; continued flaſhes of lightning in 
their rapid paſſage exhibit a momentary blaze amidſt the 


moſt profound darkneſs; the loud claps of thunder, which 
burſt forth on all ſides with a terrible noiſe, ſeem to claſh 
together, and are multiplied by being re-echoed from hill 


tio hill; the cries of domeſtic animals, and a few intervals 
of awful ſilence, all tend to render the ſcene more terrible, 


: ws the NE: of being attacked x wild bealts {till in- 


creaſes | 


3 The guana isa s larg kind of f lizard, very common in the rivers 
* Arien. 1 
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ereaſes the common dread: nothing but the appearance of 


day can leſſen the terror, and reſtore quiet to nature, 


The next morning was {till gloomy : the atmoſphere 
was loaded with clouds, and the rain redoubled at inter- 
vals. Being therefore very little inclined to go abroad, 
I employed myſelf in reviewing my collection of birds, 7 
which 1 had recently preſerved. As I had a quantity 
| ſufficient to fill a box, I arranged then i in one with much 
care, and daubed it over with pitch as uſual, to prevent 
inſects from penetrating into it. The number of thoſe. 
which I now poſſeſſed, together with thoſe 1 had before 
| ſent from the country of Auteniqua, endeckt ſeven hun- 
dred. | 
The ſky became 3 about four in the- afternoon, 
and very ſeaſonably revived our drooping ſpirits. We 
therefore reſumed our ordinary occupations, and I en- 
tertained myſelf with cauſing my people fire at a mark, 
Which gave them much entertainment. From time to 
time I took care to allow them this indulgence, as it ex- 
erciſed them; and I obſerved, from the beginning of my 
journey, that their courage increaſed in proportion to 
their dexterity : but they held it as a great favour what 
I allowed only with a political view of rendering. my ca- 
ravan more ſecure, The cuſtomary prize was a portion 
of tobacco; a bottle hung from a rock was the mark, 
and the terms were to break it at the diſtance of two 
hundred and fifty paces. One named Pit won the prize 
that day at the fifty- fourth ſhot; and he very generouſly | 
ſhared it with all the reſt of the contenders. The balls 
were not all loſt; they were almoſt all got at the bottom 
of the rock, but it was needfal to Cs chem all caſt over 


Wan : 


About un' et the - fe ſeemed to announce * 3 
the following morning, I formed a deſign of hunting hip- 
popotami in proper form. I therefore ſent ſeveral men 
to try what diſcoveries they could make upon the banks 
of the river: we cleaned all our fire arms, and caſt ſeve- 
ral balls of a large ſize, into which I put, according to 
the African manner, an eighth part of tin. By theſe 
means balls are capable to make a greater reſiſtance, and 
they penetrate better, becauſe they do not turn flat when 
they meet with bones. Their effect would be more cer- 
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tain ic] it were poſſible to uſe pure tin only; but being | 
then much lighter, they would not fly ſo far, nor hit o 
exactly. W hen our fires were kindled for the night, 
Which was not readily done, as the earth was damp, and 
our wood very wet, I regaled my people with tea, and J 


am convinced that upon one ounce they poured at leaſt 
1 pints of boiling water. 


This evening was one of the moſt entertaining 1 had 


ever enjoyed. I got ſtill the ſame jokes and the ſame 
„ ery! tales from theſe good people, who, all ſeated a- 
bou 

and, anxious to engage his attention and give him evi- 
dence of their attachment and ſincerity, made him eaſily 
forget what maſterpiece was crowned that day in ſuch or 


a large fire, endeavoured to entertain their maſter, 


ſuch an academy. My Lyceum was certainly as good 


as any other of the ſame kind. The valour to be exhi- 
bited next morning in hunting the hippopotamus was 
chiefly brought upon the carpet: every one expected to 


be of che party; and I had great difficulty to arrange it 


fo as to pleaſe all. I was anxious that ſome of theſe 
ſportſmen {hould be diſperſed throughout the country, to 
ſhoot antelopes, on which I had more dependance for 
proviſions than on hippopotami, as the banks of the river 
were ſo ſpread with reeds and large trees, that it always 
ſeemed to me more and more difficult to diſcover them, 
and to get near to them. As night was in the mean 
while advancing, and as I did not find thoſe hunters ar- 
rive whom I had ſent out to make diſcoveries, I defired 
my largeſt fuſee to be fired three times; yet it was near- 
ly half an hour before they got any anſwer. At length, 
however, we overheard, four or five minutes after each 
other, three reports, which gave us cauſe to conclude 
that they had perhaps fallen in with ſome of theſe ani- 
mals. A quarter of an hour thereafter, we heard three 
reports more; but the ſound did not appear to proceed 
from ſo great a diſtance as the former: at length the fi- 
ring continued at ſtated intervals, and appeared more 
and more to approach us; which led us to believe that 
theſe unhappy people were purſued by ſome ferocious a- 
nimals. For this reaſon, I ran immediately to meet 
them; and, when I found them, they ſeemed to be 
trembling and in great terror, They had, however, ſeen 


nothing; 
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nothing; but, by the reſtleſſneſs of the two dogs which 
they had carried with them, it was too clear that their 
lives had been in hazard from lions, and that they had 
narrowly eſcaped. The dogs indeed had not deceived 
them. I learned from them likewiſe, that they had 
heard the ſnorting of ſome hippopotami above the place 
in which they had hid themſelves : this account refreſhed 
my hopes; but, as we had great need of reſt, I retired 
to my tent. Scarcely had I fallen aſleep, when, at about 
halt an hour after eleven, I was quickly alarmed by the 
roaring of a lion, which was heard by another, that ſeem- 
ed at firlt to make anſwer from a very great diſtance ; 
but in a quarter of an hour the latter Joined him, and 
both of them began to prowl around our camp. We 
marched about, however, with ſo much courage and 
ſpeed, and we fired fo frequently, that we frightened. 
them by the noiſe, and obliged them to leave us. We 
had now no queſtion that they were the ſame which had 
followed our hunters. On this occaſion they were obli- 
ged for their ſafety to the dogs, which they had taken 
along with them: being told by them of the danger 
which threatened them, the ſignals of diſtreſs meant tor : 
us had been ſufficient to Keep the enemy at a diſtance. 
It is almoſt impoſſible to conceive how much the bold- 
eſt dogs tremble when a lion approaches. Nothing is 
_eafter than to diſcover, by their looks, in the night time, 
what ſort of wild beaſts are in the neighbourhood. If a 
hon, the dog, without ſtirring from the Tpot, begins ro 
how in a moſt diſmal tone; he ſeems very unealy and 
_ reſtleſs ; he comes to his matter, keeps cloſe by him, and 
fawns upon him as if he meant to ſay, You muſt defend me. 
Other domeſtic animals are under as great agitation ; all 
of them get up; none of them remain in a lying poſture ; 
and the oxen bellow in a plaintive way, but with a low 
voice. Horſes beat the earth, and caper about in every 
direction; goats ſhew their iar alſo by peculiar ſigns; 
and ſheep, with their heads hung down, collect them- 
' ſelves into a body, and preſs as cloſely againſt one ano- 
| ther as they are able. They appear then as one mals, 
and continue in that poſition without the ſmalleſt motion. 
Man only, gay __ conadent ot his own ſuperiority, 


takes 


138 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. | 
takes up. his arms, his heart beats with impatience, and 
pants after his victim. | 


On theſe occaſions the terror of Kees was Rill more 


evident. Equally frightened by the reports of our guns 
__ which we fired on the "approach of the lion, the lJealt:3 mo- 
tion would make him ſtart; he moaned like a ſick per- 
ſon, and dragged himſelf along by my ſide in a moit lan- 
guid ſtate. My cock appeared only aſtoniſhed at the 
convulſive agitation of my camp, while a common hawk 
would have caſt him into the utmoſt conſternation. He 
was more afraid of the ſmell of a weaſel than all the lions 
of Africa together. Thus every animal has ſome enemy 
which it defies, and the latter in its turn yields to a 
fironger. Man, however, defies all, but thoſe of his 
own ſpecies. 


We obſerve indeed: that animals of the fe ſpecies 


| fight with one another; but they are led to this, merely 
for a moment, by love, the only paſſion which diſunites 
them, atter which every thing again returns to its form- 
er courle. A more continued and permanent diſlike may 
however be obſerved among domeſtic animals. Is this 
the conſequence of education or of example? N 
But again as to the different marks by which danger 
is announced, and it may be readily underſtood that no- 
body has had a better opportunity of oblerving them in 
the minuteſt manner. All the books and compilations, | 
and all the ſpeculative elocution in the world, can never 
overthrow obſervations ſo frequently repeated on the 


grand theatre of the African deſerts. 


If a hyzna prowls in the neighbourhood, the boldeſt 
LY of the dogs purſue him to a certain diſtance, and feem 
to be very little afraid of him; and an ox continues lying 
ſtill without ſhewing terror, unleſs it be a young one, 
which now for the firſt time hears this dangerous animal. 
Ihe caſe is the ſame with che horſe, which, with his foot 
faſtened to his halter, continues all * in the meadows, 
and exhibits no kind of terror. i 
If it be jackals (a ſort of foxes) that are ranging a- 
| round, the dogs follow them briſkly as far as they can; 
unleſs, luckily for the latter, there ihould be lions or 
: Menz! in 2 the PORE for as foon ; as they obſerve 
* | | them | 
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then, fear forces them to return, and brings them ſoon 
back again to their retreat. | 


The Hottentots alledge that the jackal is a foy to other 


wild bealts, and that it comes to provoke and hinder the 


dogs, in order that the lion or the hyzna, taking that op- 
portunity, may more readily lay hold of their prey, 
which, as an acknowledgement for the ſervice received, 
they ſhare with them in a friendly manner. ; 5 
What I myſelf have ſeen confirms pretty much this | 
aſſertion, which, perhaps, may be a little exaggerated. 
Whatever may be in this, it is certain that the moment 
the jackals begin their concerts, the hyænas never fail to 
come up ſpeedily ; but they do not diſcover themſelves 
openly, till they ſee the dogs quite engaged. We always 
kept two of them linked together, to bark in the abſence 
of the reſt, in order to hinder the hyznas, which are lets 
afraid of fire than the lion, from coming too near us. 
The next morning, the 15th, day-light had ſcarcely 
come in, when we were on foot. After breakfaſt, I ſet _ 
off three hunters to the woods and the plain, with orders 
to go in queſt of buffaloes, antelopes, gnous, and koedoes; 
whilſt I took with me four of the beſt markſmen, and | 
three men to carry my large fuſee, ammunition, and a 
few pieces of dried fleſh, 1:& we ſhould be obliged to 
| ſpend all the day in the field; and, leaving old Swane- 
poel, with the reſt of my people, to proteſt the camps we 
ſet out. e 
As we proceeded along the ſide of the river, we kept 
as cloſe to the banks as we could, keeping the utmoſt 
ſilence. In this manner we proceeded three hours with- 
out obſerving any thing; but noticing at length the tract 
of an hippopotamus which muſt have paſſed that way 
during the night, we followed it for an hour and a half, 
and it led us to the place where the animal had thrown | 
itſelf into the water; upon which we ſeparated along the 
banks, at a certain diltance one from another, to liſten. 
The perſon who was at the fartheſt diſtance having diſchar- 
ged his gun, we ran towards him, and found that he had 
fired at the ani mal, but miſſed it. Very tortunately we did 
not wait long before we ſaw it riſe again, and heard it 
breathe, but it had got to the oppoſite ſhore. Though the 
river was ver) road, two of my people (wan ory: expect- : 
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ing to force it to keep at leaſt i in the middle, if they could 


not bring it within our reach. "This ſcheme ſucceeded to 


our wiſhes ; but the animal was ſo much afraid, that when 
i breathed it ſcarcely raiſed its noſtrils above the top of 
the water. As it changed its ſituation every moment, it 


never diſcovered itſelf in the ſpot where we were waiting 


85 lor it, and it plunged ſo often and ſo rapidly, that we ſcarce 
had time to take an aim. We had already fired thirty 


times without touching it. The two Hottentots who 


_ _ Paſſed the river had no guns; and the cunning animal 


obſerving that they did not. fire, kept always to that fide. : 


| 1 therefore diſpatched Pit, who had gained the prize in 
ſhooting at a mark, directing him to croſs the river out 


of the animals light, and join his companions by going a 
little way about, and, particularly, not to fire till he was 
ſure of his aim: all which he performed with much in- 


telligence. The animal, which on the other fide of the 


water thought itſelf quite out of our reach, having no 
ſuſpicion, raiſed all its head ſometimes out of the water, 
and at one of theſe moments, Pit directed his ſhot ſo ex- 
_adtly, that the hippopotamus received it, and inſtantly 


dived. It was ſeverely wounded, I am convinced, for it 


appeared ſoon after with the greater part of the body | 
above the water, and agitated with convulſive motions. 
; Embracing this opportunity, I fired, and lodged my ball 
in its breaſt, upon which it again dived, and did not appear 
till about twenty ſeven minutes. Being then dead, it 


floated with the current, and ſome of my people ſwim- 
ming up to it, puſhed it towards us cloſe by the bank. 
I cannot eaſily deſcribe the joy which we all experien- 
ced when we at length ſaw this huge animal in our poſ- 
_ ſeſſion; but my people and I were actuated by very RA 
ferent motives. Gluttony led them to conſider it as a 
delicious morſel, on which they were about to feed; 


_ whilſt curioſity made me think it a very intereſting ob- 
8 ject of natural hiſtory, which 1 had no knowledge of but 


from books and prints. 


| As the legs of this animal are very ſhort i in proportion 
to its bulk, we were ſo much favoured by it, that we 
could roll it to land, as we would have rolled a German 


bully. The animal was round likewiſe; and I could not 
: be ſaisfcd with nen and examining this huge maſs, 


Which 
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which was a female, with the greateſt attention. Pit's 


ball had ſtruck it directly above the left eye, and was 
found lodged in the jaw; but I much queſtioned whether 
that had been the occaſion of its death, as mine, on the 
contrary, entered preciſely near the omoplate, it had 


broken one of the ribs, and paſſed N the lungs from 


the one ſide to the other 
The length of this animal from the mizzte to the x root 


of the tail, was ten feet feven inches, and eight feet eleven 


inches round. The tuſks, which were crooked, were on- 
ly five inches long, and an inch in diameter at the thick- 


eſt place, which led me to think that it was a young one. 


J found no fetus in it; and in its ſtomach there was no- 
thing but a few leaves and chewed reeds. I even noticed 
pieces of branches of the ſize of a gooſe quill, which were 
only flatted. In the ſtomach or excrements, it is com- 


monly obſerved that large animals, ſuch as the rhinoceros 


and the elephant, triturate Yu gently the different ſorts 


of food which they feed on. 


The different figures of the Moropotaraiis hitherto 
given are very imperfect; the beit I have ſeen is un- 
doubtedly that of Mr Allaman, profeſſor of medicine at 
Leyden. It was engraved from a drawing ſent to him 
by Mr Gordon. In my deſcription of animals, I ſhall 


copy that which I drew myſelf, and I expect that it will 


give ſatisfaction to naturaliſts. Having finithed my ob- 
ſervations, I immediately ſent off a Hottentot to bring 
two yoke of ſtrong oxen the following morning, to carry 
home our prize; and, as it was now dark, we pitched on 
a large tree, at the root of which we intended to ſpend 
the night: but we did not go far from the banks of the 


river; for as we could not roll the animal farther, and 


were not willing to expoſe it to the hazard of being de- 
voured by wild beaſts, we were obliged to keep it in our. 

fight. We were not ſurrounded or covered with many 
trees; and this made our ſituation {till more hazardous, 
We might indeed have been eaſily taken by ſurpriſe ; but 
by means of very great fires which we lighted up, and 
of twenty ſhots fired at intervals, we ſpent the night in per- 
fect quiet. We however could not ſleep, for we were tor- 

mented by myriads of gnats, attracted by the vicinity of 
che water, and the coolnels or the Place which we ha 


choſen. 
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choſen; One of my Hottentots, who had fallen aſleep, was 
ſo ſtung by them, that his face ſwelled to fuch a degree 
that we found it almoſt impoſſible to know him again. 
I Vas careful to order one of the feet of the hippopo- 
tamus to be cut off, which my people dreſſed in the ſame 
manner as that of the firſt elephant I killed while paſſing 
the mountain called Duyvals-Kop, to go from the coun- 
try of Auteniqua to that of Ange-Kloof. I found it 
very difficult to ſet my people to work, for they had ſpent 
all the night in ſtuffing themſelves with the fleſh of the 
hippopotamus. I ſaw them broil pieces two or three feet 
in length, and a foot in breadth; and they 1 to 
ſtand in need of nothing but ſleep. : 
The foot of the animal which they had dreſſed for me 
during the night was ſerved up for my breakfaſt ; it was 
very nouriſhing ; and I thought it even better than that 
of the elephant: it was fully more delicate, and I never 
: eat any thing in my life with more ſatisfaction. 
= Although the bipr-: oc is very fat, there is no- 
thing in its greaſe dit; ing; and it produces none of 
thoſe bad effects which, are occalioned by that of other 
animals. My people melted it, and drank it out of 
baſins, as 91 it had been broth. Beſides this, by rubbing 
it upon their bodies, they ſhone as much as if they had 


= varniſhed themſelves, and their ſwollen bellies ſufficiently 


evinced that they had not been very in in their 
| meals during the nige. | 


I had neglectd to order a horſe for myſelf; but Swan. 


. poel ſupplied this defect; for the heat was exceſſive, and we 


were at leaſt fix leagues from my camp. Having faſten- 
ed a large chain to the head of the hippopotamus, and 
yoked twelve oxen to it, as they went along the banks of the 
river they endured much difficulty and fatigue, either from 
the uneven road, or from the trunks of large trees, which 


_. conſtantly interrupted their road; but when once we 


reached the level country, which was covered with long 


"pps, 1 ordered the oxen to be relieved ; and noticing 


that they went on at a good pace, 1 mounted my horſe, 
to get before them. Yager, my favourite dog, which 
never left me, and always accompanied me in my hunt- 
ing excurſions, was obliged at this time to remain be- 
ee as 5 he could | not keep vp with me. He took the 
. Ts - example 


0 


nee 0. hes J 


| ſuppoſed that «1 1 th e fac! als and 
had met LO! ret! ler TO pay us à Vilit; One of the iy nas 
had the audacit 5 to cr s our fires, and to come clot: up 
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example of my Hottentots, and arrived with them about. 


five in the afternoon. | 
The three hunters whom I had diſpatched in another 
quarter had allo returned completely Jaded; having kill- 


ed two gnous and three antelopes 3 ſo that we were ſ{uffi- 
a locked with proviſions: but the extreme heat, 


and the friction of the kippopotanms upon the ground, 
had ſo mangled and hurt the body, that fome of the moſt 
tender and delicate parts Were {p: vile and began to ſmell. 5 
For this reaſon we were forced to tpend the e nig ht in cut- 
ting it up : Part of it was ſalted in the ſkins: of the two 
gnous which my hunters had bronglit in with them; and 


the delicate 8 2 ordered to | be put into a brandy | 
calk, the head of u tek we knocked out after we had 
drawn off the liquor into earthen, jugs. This buſineſs 


gave my people an opportunity of gettin 8 g drunk. 
Ihe following night our two lions came again, and I 
hyznas in the country _ 


to the ſpot where we were. A Hottentot fired his fuſce 


at it, but he untortunately miſted his aim. The ; jackals 


even came within gh camp; and, had it not been for 


our dogs, We Fr uid h ave been obliged to divide our 


booty with theſe animals, whit ch ſeem: ed reſolved not to 


be e | 


1111 


he next morning my people were Fa in cutt ing To 
in Pieces the hide of the hi ippopotamus, to make what | 


the country folks call c Thele are whips for flog- 


ging the oxen which are 2 below the hand of the driver up- 
on the pole of tlie Waggon 3 they are ſhaped like thoſe 


uſed in Europe for horſes, but they are thicker and long- 
er; and as the 5 where it is Arongeſt, may be about | 
two inches thick, er are cut into thongs two inches in 
breadth, which makes theſe pieces about two inches ſquare. 
They are ſomictines fix feet long and when cut out a 
weight is hung at their lower end, to make them dry ſoon- 


er. A rom ad ſhape is then given them by beating them 


With a mallet, being are to make them taper to a 


point at one of the ends. Thoſe which are made ſmaller 


for riding have this advantage over thoſe made in Eu- 


Vor. 1. 3 R e rope, 
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rope, that they never br eak, eſpecially it from time ts 
time care be taken to wet them with a little oil. | 
The ſkin of the rhinoceros is uſed for the ſame pur- 
poſe; and the inhabitants of the CAPE prefer it (although 


a whip made of this is far from being to lolid as that 3 


made of the other), becauſe it admits of receiving a finer 
poliſh, has the beautitul colour of horn, and be comes 
| _ Nearly as tranſparent. 


As to the planters, who have no taſte for” elegance, 
and who prefer the uſeful to the agreeable, they ule only 
the former. Both, indeed, fetch a very high price, as 
the animals from which the materials for making theſe 


whips are got are no longer found in the colonies, and as 


thoſe individuals who ſometimes proceed farther. are not 


ae ſure of meeting with them. 
However, the ſkin of theſe animals cannot be put to 
a better uſe. It has a great ſimilarity, if we except its 


thickneſs, to that of the hog; and the hip Papet amus 
comes very near to that animal. To tho who had not 
been previouſly informed, their fat would appear to. be 
quite the ſame; and, if chat of the hip popotamus could 
be ſalted with all the neceſfary precautions, it might be 


ulſed with more juſtice, as in all the colonies it is conſi- 
dered to be very wholeſome. The people the Cape 
are convinced that, taken in a drink, it is Foflicien to 


cure radically thoſe who are troubled with dilorders of 
the breaſt. That which I preſerved in bottles made of 


ſkins, had the common conſiſtency of olive oil, anzidit 


| the ſevere colds of winter. 18 
The tuſks of the hippopotamus have a quali ty which 


renders them preſcrable to ivory. The latter, in time, 


turns yellow ; but, in whatever manner the former may 


be uſed, they retain their whiteneſs in all its purity. It 


is not therefore ſurpriſing that the Europeans, and, eſ- 
Pecially the French, conſider them as a great object of 
trade. By the aſſiſtance of art they make up the defici- 
_ Clencies of nature, and have a moit beautiful bene 


in a pretty woman's mouth. 


This prize was ſo alluring that my Hottentots relied 


3 having the pleaſure of another hunting expedition; 


but I found that we had plenty of provitions, and that 


ve could der our time more Profitably, and to vary 


our | 


( d WS Go IS 
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our occupations, or rather our pleaſures, a little more, 
Having a great inclination to try my net here, it was 


with great difficulty we could pitch upon a place in the 
river convenient for caſting it; we, however, ſomehow 
| ſucceeded ; but we caught only about twenty fiſh, of va- 


rious kinds. The lar geſt of them were ſcarcely fix inch- 


es long; and when fried in the fat of the bippopotamus 
they ſeemed to me excellent. As this ſport did not 
procure us any advantage worth while, and as I was diſ- 
guſted with the embarr allment we experienced in gettin 


near the river in the manner we wilhed, J defired the net 
to be carried away. While my people were buſied in 
folding it, a bird perched near us, which, ſo far from 
being frightened by our preſence, drew fill nearer and 
5 nearer us, ſending forth very ſhrill cries. I was inform 
ed that it was the bird which diſcovers honey; and I dif- 
covered in its geſtures and cry a great ſimilarity with 
thoſe of che bird which ornithologiſts diſtinguiſh by the 


name of the cuculus indicator; but it was vaſtly larger 


than thoſe which I had ſeen 3 My Hottentots, 
who value it on account of way {ervic es which it does 
Ss them, entreated me to ſpare it. A new ſpecies, however, 
Was to be added to my * ol and I killed it. This 


bird is of the genus of the common indicator, but larger 


| ſized, and different in its feathers it is a variety 6 


But I did more afterwards, for I killed three different 
ſpecies of theſe birds, all equally indicators. 
'The African ſavages are well acquainted with them; 


and treat them as deities. They live ſolely on honey or 


wax; anditis thus that involuntarily they diſcover where 
they will find large repoſitories of both. 5 

Naturaliſts, for what reaſon I cannot ſay, place the ö in- 
| dicator among the cuckoos ; it has no affinity, however, 


to this genus, but in the ſhape of its feet; and being dif- 5 
ferent by other phyſical characters, it is much more ſo 


by its manner of living. Running the hazard of being | 


expoſed to an anathema from the cabinets. of men of ſci- 


| ence, | mult always repeat that large volumes heaped 
uß in libraries are nothing to the book of nature; and 
that an error, though ſupported by an hundred eloquent : 


pens, remains an error . anns.. 
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This bird is no more a cuckoo than pies, parbets, per- 
roquets, toucans, and all thoſe ſpecies which have two 
toes before and two behind. If it is to be ranked in any 
Xxnown claſs, it rather belongs to that of the e be- 
canſe it has more affinity to theſe, 5 

I found nothing 1 in its ſtomach but honey and vax: 1 
did not find the ſmalleſt trace of any inſect. The ſkin is 

thick, and fo tough, t that when it is freſſi it can ſcarcely be 
Pie reed by a pin. This is an inſtance to me of the won- 
der ful precaution of nature, Which having appointed it 
to contend for its ſubſiſtence with the moſt ingenious. of 
all inſects, gave it a covering ne ſtrong to defend 
i from their ſtings. 

It neſtles in hollow trees, ethibs up to it in the fame 
5 Way as the wood-pecker, and hatches its ex Js itlelf. 
is circumſtance is enough to dig ſtinguiſh it totally from 

the cuckoo, and to form a new genus. | 


Accurate figures will be given in my ornithology toge- 


i 


which I was acquainted with. 


ther with dclcriptions of the three ſpecies of OEMS. : 


NM y Hottentot, Klaas, when he SITE s from hunt⸗ 85 


Ag, vreught me an eagle which he had killed. It was 


of a ſpec! es I had not before ſeen, and which no author 1 


Das Jet deſcribed, For this ſervice, I rewarded him pro- 
pe ny, g giving him a portion of tobacco; not that I needed 
to be ge *ncrous to a man whom I ſincerely loved, and to 
whom I could not refuſe the leaſt favour, without being 
cruel, but by his 8 to thr up all my people to make 
diſcoveries. 1 5 | 
This bird, which Was holly lack; appeared to me, 
: by its char e e to belong rather to the vulture than 
the eagle ſpecies; but I was ſenſible that it differed in 
its manners. In every thi: 45 elſe, the analogy is very 
| f{iricing, for, when neceſſary, the eagle becomes a vul- 
ture; That i is to ſay, when forced by hunger, if it meets 


with nothing hetter, ſor the moment, it feeds as w ell ass 


any other bird of prey upon putrid carrion; and it is a 
great miſtake to ſuppoſe that it lives only upon what it 

catches itſelf. When I ordered the fragments of the large 
avpimals we had ſlain to be ſcattered in the fields, in order 


to attract carnivorous bir eagles and butcher-birds 5 


came to thare i in them, togerhe ier with vultutes. 


1 
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1 mult here beg forgiveneſs of 7% ancient and modern 


posts, for thus degrading the dignity of this noble ani- 
mal: it is terrible I acknowledge, to ſee this ſublime bird 


of the maiter of the gods fall thame >fully upon the ſcatter- 


ed faz gments of an infectious carcale, and feed on it with « 


great deli: ht. 


19% IO 1 5 a1 part af the night of the 18th in Sing: our 
| pieces to drive off two more lio ins, and a voracious troop 
of hyænas. I did not ſleep till it was very late, and when 
I awoke I was greatly aſtoniſhed to find about twenty 
SGonaqua Hottentots in my camp. This viſit, and the 
cConſequences of it, merit a more ample detail. The rea- 
der, in this plain recital, will get juſter ideas of the Af- 
rican ſavages, than from all the. diſſertations which Phi- i 


loſophers have written. 


The chief drew near to pay nis reſins to me, "wi the 
women marched in full dreſs after him. They all thone _ 
very. bright, and had been newly boughoued ; that is to 
ſay, after they had rubbed their bodies with greaſe, they 
had beſprinkled themſelves with a ſort of red powder, 
made of a root named in the count try Loughou, and which 
bas a very pleaſant ſmell. Their faces were all painted 
in different ways, and each of them brought me a ſmall 
Preſent. One brought me olirich's eggs, another a 
young lamb, and others offered me a plentiful ſupply of 
milk in baſkets which ſeemed to be made of ofier. Theſe. 


| utenſils ſurpriſed me exceedingly. &« Milk in baſkets lo 


ſaid I; “ ſuch an invention certainly indicates a great 
85 deal of ingenuity :?? And recollecting thoſe milk veſſels 
made of copper, which were long ſince uſed at Paris, be- 
5 ns they were forbid by the wiſdom of the police, I ob- 
ſerved, on comparing them with the former, how far in» 


| O 
ferior a great people, with all their arts, their learning, 


and their Louvre, frequently are, in reſpect of their ſim- : 


pleſt neceſſities, to thoſe whom they pretend to deſpiſe. 


Theſe beautiful baſkets are woven of ſuch delicate 


e and ſo very cloſe in their texture, that they may 


be uſed to carry water; for this purpoſe I found them 
very uſeful afterwards. The chief of the Gonaquas told 
me that they were made by the Caffres, from whom they 


* them by giving them other articles in bai ter. 
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The chief, whoſe name was Haabas, preſented me with 


aà bunch of oſtrich feathers, remarkably beautiful. To 
convince him how much] prired it, I immediately tore 


away a I ume of the ſame ſort, which I wore in my hat, 


and put his in its room. By the looks of this good old 


man, I could ealily diſcern how much he was pleated: 


with what I had done; and he till more ſhewed by his 


geſtures and words the ſatisfaction my conduct gave him. 


It now became my turn to ſhew my gratitude to the 


chief, and I began by preſenting him with a few pounds of 


tobacco. I was now to enjoy a molt agreeable ſcene at 
very ſmall expence, and to make more than one perſon 


happy. By a common ſignal Haabas commanded all 
his people to approach; and in a moment they formed 


themſelves into a circle, and ſquatted down like ſo many 


apes. All the tobacco was diſtributed; and J obſerved, 5 55 
Wich much ſatisfaction, that the portion which Ha: 4545 


kept for himſelf was not larger than thoſe of the reſt. I 


Was ſenſibly touched with this goodneſs of heart, and juſt | 


cliſpoſition, which he ſhewed in ſo fimple and natural a 
manner; and I preſented him for himſelf, in addition to 
the preſent made before, a knife, a piece of ſteel, a box 
ef tinder, and a necklace of large glafs beads. Among 
the women I diftributed-beads and copper wire for brace- 


lets. Amidſt theſe mutual preſents and ſentiments of af- 


tection with which we were Teciprocally puts I noticed 
a young girl ct fixteen, mixed with the crowd, who diſ- 


covered more curioſity in examining my perſon, than an- 
xiety to {ſhare in the trinkets which. 1 was diſtributing a- 


Mong her. companions. She looked fo attentively at me, 
that 1 drew near her that ſhe night have more leiſure to 
ſurvey me. I ſaw that her figure was quite enchanting 


 w4 


her Or was flender and elegant, and her ſhape form- 


mne had the freſheſt and moſt beautiful tooth IMagina able; S 


<d to infpire love, might has Aae for a model to 
tlie pencil of Albano. She was the. younge {t (t bitter ol the 


Graces, repreſented in a Hottentot. 


The impreiiions of beauty ate univerſal : it is an uni- 
verſal ſoverkig n; and I was ſenſible, by the multitude of 
my preſents, that I bent a little nd its ſway. The 


young ſavage g girl! ſoon grew : ſamiliar. I had preſented 


ner with a "girdle, a —_ of bracele is, and a necklace | 


of = 
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of large white beads, with which ſhe app dvd to heh igh⸗ 


ly delighted. 1 looted from my neck a red hamkorchich, 
which the wrapped about her hen and thus creſſed the . 


& * 


1 took great delight to ornament her myſelf; a nd, when 
J had done, the fought lone trinkets for her fit er, who 
had continued with the horde. BN je Fenn scout! 

ther with her fin ger; aud at the ſame time told me - 
ſhe had no father. + jzagued her with queſlions, for 1 
found fo many charins: in her replies. Notkirg could 
ſurpaſs the d. elight Ih. 0 in ſeeing her, except that which 
J enjoyed in her converſation. 1 belought her to conti- 
nue with me, and made her prom es of” every ſort ; but 


when I mentioned to her, particularly, the carrying her 


was what in polite language might be called charming, 


with me to Europe; Where I Tad that all the women "we re 
queens, and con; munded Hordes of flaves; ſo far from. 
Taftering herſelf to be tempted, ſhe refuſed all my offers, 
and withcut any ceremony began to turn peeviſh and im- 
patient. A king could not have e overconiR her reſiſtance, 
and the ſorrow. which the felt from the mere idea of lea- 
ving her family and 5 1 finiſhed by deſiring | 
ber lat leaſt to bring her fitter to me, informing her that 
ſhe would have every cauſe to be ſatisfied in her turn. 
This ſhe promiſed ſhould be done; and at the ſame time 


fixed her eyes upon a chair which ſtood near me. Ha- 


ving poin ted out to me a krife which I bad leſt there ac- 


eidentally, I preſented her i th it, and the Intantly gar 
it to her matlie . | 


Her whole thoughts BP: cor ant! y engaged by her 


dreſs, which to her was entirely pcw. She 0 her 


arms, her feet, her necklace, and her girdle, and put up 


c] her handker- 


her hands twenty times to her head to fe 
chief, with which the was wuch gg ia Having open- 


— 


ed my dreſling-box, I took ani: er from it, which 1 ſet 


before her; and lie ſurvey WY, herlelf for ſome time in it 


„ With much attention and laden By her various 


geſtures and attitudes, (he. evidently ſhew ed how much 55 


he was pleaſed, I do not Hay with her own figure, but 
wich her ornaments, which ſtill had the ſtrongeit impieſ- 


ſion on her mind. Having dieſſed in the mer ning, be- 


| fore the horde ſet out to ſee nie, ſhe had rubbed her 


cheeks with greaſe and tallow, hich I defired to be 
"ns 
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_ gleaned and wathed ; but I could never convince her that 


20008 alitance ot art hurt the charms of nature, which had 


made her very pretty Whatever ingenuity I uled in 
my: realon 0g» ang. whatever 1 ve 155 leck of Her 


: bloom of youth 10 15 and fading, the Was wane at- 


tached to her abominable black greaſe with as much ob- 
ſtinacy as European ladies are to their rouge, and to all 


their paſtes, which are no leis. ee and e 


much more hurtful. | 

Ihis young beauty having requeſted me to give her 
my glats, I complied ; and the took a ſurpriſing advan- 
tage of this fayour, which I had ſo ealily granted, to afk 
from me every thing which ſtruck her fancy. I always 


allowed myſelf to be overcome; but I was through 1 
time obliged to deny her ſeveral articles, both becauſe 
they were inditpenſably neceſſary to me, and I dreaded - 
| that the might make a dangerous application of them. 
My knee-buckles had alſo pleated her; for the flones with 

which they were ſet had remarkably attracted her eyes; 
and 1 ſhould have been very happy to have had it in my 
power to pleaſe her once more. How anxiouſly did 1 
wilh upon this occaſion for the moſt trifling pair of deel 
ones, to replace this article of luxury, in other relpects, : 
extremely uſeleſs! Unhappily theſe were the only pair of 
| knee-buckles I had in my poſſeſſion: 1 gave her to un- 
derſtand that they were indiſpenſably neceflaty to me, 
and from that inſtant the never more thought about them. 

She had ſenſe enough not to be affronted by my refuſals; 

it was ſufficient that I ſaid 20 only once, to make her al- 


ter the object of her attention. 


Her name I found hard to pronounce, harſh to the | 
ear, and very inſignificant according to my ideas; I 
therefore gave her a new name, Viz. Narina, which, in 
the Hottentot language, ſignities a flower. Ll intreated of 
her to keep by this pretty name, which ſuited her in ſe- 
veral reſpects; and this ſhe promiſed to do while ſne 
lived, in remembrance of my viſit to her country, and 
as a mark of my love, for the was already no itranger 
to this paſſion; and in her own natural and affecting lan- 
guage fully evidenced how powerful the firſt impreſſion 
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nd chat, in the heart of the deſerts of Africa, one 
mult not even attempt happineſs. ; 
Has ing defired a theep to be killed, and A large por- | 


* 
1853 
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tion of our hi; ppopotamus to be dreſſed to refreſh our. 
gueſts, they gave themſelves up to all the extravagance 


of | 66 very body danced; and my lottentots, like 


gallant = polite people, regaled theſe ſavage Qrangers 
with their mufic. The more Ik <i}ful performers plaped on 
the goura, joumjoum, and the rabouquin; the lucky Jews 


Harp was not pegle ected; and this new inſtrument had 705 5 


men lively effect on all the company. Narina, like all o 


ther pret: ty women, who think nothing too much to then, 
. withed to attempt it alſo; b ut, like all other pr etty women, 


in another reſpect alſo, ſhe ſoon become impatient about 
their leſſon, {ne e threw ir away, e her | 


muſic bad. 


All this day was ſcent in RW me mir! ith 1 ; and my 


people diſtributed their portion of brandy, beides that 
Which I had deſired to be given them in particular. I 


tained my people with tea 7 
to reliſh the tea but the cc Jour of the coffee made her 
conceive a diſli ke to that ligne 


remarked with pleaſure that Narina could not taſte it; 
and this ele redoubled the regard 1 had entertained 


for her; for 1 hate this liquor, and am furpriſed that our 
women fi guld be fo {ond of this moſt hateful of all poiſons. 

I Gefired that a qua: ntity of wood neceilary for raking. 
our fires ſhould be collected early, and this work was ſoon © 


done. The Gonaquas joined our 5 arty, and made ample 


proviſion for th crafelves, as I had allowed them to con- 
tinue with us till the next morning, and had aſſigned 
them a ſpot at ſonie little diſtance from my Le where 
they night ſpend the night. | 
When the fires were Findled in the evening, I enter- 
1e nd coffee. Narina ſeemed 


r. I put my hand upon 
her eyes, and cauſed her ſwa 1 w balk a cupful more of 


it; but ſhe Hill preferred the tea. She even drank of it | 


frequently; and this en her part was a piece of policy 


Which I pretended nct to obſerve, but which amuſed me 
much. IT am convinced that ſhe did not much like this 
liquor, but ſhe made haſte to drink it, that ſhe might, in 
the bottom of her cup, get at a piece of ger e | 


Waich ihe had obſerved me put into it. 


After 
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After this frugal banquet, and the entertaining ſcenes 


it procured me, the dancing began again, and about 
: nannt the need of reſt put an end to our amuſement. 
| For tome time paſt I had flept in my waggon, to hun 
” the night damps, I entruſted the Gonaquas chief with 
the care of guarding my camp, and [ 3 the old man | 
lodgings in my largeſt tent. | 
My readers may perhaps expe: to fon: my favourite 
_ excepted from the law by which I reſtricted the whole 
horde to certain boundaries, and have perhaps little faith 
in my continence, Narina {tuck cloſe by me, and never 
thought of leaving her friend. I pointed out to her 
_ where her mother and friends were at {ome diſtance from 


Us, and 


Narina then wiſhed me a good night. | 


1 ſent two of my people fully armed, to ſpend. the 
night near theſe Gonaquas, and to defend them from fe- 
rocious animals. When all had retired to reſt, I com- 
manded that no perſon ſhould be permitted | either to en- 
8 ter in or. tio go out. - 
| For my own part I could N ſhut an eye, for 
every thing which had occurred ſince the arival of theſe 
ſavages recurred to my imagination under the moſt whim- 
_ fical and extraordinary colours. What I had learned as 1. 
to the manners and character of theſe people, con: pared | 
with the ridiculous and ſtupied relations of our romantic 
travellers, ſeemed to me ſo pure, fo fimple, and jo en- 
_ gaping; my converſations ee with Haabas and 
Narina had been fo intereſting, that I curſed even the 
flying moments which deprived me of theſe animated 
. ſcenes, and I regretted that 1 could not lengtken their 
r = 
The day had fraredly begun t to appear, y when I awoke, 
and went to vilit my Gonaquas, who were all funk in 
profound fleep, lying huddled together under their kroſ- 
fes*, Narina lay with her mother upon a mat, which I 
had given her to defend her from the moiſture. The 
bother ſeven women, heaped all together, made à very 


©.” 


: e Sroup; for neither their heads nor feet were 
| 5 . fs: 


a Theſe 88 are oaks 1 of the ins of 1 various animals, 


which the Hottentots all commonly uſe, cither to clothe them in 
the day time, or to cover them in the We L ſhall have occaliog 
to mcution them hereafter more dee 


. 
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viſible, as they were quite hid by their covering. Having = 
ſaluted them by diſcharging my gun at their ears, I ob- 
ſerved a number of frightened countenances ſtarting up _ 
from under their kroſſes, which exhibited a molt comical 
| ſcene. Some of the ſleepers however did not waken, +» 
which is not at all wonderful; for the lleep of the Hot- 5 
tentots is but a ſtep from a lethargy. | 
Leaving them to regain the uſe of their eulen at lei- 
ſure, I went to walk upon the banks of the river, to kill - 
a few birds before the beat ſhould begin; for the north 
wind, which in theſe latitudes acts in the ſame way as 
the ſouth in France, ſeemed to forebode a very ſcorching 
day. I returned at ten o'clock, with a few birds, and 
among others a red long- tailed fly-carcher, which I very 
juſtly thought a happy diſcovery. This delightful ani— 
mal, the prevailing colour in which is indeed a moſt 
N iful red, has a {till more beautiful tuft on the head, 
and two very long feathers in the tail, which os it an 
| air Of Aigen that the female does not ſhare in with 
it. This advantage, however, the male only. enjoys in 
the breeding ſeaſon, which is three months: after that 
time theſe two feathers fall of themſelves, and nothing 
then e the male and female but a browner ſhade. 
But we mult not confound this ſpecies of bird with one 
of the ſame ſort which Briſſon and Buffon mention, un- 
der the name of the long-tailed creſted fly-catcher of the _ 
Cape of Good Hope for this bird is not ſeen at the 
Cape: it is a native of India, and particularly of the 
land of Ceylon, and differs much from this I now ſpeak 
of. The marks by which they are to be known will be 


3 mentioned i in my ornithology. I ſhall only here aſſure 


the reader that the two Ay-catchers mentioned under that 

name, one of which is red, and the other almoit white, 

and which are diſcribed as two diſtinct ſpecies, form ab- 
ſolutely only one; and this difference in the colour is owing 
tio the difference 25 the ſe aſons. The truth of this may be 
_ evidenced by examining one of theſe birds in my collec- 


tion, which ſtill tharing in both itates clearly | {news the = 


| ſuccellive paſſage from white to red. 1 
The bird which I killed never had undergone. fach- 7 
: change; and this Kanon alone ought to prevent our 


oecd ; 
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"confound! ing them, as has been hitherto ou e, but to 


eſtabliſh a new ſpecies. 
Having log ged my prize in my tent, l went ag; un to 
the camp of my guel is ; but J found there only the men ; 


all the wo men had ditappear. ed: and T was told 25 . t they 
Tir 


Were gone io bathe. Beil 12 an: cous to ſes this ce I CIMOs 


PEAT * . * 5 , $4 W _ 1 i 
ny, I went to the river; and! Was not long in mann 


F \ 1 , 2 18 "4 ; TIES: ** 3 TIC FaYs; 4 ? 9 2 £ 
them Out, 107 yeh Ir VOICES and ASAP ATITLYZ 10911 led Nie to 


171 3 * 


the very ſp ot. Slipping ſoitly along between the trees 
And buſhes, 1 got quite to the Ban Without be ng Obſer- 5 
ved, and found them 201 L mming about, ſo; ting in 
the water, and diving wich an int? dexteri When I 


had ſurveyed theſe female bathers at eiſure, I ſoon fi- 


. . . JJV VVV 
niſhed their ſport by firing my gun; upon which oy "7 | 


7 


; ; 1 oy 8 1 - 2 wt _— 2 ; - 
face but the very gs Or their notes. I then Tat dowa 
| 


N 7 
er herd 1. wv; 
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little aprons one alt ter the other, invited them to come 
for them. Narina's mother laughed very heartily at the 
embarrailment of her nd ours; LOT ſne had left the 


oy 


water before the reſt, and was reſting herſelf under a tree, 
till they ſhould come to Ter -H: wing beſought me ia 


vain for a long time to depart, only one reſource was le 
them, which they made uſe of with a {hrewdnefs which 
aitonithed me. Narina's mother well aware of the af Ky 


dancy which her beautiful daughter had over me, threw 
her apron and kroſs to her; the latter then dref! ling in the 


Water, ſoon after came up to me, with the moſt ſimple 
and languif! ning air, to intreat that I would retire for 4 


few moments, in order that theſe women might have op- 


portunity to put on their clothes. At firſt I pretende4 | 


to be rather obilinate ; but Narina, taking my hand, pul- 


led me along with her, till, being out of "fight, he could. 


call to her companions that Py might le: ave e the w water, 


and dreſs. 


Narina growing more nd more « famih liar, and to | 
Walk Wich me towards my tent, joking as freely with. 
me as ſhe would h. ave done with her brother, her parents, 
or her companions. She jeered with me after her own 


way, and teazed me, ſometimes ſtruggling to diſengage | 


| Herſelf from my arms, and at times, to Hun me, jump- 5 


18 


TRAVELS IN AFRICA, 205 


ing over r buſhes, ravines, and the wideſt ditches. At 
this time I was young and vigorous, long accuſtomed to 
the moſt fatiguing labours, and a life a thouſaad times 
harder than even theſe i ſavages themſelves, I could have 
_ defied an European Hercules: but whether it was cuſtom, _ 
or ſome veitizes of gallantry, that made me uſe only 
half my Even ach againſt the young Narina, or that in 
fact the ſhewed more nddreſs, and was more agile in her 
motions, the forced me to defiit, and 1 yielded under her - 


efforts; bur, Wer W when ſhe got from me, to a 


little digance. the outſtripped me in the courſe, and was 
ſoon: far bevond my reach. With what amazing ſpeed 
did ſhe run along the bighways, and by a thoutand turn- 
ings return to kide 50 at the edge of a wood, and to 
ſurpiſe me as I paſſed a zong! „„ | 
Noticing birds of different kinds 1 lying around in the 
Foreit, I could not help entering into it, as this was the 
only plan I could take to moderate the impetuoſity of 
my young ſavage. Nothing could ſurpaſs the delight 
1 ht experienced to ſee me fire my gun, which I did fre- 
Eh quently, and 1 killed about twenty IAG I had not 
brought any of my dogs along with me; but Narinay 
who ſupplicd their place, caugh t in an admirable manner 
thoſe birds which were only wounded. By this time L 


was out of ſight of my camp, and had pr ocee: ded rather 
200 far. The ſporting and diverſion of my young com- 


Panion at length com; pletely bewildered me, and the did 
not put an end to her romping until the had given me an 
excellent leſlon, and m. de the belt return poſlible to the 
trick I had played her a little : HEAOTE, on the banks of the 

river Groot- Vis. Javing fallen in with this river, Which 


I knew would direct me to my camp, I fired at a heron, 
and killed it. F alling near the bank, and being carriec 


away by the current, Wi was in danger of loſing it; and 
this diſappointment would have given me the greater un- 


_ ealineis, as one of the ſame ſpecies, which I procured 


With much difficulty, had one day, by the negligence of 1 


ſome of my people, been entirely ſpoilt. in my tent. I 


. therefore P! tunged into the river, which reached up to my 
middle; but getting cntangled 1 in the herbs which grew on 

„ vaniks; and having not yet forgot the accident at Queur- 

5 Boom, 3 was unwilling to advance farther. Narina, who 
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perceived my y embarraſſment, and the awkward ſituation 
into which 1 had got by running after my bird, was much 
aſtoniſhed that I ſhould be afraid of truſting myſelf to the 
current. In an inſtant therefore the threw herſelf into 


the water, and began to ſwim, whilſt I returned to the 
bank ; but the cruel creature who had ſeized my bird, 


held it up in her hand, and, calling out to me, defired 
me to come and fetch it. After a thouſand prayers, and 
the moſt earneſt entreaties, inſtead of complying with 


my requeſt. ſhe made for the other bank, with the velo- 


city of an arrow, where ſhe ridiculed me at her eale, and 
lavghed at me for my timidity. J have already ſaid that 
I could not ſuw im: and if ever there was a conjuncture in 
which 1 had cauſe of complaint, this deubtleis was a mor- 


tifying one, ard ſhould have incited me in the firongeſt. 


manner to ſupply this inexcuſable defect in my education. 
5 Finding that I could have no wnfiuence upon my beanti- | 
ful rom Ps I determined to ſit gown on the edge cf the 
river, and to wait patiently for her. She ſoon wearied 
of the ſport herſelf; arid, thr owing herſelf again into the 
river, ſwam over, after diſcovering her ſkill, by diving Os 
_ ſeveral times in her way. As ſhe was ſwimming over I | 
_ repeatedly preſented my gun, as if about to fire at her 
but nothing that I could do appeared to frighten her. | 
For this reafon ſhe was ſtill more toyſome, and perſiſted | 
"rr refuſing me the heron. We both however in a little 
purſued our way very peaceably togettier and went again — 
towards the tent. . 
Ihe other Gonaqua women, whom we had left farther.” | 
; Jown upon the banks of the river, having met us, I could. 
_ evidently read ſome traces of ſhame in their faces and | 
looks. I myſelf indeed ought to have bluſhed, for hurt- | 
ing their delicacy in fo very cruel a manner. Upon this 7 
occaſion I ſaw natural modeſty, which is widely different 
indeed from that reſerve which women frequently allume | 
| through pride, and which is only a ſeducing ſtratagem, 
more hurtful than ſcandal brought to che Sompieteſt em- 
barraſſment. 5 
Having given my r their "ian I deſired the 5 
oy table to be brought me upon which 1 diſſected my ani- 
mals, and which I uſed for that purpoſe lolely. 1 
: -with't two chairs, was all the furniture 1 had in my tent. 


then : 
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2 cen orvcceded to flay the birds I had ſlain i in the morn- 


This buſineſs aſtoniſhed them exceedingly; they look- 


| 24 at me with amazement, and could not underſtand why _ 
1 had killed theſe birds merely to ſtrip them, and imme- _ 
diately thereafter to give them again their former appear. Tel 
ance. I did not however ſpend my time in vaunting to 
them of the cabinets and collections of Europe, or in 
ſaying how highly they were valued. They no doubt 
might have been ſurpriſed that I ſhould have undertaken 
ſuch a journey with no other intent than to procure ani 
mals: and Narina's queſtion, who aſked me if we had _ 
no birds in our country, {truck me as extremely ſimple _ 
I und natural. I concluded that no diſſertation upon this 
fſubject with ſavages, who would not have underſtood 
what I ſaid, was equal to the ſatisfaction of preparing a 
ED king. 8 fiber, which I preſented to my inquiſitive beauty. _ 


The chief, Haubas, prevailed upon me to remove my 


camp, that I might pitch it nearer his horde, where he 
ſaid I ſhould find a very great variety of birds of every _ 
ſort. Having informed me that we were only about two 
or | leagues from it, I engaged that 1 would be there in the 15 
| e of a very few days. ; 


While he prepared to depart, I wented bin and all — 


company with a dinner, and gave him a ſmall portion of 
tobacco for himſelf, which pleaſed him much. Narina 
[engaged to bring me milk, and to come again with her 
| fifter very focn. In a word, theſe good ſavages left me, 
| bighly pleaſed with their viſit, and indeed each of us with _ 
. the other, and bidding one another farewel a thouſand 
times; I ſent a few of my people along with them, 1 in or- 
der to get ſome ſheep by barter, and to examine We road 
36 hich: 1 we 1 e to rake. i 
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